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               How the First World War influenced Fashion

The war affected the fashion industry quite dramatically, changes had to come about quickly and efficiently. Women adopted men's clothing for its comfort and practicality for use in the work place, trousers for women became much more popular because of this. Clothing wasn't about the latest fashion trends, or looking the best in this dark time. Everyone was coming together to do what they could to defend their country, so they needed reliability and comfort from their clothes. Fabric reduction came about and rationing meant styles were very limited, blacks, browns, and whites were the primary colours because dyes became scarce. This period changed the overall silhouette in fashion. 


            The characteristics of the 20th century's fashion

The 20th century saw a lot of changes in the fashion industry, Parisian designers set the tone for the rest of the western world, although most high fashion originated in Paris, materials and designs became more accessible to designers all over the world as travel improved, meaning continents could be crossed with ease. 
Fashion magazines became more read and recognized, they started to add photographs of the designers creations, this became very influential because it not only published designs from numerous designers that could be seen by fashion enthusiasts all over the country, but it was also trying to make fashion known as an art form.
Silhouettes started to become flexible and changed towards narrower, straight lines. During the 1920's women embraced more comfortable fashions such as trousers, and short skirts. Fashion was becoming more modern. Before the hardships of the great depression forcing more conservative styles, the Flapper era lasted throughout the 1920's into the 1930's. 
The 1940's saw many fashion houses close due to the second world war. Times became tough again. 1947 saw a new silhouette created by Dior, which consisted of tiny waists, voluptuous busts, and full skirts. 
1950's fashion varied greatly, some styles taking inspiration from the 1920's.
The 1960's and 70's revolutionized the fashion system. A huge variety of clothing for men and women became accessible, bell bottoms and short miniskirts became popular. Once again the cut and lines of clothes in the fashion industry changed, clothes were simple, clean cut, and neat. Synthetic fabrics were becoming more and more popular and widely used as they were able to take dyes well.
Radical changes started happening in London in the 70's. Punk influenced fashion greatly. Punk fashion was all about self-expression, people cut up their clothes and ripped their jeans in rebellion to the disco hippie style that was popular in the 70s. Vivienne Westwood is largely responsible for bringing punk fashion in the mainstream. 
Yet again fashion took another turn in the 1980's, it saw a large number of promising newcomers, some designers looked to the past for creativity, and others looked to the future. The 1980s could quite easily be remembered as the era of brightly coloured clothes, shoulder pads, higher stilettos, and leg warmers. 
Ready to wear fashion really came to the forefront in the 1990's, having retailers such as The Gap, offering people every day wearable clothes with comfortability. Environmental and economic awareness and animal rights were also big around this time, and made top designers change their fabrics to faux fur. 
The early fashion in the 2000's took much of its inspiration from the future and technology, with clothing in shiny metallic fabrics. People’s technology such as iPods and phones became somewhat of an accessory. 
The invention of the internet helped fashion enthusiasts all over the world share their outfits and designs, it helped the rise in sales for clothing shops because people all over the world could purchase clothes from them. The internet is home to a huge fashion community. 
Fashion in the 2000's also took to the past, and vintage clothing started to become popular. 


                       Fashion Designers of the 1970's 

Here are a few of the most influential designers of the 1970's:-

Sonia Rykiel

Known for her pullovers with reversed seams and knitted garments, her clothing was always individual. The colour palette for most of her designs were beige, grey, black, dark blue, and charcoal. 

Halston 

Roy Halston Frowick created popular dresses, many seen on dance floors. They were perfect for dancing because of their construction. Draped, and free moving without any buttons or zippers. He also created a lot of minimalist clean cut designs that were big in the 70s. 


Laura Ashley 

 Laura Ashley's fashions is characterized as romantic, feminine, countrified style that included traditional floral prints, often with a 19th century rural feel. 

Thea Porter

Dorothea Noelle Naomi, otherwise known as, “Thea Porter” was of French and English heritage, she spent most of her life travelling the world, which later inspired her bohemian fashion collections. She brought opulent middle east fashions to London. 

Giorgio Armani 

Giorgio Armani formed his company in 1975, and is particularly noted for his menswear. His clothes consist of clean tailored lines – modern yet relaxed. He used sophisticated menswear fabrics for his de-structured women's suits.


       How the 19th Century influenced the Fashion Industry


The 19th century revolutionized the fashion industry, creating new ways that still remain till this day.  Charles Frederic Worth is a very notable designer because of his achievement in changing the way things were done back then, from creating the first clothes label with his name on it, to organizing the first fashion show at his Maison De Couture, and to getting his clientele to come to him, are just a few of the things that have had a real impact on the way things are done in the industry. Artists were hired to sketch and paint designs for garments so people could see if they liked the design before it being made. The invention of the sewing machine and new dye formulas were constantly increasing the speed and ease of clothing manufacture. These technical advances and manufacturing capabilities were making fashions accessible to the masses. It wasn't just the upper classes that were dressed in the latest fashionable clothes, the middle and lower classes could enjoy these benefits too.




                     Fashion over the past two decades
                                     1990 – 2010

From 1990 to 2010, style has changed quite a bit. It seems as though the clothing in 2010 was more reserved and masculine than in the 90s. Women dressed sophisticated and looked powerful in military inspired clothing, trench coats. And skinny fitting jeans, a complete opposite look to the 90s. 
Sportswear style clothing seemed to be very popular back in the 90s, tracksuit bottoms, crop sweaters, and really short shorts were often worn by both sexes. Missing out all the years in between and only focusing on 1990 and 2010, the look people were going for differed a lot. We have more skin showing, crazy patterned fabrics, sportswear inspired high waisted fashion on one end, then obscure and masculine, yet still feminine military inspired fashion on the other. 
Thinking about all the years in between, the styles changed rather progressively, we had shiny metallic fabrics in the early 2000s, used for clothing such as cargo trousers and bandanna tops, then, reviving past fashions from the 70s, we had long flowing skirts, quite young looking outfits, and skin started to be shown off more.
Going a few years later on we had clothes that colour blocked, and stood out. Adventurous long dresses were worn by many celebrities in a range of fabrics, consisting of a lot of sheer and silky fabrics. 

Looking back on all these fashion trends and styles over the past decades and centuries, the fashion industry has improved greatly, it’s become an empire, housing so many influential designers pushing boundaries and creating clothes that can be called an art form. Fashion is a source of self-expression, it’s a way of life, a main source of inspiration to many individuals, and it can set you apart from the masses and make you known. 
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