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Working With Patterns

Unit 12 

1. Multiple Choice Questions. 

a) The flat pattern method is necessary for the areas like;
ii. Pants or sleeves
b) The draping pattern method helps the designer to;
i. See proportions and lines of the design exactly as they will look three dimensionally on the

wearer
c) Pattern grading decides;
ii. How patterns increase or decrease in sizes
2. Define the followings: 

a) Dart, grain line, hem line
Darts are folds sewn into fabric to take in ease and provide shape to a garment. They are used frequently in all sorts of clothing to tailor the garment to the wearer's shape.

  
Grain line a guideline in the form of a line or arrow that shows the correct alignment of the pattern of the grain in the material. 

      

Hemline is the lowest edge of the garment once the hem is sewn


  
3. Define the followings: 

a) Selvages, length wise grain, bias

Selvages an edge produced on woven fabric during manufacture that prevents it from unravelling

   
Lengthwise grain the material threads that are alligned parallel to the selvages. Lengthwise grain is a fabric's strongest grain. 

  
Bias bias grain is the thread line that is at a forty five degree angle to the lengthwise and crosswise grain of the fabric as it is on the bolt 

4. Explain step by step the following processes: 

a) ’placing the pattern pieces on grain’,
Fold the fabric, right sides together, along a single lengthwise or crosswise thread as indicated in the layout diagram.

This will allow any necessary pattern markings to be made on the wrong side of the fabric. Place the fabric on a flat surface. Make sure the fabric edges line up evenly.
Take note of any special symbols used on the layout diagram. These will be explained in the pattern instructions. For example, shading on a pattern piece indicates that the piece should be laid out with the printed side down. 
Find the grain-line arrow on any pattern piece not placed along a fold. Position the pattern piece so that this arrow runs exactly parallel to the selvage, or finished edge, of the fabric Pin the pattern pieces to the fabric along the fold first. 

Lay out and pin larger pieces first, then position the smaller ones. Place all pieces as close together as possible without overlapping printed cutting lines. 
Place pins perpendicular to the pattern edge, about 6 inches apart. Keep pins inside the cutting line and perpendicular to the cutting edge. 

  

b) ‘Pinning and cutting out the pieces’.
The key to accurate cutting is to keep your fabric as flat as possible against the table. Take your time when cutting and use the hand you’re not cutting with to gently hold your fabric in place. 
Option 1) Pins + Dressmaking Scissors 

Cut the pattern pieces out with paper scissors – either exactly on (or just within) the lines, or leaving some extra paper around the lines. Pin the pattern pieces to the fabric – use enough pins to hold the pattern in place, but not so many that the pinning distorts the pattern or fabric. Now cut the fabric with dressmaking scissors. If you’ve cut the pattern pieces out roughly, cut directly on the lines through both pattern and fabric. This can dull your fabric scissors though; but on the other hand, it can be more accurate than cutting around a pre-cut pattern. 

 

Option 2) Pattern Weights + Chalk/Pen + Dressmaking Scissors/Rotary Cutter
Cut the pattern pieces out with paper scissors precisely on (or just within) the lines. Instead of pinning the pattern pieces in place, this time use weights to hold them in place. The idea is that weights keep the pattern and fabric flatter than the pinning method. You don't have to buy specialist pattern weights - you can use whatever you have around the house, such as food tins. Draw around the pieces with a sharp chalk pencil or washable pen. Remove the pattern and use dressmaking scissors or a rotary cutter to cut the fabric just within the pattern lines you've just drawn.
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fundamental colors in the subtractive theory of color.
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