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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
1. Give short answers for the following questions:
  
i. What does the term ‘best evidence’ mean?

Best evidence has come to mean primary evidence or ‘first-hand evidence’ (eye witnesses or the original document). Secondary evidence, however, will be admitted under certain conditions.

“Nowadays we do not confine ourselves to the best evidence. We admit all relevant evidence. The goodness or badness of it goes only to weight and not to admissibility.”

Lord Denning in the decision of Garton v Hunter [1969] 2 QB 37

The jury will be advised to attach more weight to the evidence of primary sources. It is the duty of an investigator to look for all relevant information and to place all the admissible evidence uncovered before the court, irrespective of which side it supports.

Technological advances mean that best evidence may be a recording of what might have been seen or heard. Evidence captured in this way can have considerable advantages in respect of interviews with suspects, significant witnesses and others.
An investigator should strive to ‘set the scene’ for the court and jury. Accordingly, any relevant evidence about the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime should be sought as it can usually be presented to the court.

Best Evidence means that all of the evidence submitted must be original. It does not refer to a particular piece of evidence being better than other evidence.It means that all evidence presented should be of the highest quality, being original, rather than copies or similar documents.

This is of particular importance to financial crime investigations as there is such a high reliance and emphasis on financial documentation and records.

In comparison, non-financial crimes have a wide range of different sources of information, such as:

· physical evidence ie, something at the scene of the crime that links the perpetrator to the crime eg, fingerprints, fibers, hair, glass, footprints,
· witness statements ie, there are generally more witnesses to non-financial crimes
· CCTV evidence is generally more relevant for non-financial crimes but can be used in both
· phone records, surveillance 

If “best evidence” is not available, the reasons why it is not available should be looked into. 

If “Best Evidence” is not available

If original documentation is not available, investigators should clarify the reasons for its unavailability and prove the accuracy of the copy that is being submitted.

Is there is a time delay between the crime and the investigation; this introduces the risk of best data nor being available. For example, a company may only keep original records for 12 months. Although there are rules and regulations regarding record retention, many companies do not adhere to them.

Example – Payables Invoices

Scenario – a senior manager has been approving payment of company invoices to his wife’s personal bank account.

In this case, invoices should be submitted as evidence for the investigation. They should be original relating to the relevant period or periods.

An original document is always preferred to a copy. This is known as “best evidence”. 

If photocopies or printed scanned copies are the only information available, the investigator should look at the reasons why original documentation is not available and have the business sign a receipt of copies provided. 




Safeguarding Documentation

A key duty of the investigator is to preserve and safeguard all of the relevant documentation.

An investigator will have protocol to follow which mitigates the risk of data corruption or lost documents.

As best evidence is original documents, they must be protected as the original cannot be replaced.


ii. Why it is important to keep the collected evidence in a well-organised manner?

The burden of proving a case belongs to the government. So while government prosecutors are inundating the jury with the volumes of financial records necessary to prove their case, the defendant can present his or her argument in a concise, simple manner. 

It only takes a single flaw in the government’s case to obtain an acquittal. If the defendant can identify a flaw, and elucidate it succinctly, jury members will be grateful to the defendant for making their job easier. Poking a single hole in a complex case can be a winning trial strategy for white collar offenses.

Evidence for non-financial crime is typically materials and documentation which support the investigation. These are the basis of the forensic accountant’s summaries and analysis. The forensic accountant is required by law to produce them in front of regulatory bodies.

It is important that evidence is collected and stored in an organized way so that documents are not lost and that they can be easily located and retrieved is needed for regulatory bodies or in court.

If evidence is not collected in an organized way, this increases the risk of best data (original copies) getting lost, in this case a copy can be submitted, but is the same quality as best evidence. As noted above, The jury will be advised to attach more weight to the evidence of primary sources.

Rules for gathering evidence are multifaceted, based on the situation. Officers, must follow certain standards and laws that relate to the prosecution of a criminal offense. This is to reduce the likelihood is evidence being questioned in court and court cases falling apart due to a technicality. 

Evidence collection is really important, as building a case for court in is the public interest and costs vast amounts of public money. It is essential that the risk of acquittal is minimised.



Managing Public Money
 
Civil servants have a responsibility to Manage Public Money. The principles and standards applied to the Public Sector in managing public money request that actions and communications are Effective, Efficient, Economic and Ethical.

