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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:

1. Give brief answers for the following:
i. What is meant by the term ‘best evidence’?
This does not refer to the most appropriate evidence to support a claim; it simply means that all evidence submitted must be original.
ii. Why is it important to keep the collected evidence in well organized manner?
It is very important to keep the collected evidence in well organized manner so to ensure that there is no alterations and no form of damage of the evidence.
iii. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.
· Personal computer
· Network services
· Security systems
· Storage media
· Digital cameras
· Printers
· Wireless and cordless telephone
iv. Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process?
Points to be noted are:
· Client’s policies on record retention and level of compliance
· Visit storage locations for paper records off and on site
· Ensure the existence and storage of employee files
· Personal computers of employees at home or in office should also be checked.
· Analyze organizational hierarchy so as to know who reports to whom, etc.
v. What are the “working papers”? Which type of information do they contain?
Working papers are materials and documents which are included in the working papers of a forensic accountant and it usually differs from investigation to another. Some information contained in the working papers are:
· Documentation specifying chain of custody
· Court pleadings and deposition transcripts
· Photographs or digital photos, preferably with a date/time stamp
· Interview notes and audio recordings
· Electronic computer files
vi. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.
They are:
· Document Retention Consideration
· Planning Consideration
· Creating a chain of custody
Document Retention Consideration: Considering Forensic Accountant’s investigation heavily relies on documentary proof, documents retention and preservations are tasks of utmost importance.
Planning the Consideration: It is usually important to meet up with clients, depending on the nature of investigation, in order to discuss the type of evidence that may be required and to locate the evidence relating to the time under scrutiny.
Creating a chain of custody: The chain of custody serves as proof that the evidence has been properly preserved from alteration and damage from the time when it was collected to its presentation.
vii. Which types of documents are collected in evidence gathering process and what would be the possible sources for these?
Types of documents are:
· Signed statements
· Transactions paper works
· Intranet sources
· Emails 
Signed Statements: It is always useful to obtain written and signed statements from witnesses as well as the complaints.
Transactional paper works: Another document the investigator must look for is any document or paper trials led by transactions e.g. Invoices, vouchers, etc
Intranet Sources: The facilities and web logs of the company can also be where to collect evidence by the investigator.
Emails: They are a very common mode of communication in a business organization and the investigator might benefit from this when looking for evidence.

The sources of the documents collected in evidence gathering are:
· Documents from the victim
· Documents from third parties
· Documents from the suspects.
Documents from the victim: It is one of the sources of the document. This is usually collected from the victim or complaint and is collected immediately so as to prevent lost or damage of the document.
Documents from third parties: It is very likely that third party such as banks, big organizations and government will possess crucial piece of information that link the suspect to criminal activities. Some of the suspect contacts are:
· Financial sectors, e.g. bank
· Interactions with professionals, e.g. accountants
· Interactions within the industry e.g. networking groups
· Government
· Personal contacts.
Documents from the suspect: Investigators usually target the suspects last when they are gathering evidence. Investigators typically exhaust all their options before approaching the suspect. Investigators are advised to familiarize themselves with the suspect’s personal and business habits as the lack of such knowledge may cause them to make faulty judgments, miss important evidence, discard valuable evidence as irrelevant, etc.

2. Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigation.
They are:
· Direct
· Circumstantial
Direct Evidence: is evidence that proves a fact without any inference or presumptions. This may take the form of confessions obtained in a court of law or during the course of investigation.
Circumstantial Evidence: is evidence that proves a fact through inference or presumptions. This is admissible in a court of law. Proving the suspect’s willful intent can be categorized as circumstantial evidence. It could be used for crimes like malice, motive, intent, etc or to prove something that exists in the mind of the perpetrators.

3. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non-financial crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of the two types of evidences?
The basic difference in the composition of the two types of evidence is that; in non-financial evidence, evidence could be gotten from the direct type of evidence which could include confession, real or physical evidence, e.g. of physical evidence is weapon, pistol, etc. It is usually gotten in court; while in financial evidence, evidence could be gotten from the circumstantial evidence which means analyzing, presumption or inferences in relation to one another in order to prove the ultimate fact. It is usually admissible in a court of law.
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