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ASSESMENT  07							
Q.1 - Multiple choice  question :
I. )   How would you convey a room scheme to a client visually?

ANSWER : b)   produce a concept board 

ii.)   What document is formulated by the designer after all the relevant information is
gathered?     

ANSWER :  a)   a questionnaire

Iii.)    Once the designer is clear about the availability of  budget he can ask the client some
questions to know exactly;

ANSWER :  b)   project design

Iv.)    if there is a pet in the house a designer should know about it because;

ANSWER :  b)   this affects the finishes and surfaces used




Q.2 - Short question :
1.)  The information collected at the “information gathering stage” usually relates to the
four areas. What are these?
          ANSWER :  Function , Practicalities , Aesthetics , Budget 
           FUNCTION      - How long do you plan to live in this home?
                                    -  Are there, or are there likely to be, children in the household? If there are children right now how many are there and what are their ages?( this affects the room planning)
                                   -  Are there any pets in the house? If so what kind? (this affect the finishes and surfaces used)
                                  -  Are there any elderly relatives living with you, or likely to be? (if so you will need to think about good lighting on the stairs, corridors and hall ways, non-slip bathroom floors etc)
                                  -  How many people stay at home for the whole day?  (this may affect the colours and lighting)
                             -  What  are  the  respective  needs  of  each  member  of  the  household?  Are  these  needs  likely  to  change?
                                 -   Where does the family feel more comfortable eating?
                                -   Who uses the living room most?
                                -  How many people do you usually entertain at once?
                                -  How often do you entertain? And why?
                                -  In which room do you entertain the most?
                               -   How many people do you usually entertain at once?
                               -   How often do you entertain? And why?
                               -  In which room do you entertain the most?
                               -   If your children have friends in, where do they entertain them?
                               -   Do you feel that the overall space in the house is adequate?
                               -   What is the minimum number of rooms you think you need?
                              -    Is the room in need of total redecoration? Could your present facilities be improved?
        
                            -    Where do you and your partner like to sit most and on what? Do you need different chair back and seat heights? Where do you like to work when paying bills and writing letters, etc?
                   -  What kind of bed and mattress do you both prefer?
                   -    Is bedroom lighting as good as it could be?

PRACTICALITIES -  How up to date is the wiring? Do you need to add any new electric sockets? Does your wiring comply with safety requirements? Is it adequate for your present and future needs?
                             -  What is the state of the woodwork, floors, ceilings and walls?
                             -   Are there enough electric sockets in the right place?
                             -   Would it be any improvement to install long windows and French doors somewhere?
                             -   Are any existing air conditioning units unsightly, and if so can they be improved upon?
                             -  Do you need to fix burglar or smoke alarms?
                             -  Does the existing hardware - such as door handles, taps, and light switches, etc. need replacing o re-brassing?
                             -  Are  there  nice  floor  boards  under  the  existing  flooring?  Do  they  need  repairing  or  replacing? Would you like to have a different kind of floor?
                             -  If an answer to any of these questions would mean major works, such as re-wiring or re-plumbing, re flooring or repairing a damaged wall, this obviously must be done before re-decorating and should be considered in the overall budget.

       AESTHETICS  -  Is your taste in decorating traditional, modern, romantic, minimalist or something else? Does it depend on the style of the room or house?
                              -   Do  you  and  your  partner  have  similar  tastes  or  different  ones?  Have  you  agreed  to  each  have your own way in different rooms? Or do you have to compromise?
                              -  Do you know what colour schemes you want? Are you open to suggestions?
                              -  What styles do you admire?
                              -  Which styles would you prefer for any particular room?
                              -  Is it possible to include the existing furniture, if any?
                              -  Are there any colours or styles you and your partner dislike?

             BUDGET   -  What is the maximum you can spend on your project?
                               -  Are you truly comfortable with this budget?
                               -  Have you researched current prices for merchandise and services?
                               -  What must be spent? Where can you save?
                               -  Can you make sensible compromises on items that could be recycled to less important rooms if it means that better things can be afforded in the furniture?
                               -  If you could list the ten luxuries that would make your home look more attractive what would they be?

Ii.) How important it is for the designer to know about the client’s budget and at what stage
should he try to know about this?

    ANSWER  ;   Information gathering - Before deciding upon any scheme, a designer requires a complete and thorough understanding of the client’s mind and needs. Any competent designer who is asked to improve a home scheme or to plan one from scratch would start by finding out their client’s tastes and the factors that can make them feel more comfortable, how they live their lives, how they would like to live their lives in an  ideal world and how much  they  are  prepared  to  spend.  One  can  start  with  the  availability  of  budget  and  can  then  work backwards from there, in the light of money available for the project. Once the designer is clear about the availability of budget he can ask his client the questions to find out exactly what the client’s needs are.These questions may vary according to whether the work involves re-doing a room or a whole house or apartment, or completely starting from scratch. The questions cover the four main aspects of the work:

Iii.)  How is decorating schedule different from the sample board?