They demonstrate:

· Honesty 
· Impartiality
· Openness
· Accountability
· Accuracy
· Fairness
· Integrity
· Reliability
· Objectivity
· Transparency

In the context of evidence collecting and storage, it would not be effective or efficient use of public funds to spend on an investigation, but not look after the evidence! The investigators are accountable for accurately and reliably collating and organizing data. As we learnt in an earlier assignment, the cost of a court case is significant.

Although investigations into White collar crimes may be a private or public investigation, it is essential that additional time and related expenditure is not incurred due to a lack of organization. 


iii. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.


Evidence is crucial for ruling out suspects, finding criminals and proving their guilt. Many criminals go to great lengths to cover up their crime and leave no feasible trace of evidence, but major advances in forensics and investigation practices have made it possible to dig up various types of evidence that are admissible in court and bring police closer to catching criminals. 

The use of electronic devices in gathering evidence is essential. Please see below table of devices which may be used.









	Device
	Examples of data collated by Device

	

	Digital Camera
	Photographic Evidence

	Personal Computer
	Files and E-mails 

	Answering Phones
Paging Devices
Caller ID Devices
	Texts, messages, contacts

	Facsimile machines
Photocopier
Printer
Scanners
	Invoices, documents, statements

	Mobile Phones
Land lines
	Phone calls made, time & duration, contacts and communication

	Security Systems
	Entry records to buildings 

	Magnetic Stripe cards
	Entry records to server rooms

	Global positioning systems
Vehicle Computer Devices
Electronic Gaming Devices
	Were the accused was at time of crimes, patterns of travel, places visited

	Network Servers
	Details of requests and delivery of data to other (client) computers over a local network or the Internet




It is important that the investigating team is kept up to date with the fast moving technological developments.  


Summary

Crime, policing and security are enabled by and co-evolve with technologies that make them possible. As criminals compete with security and policing officials for technological advantage perpetually complex crime, policing and security results in relatively confusing and therefore unmanageable threats to society. 

We are continually presented with new technology-enabled crime, increasing the threats posed by emerging forms of cybercrime, transnational crime and terrorism networks that defy traditional methods criminal justice and security measures for preventing and controlling crime.

As such, there is great reliance on technology based evidence, collated from a variety of devices.

iv. Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process?


Rules for gathering evidence are multifaceted, based on the situation. Officers, must follow certain standards and laws that relate to the prosecution of a criminal offense. 

For police officers, rules for gathering evidence are very specific, especially in cases where an investigation is ongoing, and there is no imminent threat. The first thing an officer must do is secure a search warrant through a court by showing probable cause that a crime has been committed and there is evidence of that crime. Once a judge issues a search warrant, the police can then execute that search warrant. The warrant only applies to the specific matter at hand, and often other evidence seen or collected cannot be used to prosecute for a different crime. A warrant can include search and seizure of both physical locations and electronic communication, such as intercepting phone calls and e-mails.

Planning Considerations

It is usually important to meet up with clients, depending on the nature of the investigation, in order to discuss the type of evidence that may be required and to locate the evidence relating to the time period under scrutiny. As business structures and data processing operations of companies change over time, these meetings held to discuss financial accounting records become all the more important. Suppose, for example, that the investigators need to review certain employees’ e-mails over the past two years but find out that the company’s back-up data cannot be located and that the e-mail server only stores data for up to 60 days. In this case, it would have been helpful to tell the client that this kind of data may be required; they might then have arranged access to it or told the investigators that it would not be available.

Prior planning requires the following:

· Reviewing the client’s policies on record retention and ensuring compliance.
· Visiting storage locations for paper records off and on site.
· Reviewing the technology used for transaction records, such as customer and vendor invoices, contracts, etc.
· Ensuring the existence and storage of employee files.
· Checking whether there are any files at the employees’ homes or in their personal computers.
· Checking the file retention practices at various corporate locations, as they may differ significantly from one location to another.
· Analyzing the organizational hierarchy and knowing who reports to whom.
· Checking the medium of storage for computerized records on and off site.
· Reviewing the company’s back-up procedures that are used for employees’ computers and emails, knowing when back-ups occur, how much information is lost and how much is retained, and which information is retained on servers and which on individual hard drives.
· Checking whether any records are retained by or about former employees of the organization.
· Analyzing system changes that have occurred in the company’s accounting systems or e-mail systems.
· Reviewing documents related to corporate functions that have been outsourced, such as payroll and internal audit.
· Creating a written plan for the collection of documents in order to give the investigation a clear direction and focus.

