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Marking Criteria:
We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment (in word format) here:

1.
i.
Children will typically use their first traditional or adult term words at the start of their second year. The children who achieved language success in their first year later indicated that they were smart in school awareness, academic growth and mental growth. There is a huge difference between children who have early vocabulary development with those who develop these skills in the later stages. In general, a child who as extraordinary oral skills including spoken vocabulary and discussion are more intelligent and sharp in their sight and sound approach.

ii. Lexical development is part of language development and refers to the vocabulary size at different stages. Observations show that children can understand their first words at the age of 5 months, make their own words between 10 to 15 months of age, possess vocabularies of 50 words as the age of 18 months and 100 words at the age of 20-21 months. After 21 months, the lexicon grow more quickly making it impossible to calculate the exact number of words. The number of words in the vocabulary of a typical six-year-old is estimated to be approximately 14000 words.
iii. 
Morpho syntactic development is another stage of language development during which a child is supposed to gain control in making grammatically correct sentences. Children begin to use more difficult sentence structures at approximately two years of age. This process is not complete until the age of four. It is important to note that understanding the world of languages and using words as recourses open new possibilities for public learning, sharing experiences, emotions and needs. 
Children develop a strong hold in learning of language in the first three years of school life. In school, they learn new words and new ways of suing the language. Language acquisition has a direct effect on child’s future.
iv.
 Lisping is a speech defect that involves pronouncing a “s” sound like voiceless “th” and “z” like voiced “th”. Many conversation analysts consider lisping to an aesthetic or artistic problem, rather than a real language problem, and cure it as such. The following should be considered:
· Discourage the child from thumb sicking;
· Mouth respiration can give to lisping so quickly cure colds, allergic reactions, or nasal problems.
· Offer the child a straw for their cold beverages, which helps them build lip strength. Blowing bubbles or enjoying a reed device provides the same advantage.
· Help your child to make sounds with the help of his teeth. This helps to keep the tongue in the proper position to produce the desired sound.

v. Stammering is the act of pausing uncertainly within a sentence. It is also called stuttering. This is most common among children who are two to six years old. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some precautionary measures by parents are:
· Parents must speak slowly and clearly to a child who stammers as this will encourage the child to slow his speech.
· Parents should listen with proper attention allowing adequate time for a complete conversation.
· Parents should never criticise or scold a child who stammers.
· Parents should not force their child to complete the sentence. This will confuse them and make them self-conscious and
· Parent should allow the stammering child to express their feelings and needs. A stammering child is often extremely aware of this difficulty. The reactions of their friends may make the child less verbal.
2. 
The factors that impact on language development include the following:
· Social Development: Toddlers take from a speaker’s communicative purpose and then, use those details to increase their language development. For example, starting at about 2 years of age, children can comprehend a new term based on the context and manner in which the new term was introduced.
· Verbal Environment: Environment also affects language learning. Children who are 1-3 years old from families where the parents are considered “professional” are said to possess vocabulary that contains nearly three times more words than the vocabulary of a child who lives in poverty.
· Perception: Babies have different levels of understanding. Language dimension can be estimated by the hearing perceptual abilities at six or 12 months of age while syntactic complexity i.e. rules about arranging and connecting words, starts at 23 months of age.
· Problems in understanding: The types that are complicated for the affected students are types with decreased perceptual which are especially noticeable.
· Cognitive process: The rate of learning is dependent on the ability of a child. Children who listen to a significantly higher percentage of representations of a language type, learn that type quicker than children who receive common feedback.
· Conceptual process: This is connected to psychological age. Words that show concepts of time, cause and effect relationships, dimensions and acquisitions are associated with an advanced psychological age much more than words that simply refer to things and activities.
· Linguistic Process: New vocabulary impacts on new learning. Children who typically choose a new term that they feel better represents the item for which they do not have already know a name.
3.
From birth to 3 months crying is the only way which babies have to express themselves and get their needs met. As they grow, children start to try out voices from more things than merely weeping, making sequence of different sounds that will soon become their first words.
From 4 to 6 months babbling takes place at the age of 4-6 months. A child repeats the same sounds again and again showing special attention for that sound or word. They usually combine consonants and vowels. Children begin to say mama or papa although they do not know the meaning of words.
From 7 months to 1 year rhythms and tones appear in the sounds of a baby. This sounds like speech adults. Still the sentence structure is not perfect but they act as if they are talking line like an adult. Children develop an awareness of the word “no”. Parents should talk to their children throughout the day because children are regularly taking in details during this stage of life. Children start nodding their heads and increase their use of hands and arm gestures when they want to be picked up even if they are not explicitly taught the meanings of their gestures.
From 13 months to 18 children understand their capability to connect their needs through language resulting in even higher efforts once they are equipped with a few real words. Mostly children have a vocabulary of four to six terms by 15 months. Their potential to comprehend is excellent, despite of their restricted verbalisation. 
From 19 months to 24 months, children have developed the ability to comprehend many words yet they consistently use only 50-75 terms. The introduction of new words then becomes a daily routine and the children develop the habit of copying their parents. They begin to make two-word phrases like happy now, hungry now. At the age of three the speak three words sentence easily. In short, they are opinionated and vocally able humans. 
From 25-36 months the appropriate use of pronouns and tense along with syntax improves significantly during the time between the second and third birthday. This reveals huge steps in a child’s ability to connect vocally. Children now have a large enough vocabulary to join a discussion, referring to their vacations or remembering the facts of a family outing.
Finally, at 4-5 years, children are able to maintain a specific and extended discussion. They can talk clearly, and in mostly appropriate terms. 
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