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1.) i. Moral reasoning (a.k.a. moral development), can be defined as being the process in which an individual tries to determine the difference between right and wrong by using logic.
     
      ii. Cognitive development theory, as studied by Jean Piaget, is a comprehensive theory regarding the nature and development of human intelligence.

      iii. There are 6 stages of moral reasoning. They are:

· Stage 0: Egocentric reasoning 
· Stage 1: Unquestioned obedience
· Stage 2: “What’s in it for me” fairness
· Stage 3: Interpersonal conformity
· Stage 4: Responsibility to “the system”
· Stage 5: Principled conscience

       iv. The social learning theory of child development states that children first study how to behave morally through a model such as a teacher or an older sibling. This can be achieved through positive reinforcement (when a child behaves appropriately) or punishment (when a child misbehaves).

v. According to Freud, the 3 sections of the mind are:

· The Id (related to instinct)
· The Ego (related to reality)
· The Superego (related to morality)

2. Kohlberg’s method of research – Kohlberg used a sample made up of 72 boys aged 10, 13 and 16 years old, from both middle- and lower-class families (later, Kohlberg added younger children to his sample). Each of the boys was interviewed about a series of moral problems, such as stealing medicine for someone who was in a life or death situation. The moral problem posed was the following: a woman was close to death due to a very rare form of cancer, there was medicine that could save her, but it was very expensive. The woman’s husband tried to collect the money so that he could save his wife, but was unable to do so and so he felt that there was no other option but to rob a man’s store and steal money to pay for the medicine. The question asked was “Should the man have done that?”
Kohlberg was not interested in the child’s response to the situation, whether yes or no, he was more interested in the explanation or rationalization behind the response. The objective of the study was to get a better understanding / idea of a person’s moral thinking.
Kohlberg introduced 3 levels of morality and 6 stages divided among each level. These are:

· Level 1: Pre-Conventional morality, which includes the stage of obedience and punishment orientation as well as the stage of individualism and exchange.
· Level 2: Conventional morality, which includes the stages of good interpersonal relationships and maintaining social order.
· Level 3: Post-conventional morality, where we observe the stages of social contract and individual rights as well as of universal principles.

3. The stages of Moral Reasoning:
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	Stage 0: Egocentric (0 - 4)
	What’s right?
Reason to be good?
	I should get my own way.
To get rewards and avoid punishments.

	Stage 1: Unquestioned Obedience (4 – 6)
	What’s right? 
Reason to be good?
	I should do what I am told.
To stay out of trouble.

	Stage 2: What’s in it for me? (6 – 8)
	What’s right? 

Reason to be good?
	I should look out for myself but be fair to those who are fair to me.
Self-interest: What’s in it for me?

	Stage 3: Interpersonal conformity (9 – 15)
	What’s right?

Reason to be good?
	I should be a nice person and live up to the expectations of people I know/care about.
So others will think well of me (social approval) and I can think well of myself (self-esteem).

	Stage 4: Responsibility to the system (15 – 20)
	What’s right?

Reason to be good?
	I should fulfill my responsibilities to the social or value system I feel part of.
To keep the system from falling apart and to maintain self-respect.

	Stage 5: Principled conscience (20 +)
	What’s right?

	I should show the greatest possible respect for the rights and dignity of every individual person and should support a system that protects human rights.
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