A plan will indicate the scope of the investigation and be a helpful tool to prove that the documents sought were relevant to the investigation. It will also avoid unnecessary hoarding of information, which may include different types of documents, from various witnesses, stored at different locations. Although in some situations the forensic accountant might purposefully adopt an approach where volumes of evidence are collected and stored in different locations, generally a more focused approach is preferred.


v. What are the ‘working papers’? Which type of information do they contain?

The type of documentation required as part of the investigation depends on the investigation and varies from one investigation to another.

The working papers are materials and documentation which support the investigation. These are the basis of the forensic accountant’s summaries and analysis.

The forensic accountant is required by law to produce them in front of regulatory bodies.

Some examples of working paper are shown below:


	Working Documents
	Possible Data Extracted from them

	

	Third Party Information

	Bank Statements
	Cash receipts to be explained

	Supplier Invoices
	Payments to suppliers

	Audit Reports
	When issues were identified

	Cheques
	Payments made

	

	Accounting Records 

	Journals
	Unusual accounting entries

	Payables Invoices
	Payments to suppliers

	Receivables Invoices
	Receipts from customers

	Reconciliations
	Reconciling items – are their being cleared swiftly?

	Trial balances 
	Trend analysis

	

	Public Records

	Interests and hobbies
	

	Births, deaths and Marriage certificates
	Evidence for us in insurance fraud

	

	Electronic Computer Files

	E-mails
	Communication, planning

	Senders
	Contacts

	Recipients
	Contacts

	

	Photographs

	Photos
	Photographic evidence – possibly date & time of events

	

	Interview Notes and Recordings

	Witness Statements
	Witness Evidence





vi. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.

Introduction 

Evidence is anything that an inspector may collect or testify to that supports or refutes a matter of fact. Inspectors must have a common method for gathering evidence, including collecting samples. 

All procedural aspects of gathering evidence – collecting samples, preservation, storage, shipping, and chain of custody are important. Properly done the evidence can be of significant assistance to successful enforcement. Improperly done, it can lead to a dismissal of an otherwise solid case. 

Three Types of Evidence:

1. Demonstrative 
2. Testimonial 
3. Physical 

 Type 1: Demonstrative 
Demonstrative evidence describes or documents a condition or occurrence. 
Examples include: 
· Photographs and video provide valuable documentary evidence of events and conditions. Photographs and video provide a visual reference 
· Maps and diagrams 
· Documents, records, reports and other correspondences can be collected for use as evidence. An original document is always preferred to a copy. This is known as “best evidence”. If photocopies of records are collected in lieu of the actual documents, have the business sign a receipt of copies provided. 
· Sample analytical reports 

 Type 2: Testimonial 
Testimonial evidence is a statement made by a witness to support the facts. An inspector’s observations are considered testimonial evidence. 


Type 3: Physical 
Physical evidence is concrete and tangible (available to touch, feel, look at, or smell.) 
Examples include 
· Samples (not the analytical results) 
· Containers 
· Products / crops

Rules to Remember 
When gathering evidence remember the following: 
· Have evidence for each violation. 
· Have evidence of how and when the violation(s) occurred. 
· Talk to your Prosecuting Agency early and often, especially on “big” cases. 
· Dates of violation(s) to ensure it is within the statute of limitations. Additionally, the dates must account for evidence that on each and every day the violation occurred on multi day violations and for violations that have a time requirement (e.x. generator’s storage of hazardous waste for more than 90 days.) 

Sampling 
Sampling is a process or method of drawing a representative unit from a particular medium or substance. It represents the condition of the medium or substance sampled. 

Steps – Evidence Gathering

There are three main steps regarding evidence gathering process. These are described below:

Stage 1 – Document Retention Gathering

As previously noted, forensic accounting investigations’ heavy reliance on documentary proof, document retention and preservation are tasks of the utmost importance. 

It is important to preserve electronic evidence present in the company’s accounting system because during the course of business it is common for transactions to take place, assets to be acquired and sold, accounting systems to be modified, new information to become available, and estimates to be revised. It is better to establish some basic points at the beginning of the investigation. 

For example, will the forensic accountant be responsible for retaining records? Which documents should be retained as evidence, and for how long? This can be a complex area; therefore counsel should be consulted to ensure that the firm’s policies as well as accounting regulations and laws are being conformed with.
Moreover, a huge volume of files and documents will be reviewed during the investigation; therefore, investigators must decide which, out of all these documents, should be retained. There are certain circumstances, however, that require all documents and electronic files to be retained. For example, subpoenas may require all information to be presented.

