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	1. Give brief answers for the following questions:
I. What is meant by the term “best evidence”?
Best evidence is a term that is used in connection with document collection. It does not mean the best to evidence a case. It means that all evidence must be original. In the case of an exception the investigator should clarify the reason. The originals are necessary to be on the safe side that there is no manipulation of evidences. That is important because normally original evidences are more weighted during an investigation or/and court proceedings as copies. If the originals are not available the suspect or victim has to explain it comprehensibly.  

II. Why it is important to keep the collected evidence in well-organized manner?
It is important to keep the collected evidence in well-organized manner because during an investigation the investigator receives a lot of evidences in connection with various issues. So it is necessary to organize the collection of evidence to maintain the overview. Also important is to know which information has priority. Normally all investigators have the risk that the suspect or victim destroy or manipulate evidences. Therefore it is the task of an investigator to organize which evidences have a high danger to manipulate them, e. g. data in an information system. With a key user it is possible to change figures, dates and so on.  

III. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.
The following devices could help when collecting evidence:
· Personal computers
· Network servers
· Wireless and cordless telephones
· PDAs and BlackBerry devices
· Answering machines
· Paging devices
· Caller ID devices
· Digital cameras
· Facsimile machines
· Printers
· Scanners
· ID card printers
· Copiers
· Compact disc duplicators
· Smart cards/magnetic stripe cards
· Security systems
· Global positioning systems
· Electronic gaming devices
· Vehicle computer devices
· Storage media

IV. Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the points that should be considered is the kind of evidence. The handling of evidence depends on the medium, e. g. physical or paper documents vs. storage media. Especially for electronic documents it could be possible that the investigator needs help from a specialist to analyze them and he must be sure that the electronic evidences are available, e. g. data are not deleted, and backups are accessible and so on. The investigator should also consider that the documents or witnesses are on different location or not in the company anymore. Therefore the investigator should get an overview of the organization and how the lines of communication are working. 

V. What are the “working papers”? Which type of information do they contain?
The term working papers mean the summarization, analysis and evaluation of the gathered evidences from an investigation. These documents are often used as submission to the court or other involved stakeholders. Working papers could contain the following type of information:
· Accounting records and other documents. That means all relevant financial information in an organization.
· Public record searches. That means all relevant public accessible information for an investigator like Facebook profiles.
· Electronic computer files like E-Mails or computer files.
· Photographs or digital photos
· Documentation specifying chain of custody
· Interview notes and audio recordings
· Third-party information from interested third parties like counsel, bank and/or external auditors
· Court pleadings and deposition transcripts.

VI. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.
The first step in the evidence gathering process is to define the scope or focus of an investigation and to get any background information of the suspect or victim. The next step for an investigator is to know the different kind of evidence, e. g. electronic documents or media, and physical or paper documents. Also important is to know the involved people and how they could bring the investigation forward. The last point is to preserve and document the gathered evidence properly. That is important because the evidence must be official presented, e. g. to the court. 

VII. Which types of documents are collected in evidence gathering process and what could be the possible sources for these?
The following types of documents are possible in evidence gathering process:
· Signed statements: These evidences could come from witnesses.
· Transactional paperwork: Every organization works in a different manner. Therefore, it is important for an investigator to understand the work flows of an organization, e. g. documents outside the standard reporting and figures.
· Intranet sources: Normally the intranet is a source of relevant information, e. g. he could figure out how an organization communicates with some stakeholders and especially in chats or blogs an investigator could figure out the mood of an organization
· E-Mails: In modern communication a lot of information are send via E-Mail. Securing of data from E-Mail accounts is important to gather evidences.

2. Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations. 
There are various types of evidence. The easiest evidence is the direct; e. g. the perpetrator makes a confession or an eyewitness makes a statement. Nevertheless direct evidence must be checked carefully; e. g. a confession about financial fraud could be made by a family member, by a competitor or an eyewitness gives information by hearsay. 
A next type of evidence is the circumstantial evidence. In this case the financial investigator combines a lot of evidence and he comes to a conclusion. A focus of this kind of evidence is to get knowledge about the motivation of a suspect. 
Those two kinds of evidence can be categorized in oral (e. g. eyewitness, confession), documentary (e. g. contracts, statements everything written) and real (e. g. tangible objects or property) evidence.   
Important for the success of an investigation is that during the investigation the evidence must be checked for relevancy, materiality, competency and hearsay. Relevancy means that the evidence must be in connection with the case. The financial investigator must weigh the relevance but he must be careful in his decision. In case of doubt the court should decide if the evidence is relevant or not. The same also applies for materiality. The evidence should also be competency that means a proper documentation and a legal manner. Incompetent could be hearsay. During a financial investigation hearsay could be only a first impression because it is not the personal knowledge of a witness. This statements and evidence must be checked and supported by e. g. written evidence or eyewitness reports

3. “Financial crime investigations generally result in higher volumes of evidence and more complicated theories of evidence than non-financial crime.” Discuss.
In general financial crime investigations have a higher volume of evidence and are much more complex than other investigations. That has several reasons; the first is that every case is different from another. At the beginning of an investigation it is not possible to have an overview of the whole case. During an investigation a lot of changes and developments are possible, e. g. new information, new suspects and so on. So the plan and the target could be changed. In comparison to other crime investigations in financial crime they have normally a complex constellation of acting persons, companies and or institutions. So it is necessary for the investigator to know facts about the business model, the processes, the organization and the external and internal environment of a company to bring the financial crime in the right context. 
Another point which makes the financial crime investigation more complex is the high volume of possible evidences; e. g. in a booking system from a company the investigator has the option to analyze the whole bookings for anomalies. So it is not easy to set focus on the main important points. Another option to gather evidences are interviews, analyzing of databases, trash collection and surveillance. In non-financial crime, e. g. crime of passion it exists only a small group of suspects, small group of witnesses, some traces (e. g. murder weapon), an easier motive for the crime and a badly thought through. That makes it easier than financial crime. 
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