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Assessment 1
1. Give Short answers for the following questions:

I. How did the First World War influence fashion? Which types of changes were brought about by it?

The effect of the First World War on fashion was a necessity rather than a desire for fashion. During the First World War as men occupied in the armies to fight, women had to intervene to work life more than ever in order to provide necessary work-power for the needs of their country and family. The social role and duty of the women was dramatically changed in the society. Because of the social, economic, psychological and political change of the time, wearing of the women had to change in order to meet the need for physical movement of their body to work. Gender dictated dress codes relaxed1 and more practical and comfortable wearing emerged.
Fisrt World War not only effected the style of the wearing, but also it effected the color and fibre as a sign of mourn and plainer lifestyle.
The most important change brought by the First World War was the length of the skirts. Skirts had risen above the ankle and later mid-calf and the colours became sober due to the loss brought by the war. Secondly, on that time trench coats were debuted as a military style and also outdoor clothes were marked with the spirit of war.  Women had boyish look with the effect of War and military. Also, introduced by Paul Poiret tunic effect based on a Russian peasant look was widely used among women due to the widely-used style of it derived by economic conditions.

Describe the characteristic features of the twentieth century’s fashion.

The twentieth century’s fashion covers the whole hundred years fashion between 1901 and 2000. During those years fashion has been changed in accordance with the events of that time. By those years, societies were faced with important circumstances as wars, political issues, and economical needs, cultural and artistic new values surrounding them. By the way dressing and fashion re-shaped by the necessities and those values. Twentieth century thus saw major style changes and innovations with its complex nature. In order to describe the characteristic features of the century, it would be more proper to classify it by the decades including the effective new event.
The defining features of the 1900s period were S-bend silhouette and umbrella-flared skirts. In 1906 Paul Poiret began to advocate for no corset in women’s fashion. This was an important step towards liberation of the female body. By the end of this decade women clothing became more straight and slim.
In the 1910’s The Art Deco movement was effective and the style of headgear. With the movement much use of velvets, silks, furs, lace and embroidery has started and adoption the brilliant colours of the Russian ballet as well as influences from Indian and Persian Art was effective. By the outbreak of War practical wearing gained importance due to the changed life styles of women. Soon at this decade, the shirts featured slits in the back or side, allowing for freer movement. For the first time women’s ankles were showing. 
In the 1920’s Flapper began wearing skirts that exposed her knee. The ideal figure was not hourglass shape anymore and boyish look was emphasized by dropped waistline. Also sleeveless dresses and bobbed hair were popular during this decade.
1930’s fashion turned femine especially in the evening. New fabrics were introduced as many dressmaker added fabric or fur to their shirts to make them longer because of the effects of economy and having less money. Waistline returned to normal and hour glass figure also returned, hemline dropped back down due to the Great Depression. For sport described clothes began to be popularized.
1940’s clothes became much plainer and large padded shoulders and shorter skirts still below the knee were widely used that took their position by the effect of World War II.  Practical clothing to work pants overalls became necessary.  Return to feminity was began by Dior’s new look with curvaceous bust line, tiny waist and full skirts swelling out beneath small bodices. 
In the 1950’s new look dominated the decade. Tight sheath dress, full skirted shirtwaist, full circle skirts with crinolines and slim pencil skirts became popular by the effect of Hollywood designers.
1960’s were marked by separate fashion trends. Mod fashion defined the swinging sixties with miniskirt, a line shift dresses, bold monochromatic psychedelic prints entered into the fashion world. Lately, Mod started to give away to hippie styles which in turn morphed into soft bohemian and Victorian revival fashions. Flat boots also become very popular with very short dresses.
By 1970’s brands greatly increased their share. Hems began to drop below the knee until finally reaching the lower mid-calf and shoulder lines were dropped. Mini-skirts continued their popularity, flared pants and bell bottom jeans became popular fashion items. 

Young ladies in the 1980s expressed themselves by wearing dozens of rubber bracelets and Converse high top tennis shoes. Leg warmers were worn over leggings or acid washed jeans. Tight, close fitting leggings and jeans were paired with big, boxy shirts or colorful shaker sweaters worn backwards. Plastic shoes in pastel colors were popular and were affectionately called jellies or jelly shoes. Hair was big, with bangs curled and sprayed to rise high. Many designers started to enter into fashion world that created different styles and variations.

