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I) Moral reasoning is a thinking process with the objective of determining whether an idea is right or wrong. To know whether something is “right” or “wrong” one must first know what that something is intended to accomplish.
II) Children’s understanding of right and wrong develops in line with their understanding of other problems to be solved. Piaget states that children change in answer to moral problems depending on what section of moral development they are on. Preschoolers are premoral, 6-10 year olds- know that consequences are important and rules are external, 10-11 year olds know that intentions important and rules are internal.
III) Stage 0- Egocentric reasoning, stage 1- unquestioned obedience, stage 2- what’s in it for me fairness, stage 3 interpersonal conformity, stage 4- responsibility to the system, stage 5- principled conscience.
IV)  Bandura states that children first study how to behave morally through a model, such as a teacher, parent or an older sibling. Children tend to imitate older people that are authoritative, as they look to have a lot of power, social learning experts state that moral development can be helped by ensuring that the children’s acceptable behavior is rewarded with praise, and that unacceptable behavior is given a punishment such as 10 minutes time out.
The I.D – works by gut instincts, first part to grow, works on what feels nice, works on wishes and hopefulness. The ego- works on basis of real world and makes direct contact with reality, looks to find normal ways to solve things, is sensible and works on being sensible consistently. The superego- values in society, looks for most ideal action, has the conscience, looks out for conformity.

2) Kohlberg (1958) based his research on Paget’s (1932) theory of moral development but developed his ideas further. Piagets story-telling technique in telling stories involving moral dilemmas were used. One of the best stories known of Kohlberg concerned a man called Heinz, his wife was dying from cancer, the drug to cure her was selling for ten times the cost it took to make it which, Heinz could not afford. Heinz raised half the money and asked if he could have the drug cheaper, this was refused. In a state of desperation to save his wife, Heinz later broke into the chemist and stole the drug.
 Kohlberg then asked children a series of questions like: Should Heinz have stolen  
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2 continued) the drug? Would it change anything if Heinz did not love his wife? If the person dying was a stranger would this change anything? Should the police arrest the chemist for murder if the woman had died? In the results, Kohlberg identified 3 distinct levels of moral reasoning, each with 2 sub stages. People can only pass through these levels in the order listed. Each new stage replaces the reasoning typical of the earlier stage. Not all people achieve all the stages.
 Level 1- Pre-conventional morality (stages 1 and 2) At this stage we do not have a personal code of morality; instead our moral code is shaped by the standards of adults and the consequences of following or breaking their rules. ( Authority is outside the individual and reasoning is based on the physical consequences of actions)

Level 2- Conventional morality (stages 3 and 4 ) At this level (most adolescents and adults) we begin to internalize the moral standards of valued adult role models. Authority is internalized but not yet questioned and reasoning is based on the norms of the group to which the person belongs.

Level 3- Post conventional morality (stages 5 and 6) Individual judgement is based on self- chosen principles, moral reasoning is based on individual rights and justice ( 10-15 %  of adults not before mid-30’s)

3) Stage 0 egocentric reasoning – occurs from pre-school to around four years of age. Children think that they have a reason to be good as they get treats + will not face consequences.

Stage 1-Unquestioned obedience (kindergarten age) children know what is right + should do what they are requested because then they make sure they don’t get into trouble. 

Stage 2 – What’s in it for me (early elementary age) start to do what they feel is best for them but to also be respectful to them – for example doing as they are told as to avoid punishment + hopefully gain a treat as a reward for their good behavior. 

Stage 3- Interpersonal conforming – children know now what’s expected of them + know how to be a “good person” they also will start to care about what others think of them + when praised will build up their self-esteem.

Stage 4 – Responsibility to “the system” Children now understand that they should complete their responsibilities to the social system they belong to + by being good the system is doesn’t collapse + the child maintains self-respect as somebody who meets their expectations.

Stage 5 – Principled conscience – this occurs in young adulthood; at this stage respect for others is cared about, the responsibility of moral feelings to respond in accordance with the action of respect of every individual person.
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