[image: image2.png]ﬁ
o R



                                                                  

	Student Name:
	Danah Al-Khatrash

	Student Number:
	1472

	Course:
	Diploma in Child Psychology

	Assignment NO:
	2


Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.

For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1. I.  The four key components of attachment are safe haven, secure base, proximity maintenance and separation distress. Children feel secure when they are around their caregivers and will display anguish and distress when they are separated from them.
        II. A child’s primary attachment is called a prototype because it is the first bond that the child creates. All of the child’s future bonds will be based on this prototype. 

      III. Bowlby’s theory of attachment states that the bond between a child and their primary caregivers may decide how the child’s future relationships develop.
     IV. A monotropy is when a child depends on a warm and loving relationship more than anything else. This is an innate and a naturalistic need.

     V. The maternal deprivation hypothesis states that infants who did not form a sufficient attachment to their primary caregivers will have a lasting negative impact on their personal development and future relationships.
    VI. If attachments are not formed, the possible consequences are affection less psychopathy and developmental retardation..
   VII. Bowlby’s internal working model states that the result of an infant’s attachment with their primary caregiver will affect the child’s parenting success. Generally, if the child grew up in a positive and loving environment, they will raise their own children in a similar upbringing.
  VIII. The long-term consequences of maternal deprivation are insecurity and low self-worth. Children could grow up to be affection less psychopaths which could lead to juvenile delinquency. 
2. During the 1950s and 1960s, Harlow conducted a series of experiments on maternal-separation and social isolation on rhesus monkeys. Harlow’s experiment was to study the effect of tactile affection on social and cognitive development. Eight rhesus monkeys were separated from their mothers within hours after their birth. Two surrogate mothers were created that provided milk. One of them was covered in wire mesh and the other was wrapped in a fur towel. The surrogate mothers were placed in their respective cages. The monkeys spent 6 months with these surrogate mothers. It was apparent that the monkeys preferred the surrogate that was wrapped in a fur towel despite the fact that the wire mesh surrogate was the one who supplied the milk. When a toy was placed in the cage, the monkeys sought security from the fur wrapped mother until they felt safe enough to investigate. The critical period of a monkey’s life is their first few months. If a monkey did not form a bond with a caregiver at this stage, they will have a great difficulty in creating future attachments because they do not have a prototype to base these attachments on. Also, social deprivation has a huge impact on normal development. Infant monkeys were placed in a room to interact with other monkeys for a brief time each day. These monkeys, in comparison with the ones left in isolation, had normal social and emotional development. 

3. (a) Attachment is an emotional bond formed by children with their caregivers. This is first and the most important bond that a person makes.
    (b) Deprivation occurs when someone loses or harms an existing attachment.
   (c) Privation is when an attachment has failed to form. Unlike the loss of an already existing attachment, like deprivation, an attachment has never actually manifested.
  (d) Evolution is the continuous course of genetic changes. Over time, people will develop something to help them adapt better to their environment.
   (e) Separation anxiety happens when a baby is in torment because they have been split up from their mother.

Activity
Amal, a two year old girl, was separated from her mother for two months. Her mother had to travel on a work-related trip and left Amal at her grandmother’s house. Prior to the trip, Amal was very attached to her mother. She visited her grandmother on a daily basis and was very familiar with everyone living in the house and to the place itself. When her mother left, she was crying a lot and constantly asking about her mother. She refused to sleep in a bedroom by herself, she slept in the same bed as her grandmother. After a while, she was not asking about her mother as much. She became even more attached to her grandmother. She became very involved in everything that her grandmother did and wanted to help her with every single household chore. She settled into her grandmother’s daily routine and adapted to the changes. When her mother returned to the country, Amal was naturally excited to have her mother back. However, she did not want to leave her grandmother’s house. To her, this felt like her home now. She dealt with having to leave her grandmother the same way as when her mother left. She has had to deal with separation anxiety from two caregivers in a short period of time. 
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