The 1990s grunge fashion was rebellion against the outrageous styles of the 1980s. Fashion got comfortable. Hair was worn straight and loose. Clothes got baggy and shapeless. Women and men wore denim and flannel shirts. Practical fanny packs and comfortable Birkenstock sandals were popular. Ready to wear designers came to the forefront of fashion.
Write brief note on the works of main fashion designers of 1970’s.

Perhaps the two most innovative fashion designers in 1970s France were Kenzo Takada and Sonia Rykiel. 
Kenzo drew his inspiration from all over the world, mixing Western and Oriental folk influences with a fantastic joie de vivre and an instinctive understanding of what his young customers wanted. With his fluid lines, unusual prints, accessories, and finery that was hitherto unprecedented in ready-to-wear, he very much turned the fashion world upside down. 
Kenzo never fixed on one look, but preferred to view fashion as a creative, continuous adventure. Kenzo, after all, emerged first as a designer of poor-boy-style skinny sweaters. Military and ecclesiastical looks in 1978 simply streamlined and simplified his style. 

Kenzo's work argues strongly for the harmony of cultural influences. Kenzo demonstrates a sustained aesthetic of absorption, assimilating many global influences into an integrated and wholly modern style of his own. The flamboyance of Kenzo's art and life captured the popular imagination of fashion in the 1970s, but his abiding and exemplary contribution is his ability to digest many style traits and to achieve a powerful composite. 
Sonia Rykiel designed her first pullovers with reversed seams. However, more than that, she created a whole range of clothes that were extremely individual and yet could be worn almost anywhere. The Rykiel style, dominated by fluid knitted garments, dark blacks, rhinestones, long boa-like scarves, and little crocheted hats, conquered the American market, and even to this day Rykiel is considered by many Americans as the true successor of Chanel.

For women who were rich and thin enough to wear them, these skinny sweaters, with their high armholes, imparted instant chic. Part of their appeal was in their distinctive colors and striped patterns. Black, navy, gray, and beige are still standards, but there was also a unique 
In addition to knits and jerseys, she uses crêpe for soft clothes, and woven tweeds and plaids for a more structured day look. Evening fantasies are best expressed in lightweight black luxury fabrics, often combined with sequins, metallic thread, embroidery, or elaborate combinations incorporating velvet. 

Another popular British style was the resolutely unmodern, feminine, countrified style of clothing popularized by Laura Ashley, which consisted of long flounced skirts and high-necked blouses in traditional floral prints, worn with crocheted shawls. 
Laura Ashley developed the British romantic style of neo-Victorianism, reflecting past eras in clothing, textiles, accessories, and furnishings and did so demonstrating classic country styling. Integrating ideas adopted from the designs and qualities of past eras, she combined elements to create a look of nostalgic simplicity and naive innocence. Floral sprigged cotton fabrics, often directly adapted and developed from 18th-and 19th-century patterns, paisleys, and tiny prints worked with romantic detailing to create a style that was original and easily recognized. 

Victorian nightshirts, Edwardian-style dresses, pin-tucked bodices, tiered skirts, and full puffed sleeves became her trademark, aimed at the middle market and retailed at affordable prices. Ashley's self-taught skill produced ranges of womenswear, childrenswear, bridalwear, accessories, and furnishings. She established home interiors consisting of coordinated ranges of bed linens, wall tiles, curtains, cushions, and upholstery. Her brilliant concept of fabrics, her discerning research of past eras for new inspiration, and her study and reinterpretation of antique textiles led to the considerable success and endurance of the Laura Ashley label. 

Giorgio Armani is a design colonialist responsible for the creation of an aesthetic in both menswear and womenswear. Renowned for his use of fabric and expertise in tailoring, he is a world leader in menswear design responsible for the wide-shouldered look for executive women. His pared-down unstructured silhouette moved away from the standard tailored look epitomizing menswear since the 19th century; by eliminating interfaces, linings, and shoulder pads, Armani restructured the jacket, creating a softly tailored look. 

Although Armani produces entire ranges of these functional, adaptable, flexible items of clothing that seem almost throwaway in their simplicity, they are, in fact, luxurious designs made of high-quality cloth. His clothes, however, although expensive, have their own understated glamour and could never be described as ostentatious. 

