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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1. Name the different kinds of transport used for moving goods in supply chain? 

We can distinguish five different types of transport:
· Rail,
· Road,
· Water,
· Air,
· Pipeline.
Rail transport is used extensively in many countries due to high volume of traffic in some of the countries and lack of good roads in others.
That form of transport is used very often in many European countries. Rail transport is less versatile than road transport but much cheaper.
Road transport is probably the most popular type of transport in many countries. Using the road transport we can deliver directly to anywhere. That form of transport is very flexible. We can use it to move almost any product. Road transport is very effective because is specialized in all sorts of goods. 
Water transport is one of the least expensive types of transport but it is no the fastest one. It is considered as a slowest form of transport and also very limited. Water transport can only deliver to the port facilities which are available in the area. On the other hand we can move big amounts of products for the long distance even from overseas locations. Mostly products are loaded into containers and they can easily be transferred from the vessel onto the rail or truck and taken to its final location. 
Air transport is not the most popular mode of transport because it is quite expensive. Although is very effective in some cases for example when we need to transfer high value goods or we need to deliver goods very quickly.
Pipeline we can only use that type of transport for very few types of products like crude oil, natural gas, chemicals and water. That transport type is rather slow and inflexible.

2. Which factors should be considered when choosing a mode of transport for transporting goods?

The selection process should be based on preselected factors listed below to choose the best possible form of transport. 
Availability- we can describe that factor as an accessibility of the form of transport. If the chosen form of transport is not easy available it loses its usefulness because it is not the best option in certain condition. 
Speed is one of the most important factors. To define speed of the mode of transport we have to consider total time of the journey including transhipments and waiting times if required. Also we need to remember that the fastest way of transporting is not always the best one because it may generate additional costs. On the other hand the cheap one may cause the delays so the final decision will depend upon the situation. 
Price- Again, we have to consider total cost including loading and unloading, transportation and any other additional charges. This is another important factor we have to consider. Cost can also be linked to affordability of the user. 
Reliability- we can define that factor as ability to avoid delays in transported goods caused by unforeseen circumstances. Possible failures will increase total time of delivery which is not very convenient for anyone involved in the process. If the mode of transport is not reliable it means we are losing time and money. 
Safety- Considering increasing number of accidents safety is another important factor. We can describe it as ability to protect transported goods from either partial damage loss or complete destruction. It is very important factor while dealing with fragile materials.
Frequency- Higher frequency decreases the waiting time which is very important. . Also it is very helpful in case of delays. Higher frequency making the mode of transport more desirable.
Special facilities- this is very important factor when we have to transport non-standard goods or bulky load. We can only use certain modes of transport who will be able to provide required special facilities. 
Value -more valuable goods require special attention it may increase inventory costs as well as transport cost. To transport valuable items we will use more costly form of transport.
Importance- everything depends on how quickly we need to deliver goods. Even if this is not something particularly valuable sometimes it may be a crucial part of production and hold up operations. I that case we will need to use the fastest mode of transport even if it is not the cheapest one. 



3. What is intermodal transport? What are the key advantages of using this type of transport system? 

Intermodal transport is a type of transport involving different modes of transportation for example:
· Air
· Water
· Rails
· Trucks
The cargo is loaded in containers and that container is moved to the final customer on multiple modes like ships, trucks, aircraft, rails etc. without unpacking the cargo from the container. This system is very safe and involves much less handling time. We can say that this in very economic form of transport. Intermodal is a perfect form of transportation for import, exports, cross continental shipments for example from China to UK.
The main key advantages are lower cost and high security of the products. For the last couple of years transport industry has been facing higher demands, increased fuel prices and driver shortages. Intermodal transport is the solution for that sort of problems. Apart from the cost savings there are also environmental benefits and motorway safety results. That form of transport is very flexible and prices are more predictable. Loading and unloading goods in a dropped trailer significantly reduces handling costs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Intermodal transport is giving wider access to equipment and standardized transit schedules. It has a positive effect on reliability, capacity and safety advantages. Intermodal transport helps the companies to increase control of their supply chain.




Figure 1 Intermodal transport process
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Loading onto the truck
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