        ANSWER ;  A professional designer takes few short cuts, preferring instead to do thorough research before finalizing a scheme. Skilled at visualizing though designers might be, they still need to see how all the components of a scheme interact, and the best way to do this is to make a sample board for each room on which they are working. Putting together a scheme is in some ways even easier than choosing an outfit to wear. Samples can be of great benefit. Here are some tips on handling them: 
                    -  Most manufacturers are willing to give small cuttings of fabrics, wall papers and carpets without charge.
                    -  For a fabric that is pivotal to your scheme and which has a large pattern repeat, a larger sample will better show how the material will look when made up. If one of these bigger samples is not available, then buy 1 meter for testing purposes.
                    -  Always  view  samples  in  the  room  where  they  will  appear.  Wallpapers  can  be  stuck  to the  wall with  masking  tape,  fabrics  pinned  to  existing  window  dressings  and paint  tried  out on  a  board held up to the wall.
                    -  It  is  important  that  the  samples  are  seen  on  the  plane  on  which  they  will  finally  appear;  for example, carpet flat on the floor, upholstery fabric on a sofa, curtain fabric gathered at a window. Fabric can take on a very different appearance depending on whether it is laid flat, as in a bed cover, or gathered into drapes as at a window.
                    -   Gather more samples than you actually require for a room. This gives an opportunity to see how they work together and to reject the ones that are unsuitable.
                    -   Clear plastic file pages are suitable for collecting samples. Label each for the title of the room for which it has been selected. When all the schemes have been gathered, lay each next to the one which it will adjoin in the house. This will allow you to judge if they link together well.
                    -  When  you  are  building  a  scheme  around  existing  furnishing,  you  will  need  colour  samples  of these items so that you can see how your new colours will blend with the old. 
                  
         MAKING SAMPLE BOARD ; There has  never  been  a  better time for  interior  design.  Numerous  ranges  of  paints,  both  modern  and traditional colours, wallpapers and a diverse collection of good quality, affordable soft furnishing fabric are now available. To find out about the decorating style, the client can be asked some questions 

         Question checklist ;
          -   What are your favourite colours?
          -   What furnishings do you need to keep?
          -   How do you want to live in your home?
          -  How much entertaining do you do?
          -  How long do you intend to live in your home?
          -  How  much  can  you  spend  now,  next  year  and  the  year  after  including  housekeeping  and maintenance?
   


   Iv.) 'A board is a designer’s visual response to a brief. This may consist of magazine cuttings,
photographs and sketches'. Explain using examples

        ANSWER  ;  
        Just as room plans need to be a true representation of the room in miniature, it is important for sample concept boards to reflect the right mix and balance of colours and materials in a scheme. These boards help the designer to move on from the methodology of the design process towards a creative response and provide useful parameters in which to work. Assembled in the same way as a collage, they tend to comprise of magazine cuttings, photographs, and sketches that evoke the style or theme of the intended design. These boards successfully convey the essence of a design in a way that the more conventional presentation  materials  may  not.  They  are  usually  put  together  in  the  same  way  as  a  collage  with  an assembly  of  cuttings  from  brochures,  newspapers,  magazines,  photographs,  and  sketches  that  convey the style or theme the designer has in mind. These boards can also incorporate interesting textural items such as paper, fabric samples or leaves

       .When  making  a  sample  board,  try  to  position  samples  according  to  their  location  in  the  room:  for instance,  carpet  at  the  bottom  of  the  board,  wall  and  curtain  samples  near  the  top  and  furnishing samples near the middle. It is also good to gauge the size of the sample according to the size of the area it will cover in the room: for example your wall covering sample should be much larger than your cushion fabric sample.

        Artist’s mounting board of A2 size forms an ideal base for your display of samples, though any neutral coloured  board  of  similar  size  could  be  substituted.  Simply  attach  the  sample  squares  to  the  board  - double  sided  tape  is  the  easiest  method-  and  label  each  one  with  its  purpose,  ‘curtain  fabric’,  ‘floor coverings’ and so on. If it helps you to visualize the finished room, include any other items that will form part of the scheme, such as illustrations of light fittings and furniture. It is also a good idea to label each board with its room title, especially, if the whole house has to be decorated.
       
       When the board is complete, you will be surprised to see the finished scheme; the mix of colours, the number of textural contrasts and array of patterns all working together. Any imbalance in the scheme should  show  up  now.  Perhaps  your  scheme  is  too  dark  or  too  bland.  Perhaps  it  has  too  few  shiny surfaces or too many patterns. All these elements will be demonstrated in your sample board and can be corrected at this early inexpensive stage.
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