Bill Blass reigns as an American classic, the man who abidingly exemplifies high style because his work plays on the sharp edge of glamor but never falls into the abyss of indecency. Likewise, it defines sophisticated style because it has elements of the naive and the crude in impeccable balance. 

He aims to create a fanciful chic, a sense of glamor and luxury. His shimmering Matisse collection, embroidered in India, transformed the wearer into a conveyor of masterpiece paintings. 

Blass learns from his clients and, in learning, addresses their needs and wishes. In designing separates, he describes what he likes with a certain top, admits that one of his clients prefers to wear it otherwise and acknowledges it looks better as she wears it. 

Another important designer of 1970’s is Nino Cerrutti. His first men's collection, Hitman, was shown in 1957 and was considered a revolution in men's wear at the time. Eventually, in 1967, the Cerruti menswear line was launched which was to be followed by a womenswear collection a year later. 
In 1995, the Cerruti Jeans line was launched. Cerruti clothes are classically tailored, elegant and made of high quality fabrics. In the field of menswear, he is an acknowledged leader in suits. His womenswear often adapts the mens styles to give a casual elegant look for women. 

How the 19th century influenced fashion industry? What major changes came about in fashion industry in the early 19th century and why?

19th century’s effect on fashion industry comprises initial steps from custom garments towards the emergence of brands, fashion shows, understanding of fashion as a social element, emergence of fashion designers and stylists as we know today.
Until 18th century, couturiers were making personal dresses for their clients at their own homes. With the new vision of Charles Frederic Worth, this tradition has dramatically changed. This was first time in history he opened his own maison in order to present his own collection prepared annually. He also organized first fashion show in history. Furthermore, he also labeled his dresses with his own name which gave way to the concept of brands as we see today. 
After opening his fashion house in Paris, another fashion houses started to run their own businesses. Besides this, another new and first way of understanding occurred. Fashion houses started to hire artists to draw a sample design for customers rather than producing it which enabled fashion houses to produce pre-approved or selected garments also created the tradition of today’s stylists or fashion illustrator and designers.

Above mentioned changes in the 19th century changed the concept of fashion by adding emotion, needs, cultural and social elements on it. Furthermore, fashion started to be a business and industry.

Activity

Look through some old magazines cut out pictures showing fashion in the last two decades. Also find some photos from the latest fashion shoots and compare them. How does the modern fashion dresses differ from those of the past? Discuss in a report.

When we look at pictures of last two decades namely 90’s and 2000’s, we could say that 90’s were dominated by some fashion trends. Some of the foregoing trends of 90’s are grunge look, overalls, colourful drawstring pants, printed biker shorts, ripped jeans, windbreakers, high-platform shoes, knee-high socks, short jackets, mini denim skirts.
Also 2000’s fashion represents marked by peasant tops, shiny pants, cut-up biker tops, cowgirl shirts, vertical stripe flare pants, striped sweaters, corset and off-the shoulder tops.

When we compare last two decades fashion from today’s fashion, we can see in first look that today’s fashion dominated by multi-fashion movements. Everything is fashionable at the same time and nothing is also fashionable. It is possible to see every past fashion trends look at today’s fashion with some changes adopted by the creativity of the designer. Nevertheless, the importance and beauty of the women body emphasized even in sport wear or in evening dress. Today’s fashion carries elements from every passed fashion trends but also new emerged designers have added new elements to fashion field like impractical accessories or clothing. Actually today women do not hesitate to present her body with extra mini dresses, depth vents or embodied transparent dresses.
In 1990’s clothes were not completely tight that cargo pants and jeans, blouses, shirts were large and opunent compared by today’s street wear and fashion shows. In 2000’s pictures we could see the lines and forms were tighter than 90’s as an indication for today’s firm form. Modern fashion dresses are carrying the traces of wealth, vanity and being smart. According to me by the gained importance of women body, today’s men fashion also looks like more and more changed compared by past. Men also started to be much more crisp by getting some steps through women style by using different colour and prints on their clothes and also by wearing more tight jeans or pants. 

Now we are living in a fully technological era which enables us to reach any and every information much more quick than ever. This freedom provides every kind of freedom and variations to human life by sharing, reaching, tracing the information we want. By the reflection of this freedom to the every layer of life, like all other era’s this era is dominated by the freedom itself. Fashion is now free and not bordered or dominated by one trend as seen by the different lines and forms of the fashion shows or in work life or street life.
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