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Sewing Basics 

Unit 13
1.Give short answers for the following questions:
I. What is the use of fusible webbing?
Fusible web is a man made fiber that will melt when heated. When placed between two pieces of fabric, the melting action of the web causes it to fuse the fabrics together. It is not woven or knitted.Fusible web is available in rolls, similar to tape, in various widths, by the yard in the and in pre-packaged pieces.

  
 II. How should the fabric storage area be organized? 
Fabrics should be not exposed to day light, in order to prevent discoloration.
Fabrics can be organised by colour, texture, purpose (craft or cloth making, furnishing etc).
They can be either folded and stored in boxes, hanging on a curtain pole, closet, hooks etc (it takes up less space and keeps the fabric wrinkle free)

  
  

III. Why it is important to have a separate fabric storage area for storing patterns? 
By keeping a designated area for all the patterns, it is more likely that pieces will not get lost, mixed up or demaged. Patterns can be stored by types of garments ( trousers, skirts, childrens clothes etc)

  
IV. What is the difference between diagonal basic stitch and dress maker basting stitch?
Diagonal stitch is used to prevent slipping of material when inserting zippers or putting in coat linings. 

  

Basting stitch is an even stitch that is used to temporarily join two layers together. It is like the running stitch except the stitches are longer and wider apart. 

  

 2. Define the followings:  Hemming, combination stitch, back stitching, shirring, gathering, gauging, whipping 
Hemming:  a garment finishing method, where the edge of a piece of cloth is folded narrowly and sewn to prevent unravelling of the fabric. 

  

Combination stitch: is two running stitches followed by one backstitch. It is stronger than a straight running stitch, but not as strong as backstitching. 

 
  

Back stitching: a stitch sewn one stitch length backward on the front side and two stitch lengths forward on the reverse side to form a solid line of stitching on both sides. 

  
Shirring: is the effect gotten by two or more rows of gathering. Make two or three lines of running stitches not more than ¼ inch apart and, holding all the ends together, gather and fasten threads around a pin. 

  
Gathering: is a sewing technique for shortening the length of a strip of fabric so that the longer piece can be attached to a shorter piece.

  

Gauging: is used to bring a large amount of material into a small space. Do two or three lines of uneven basting, making sure that corresponding stitches lie directly in line, one above the other. Pull up threads as in gathering and shirring. 

  

Whipping: is done to get a fine finished edge. Roll edge to be whipped a little at a time, wrong side facing you, hold roll tightly, and make tiny slanted stitches that pass under, not through the roll. 

  
3. Explain the following types of seams and where each of the following seam is used? Whipped seam, curved seam, strap seam, lapped hem stitched seam, tucked seam 

Whipped: is a stitch used to reinforce the edge of thick materials, It is also known as "A decorative stitch used to finish an unhemmed blanket

.
 
Curved seam: when making an outward-curved seam, the material will have reduced bulk and lie flat if notches are cut into the seam allowance. Alternatively, when making an inward-curved seam, clips are cut into the seam allowance to help the seam lie flat with reduced bulk in the fabric

 
   
Strap seam: is used for decoration. Plain seam is made and pressed open. On the right side, baste a strip of material with edges turned in, and edge stitch both sides. Braid and other trimmings may also be used 

 
Lapped hem stitched seam:  this type of seam is frequently used on nonwoven fabrics, suchas synthetic suede and leather, as well as real suede and leather, because their edges do not fray. 

 

 Tucked seam: A tucked seam is a decorative seam. Where two layers of fabric join there is a tuck instead of a smooth transition. They tend to be used on yokes and bands to accentuate a seamline.
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