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 Give short answers for the following questions: 

I. How is the formal balance achieved in dress designing?

Balance in fashion design can be achieved with the use of features, such as seams, hemlines, and necklines. Symmetrical applications of balance (for example, a straight hemline) are the norm, but asymmetrical balance can be effective too. In the past several years, asymmetrical necklines have achieved popularity. Asymmetrical balance is more complex and trickier to achieve than symmetrical balance. For example, a one-shoulder gown might look interesting with its asymmetrical neckline, but a jacket with one lapel larger than the other would just look bad. 


     

II. How can harmony be created in a design?

Harmony design means all parts of the visual image relate to and complement each other. Harmony can be achieved through repetition and rhythm. Repetition reemphasizes visual units, connecting parts and creating an area of attention. 

      
III. What is the relationship between the principles and elements in a design?

The principles of design serve as a guide lines for combining elements. The way in which these principles are applied affects the expressive content, or the message of the work. 

 

IV. Describe at least three ways for creating rhythm in dress designing. 

Flowing: A flowing rhythm gives a sense of movement, and is often more organic in nature

 
Regular:A regular rhythm occurs when the intervals between the elements, and often the elements themselves, are similar in size or length. 

 
Progressive:A progressive rhythm shows a sequence of shapes and forms through a progression of steps 

 

 What are the principles of design? How do they help a designer analyse the effectiveness of a design? 

1. Balance:a large shape close to the centre can be balanced by a small shape close to the edge. A large light toned shape will be balanced by a small dark toned shape, therefore, the darker the shape; the heavier it appears to be.

 
2. Emphasis:is an area that first attracts attention in a composition. This area is more important when compared to the other objects or elements in a composition.  This can be by contrast of values, more colors, and placement in the format.
 

3. Harmony: is the visually satisfying effect of combining similar, related elements.

  
4. Proportion:refers to the relative size and scale of the various elements in a design. The issue is the relationship between objects, or parts, of a whole. 

 

5. Rhythm: a movement in which some elements recurs regularly.  Like a dance it will have a flow of objects that will seem to be like the beat of music.  

 

Activity 

Find pictures of some dresses from fashion magazines. Describe the beauty of each in terms of line, silhouette, shapes and spaces, colour, and texture (fabric, pattern, and trims) as well as balance, proportion, rhythm, and emphasis. Do all elements and principles work together harmoniously? What elements dominate? Find two garments that you feel are unsuccessful. Analyse them in the same way to discover what element or principle has not been properly used. 

 

This dress accommodates all principles of design:

the waist line is beautifully ornamented with the white trimming, and balanced out with the shoulder/chest flowers. The skirt is flattering and elongating the model. The shades of pink has a nice contrast with the skin colour, making it very pleasant to look at. The light weight fabric gives the dress a feminine touch and yet is not loosing its shape.



This style seems too overwhelming, too many ruffles everywhere. There is no harmony in the style, as one side there is a big chunk of tulle and around the hips a messy look.