Stage 2 – Planning Consideration

It is usually important to meet up with clients, depending on the nature of the investigation, in order to discuss the type of evidence that may be required and to locate the evidence relating to the time period under scrutiny. 

As business structures and data processing operations of companies change over time, these meetings held to discuss financial accounting records become all the more important. 

Suppose, for example, that the investigators need to review certain supplier invoices, but find out that the company’s archiving is maintained off site with an external provider. In this case, it would have been helpful to tell the client that this kind of data may be required; they might then have arranged access to it or maybe organize a visit to the archive provider.

If employee expenses claim records are kept for 5 years, but the investigation is going back over 10 years, it would be useful to tell the investigators that this information would not be available.


Prior planning requires the following:

· Reviewing the client’s policies on record retention and ensuring compliance.
· Visiting storage locations for paper records off and on site.
· Reviewing the technology used for transaction records, such as customer and vendor invoices, contracts, etc.
· Ensuring the existence and storage of employee files.
· Checking whether there are any files at the employees’ homes or in their personal computers.
· Checking the file retention practices at various corporate locations, as they may differ significantly from one location to another.
· Analyzing the organizational hierarchy and knowing who reports to whom.
· Checking the medium of storage for computerized records on and off site.
· Reviewing the company’s back-up procedures that are used for employees’ computers and emails,
· knowing when back-ups occur, how much information is lost and how much is retained, and which information is retained on servers and which on individual hard drives.
· Checking whether any records are retained by or about former employees of the organization.
· Analyzing system changes that have occurred in the company’s accounting systems or e-mail systems.
· Reviewing documents related to corporate functions that have been outsourced, such as payroll and internal audit.
·  Creating a written plan for the collection of documents in order to give the investigation a clear direction and focus.

Stage 3 – Create a Chain of Custody

 “Chain of custody” is a term applied to the preservation of evidence in its original condition through its successive custodians. A chain of custody is used to ensure the integrity of the sample or evidence. Chain of custody is a process or procedure not a piece of paper.

A chain of custody procedure
· Governs the collection, handling, storage, testing, and disposition of evidence; 
· Safeguards against tampering with or substitution of evidence; and 
· Documents that these steps have been carried out. 

Summary

Evidence gathering is a critical part of any investigation.

Planning, gathering and handling and storage of evidence is an essential element bringing a case to court.


vii. Which types of documents are collected in the evidence gathering process and what could be the possible sources for these?

As most financial crimes investigation is reactive or historic in nature, documents generated prior to or during the commission of that offence are essential and normally make up the majority of evidence. 

Bank records, accounting records, legal documents or instruments are normally the basis for the case. They may very well prove the circumstances around the alleged offence, but they may not necessarily provide all the essential elements of the criminal charge, eg. The intention of the subject. 

We must never overlook obvious personal records, items like correspondence, notes in day timers or mobile phone records, these may be the evidence needed to prove the element that was not readily apparent in the books and records.



	Types of Documents
	Possible Sources (other than the accused) 

	

	Bank Statements
	Bank 

	Mortgage Statements
	Mortgage provider

	Copy Invoices
	Accounting system
Paper records from company records or archives

	Payments
	Accounting system
Paper records from company records or archives

	Accounting Records 
	Companies House
Auditor
Company Directors

	E-mails 
	Computer Records and back up files

	Asset Register
	Company records or archived

	Staff Login Dates and Times
	IT records

	Audit Reports
	Auditors

	Wills
	Solicitor

	Birth and marriage certificates
	General Register Office

	Receipts
	Retailer, the accused, computer records

	Employee Entry/Exit Information
	Security Records

	Tax Returns
	The Tax Office

	Life Insurance Policies
	Insurance Provider

	Insurance Documents (Car, home etc..)
	Insurance Provider

	Credit and store card statements
	Provider

	Telephone Records
	Service Provider, Answerphone, Blackberry
Paging Devices

	Files and documents
	Personal Computer, work computer

	Trend Analysis
	Data Mining





Electronic Bank Records Initiative (EBRI)

In 2005, the FCS developed the Electronic Bank Records Initiative (EBRI). The EBRI was implemented to identify and develop a process for obtaining electronic (digital format) records from financial institutions. Historically, financial institutions have provided paper copies of records to law enforcement when they receive a subpoena from the government. 
These records are generally maintained by the banks in an electronic format. The time it takes the financial institution to make the copies of the records and for the investigative agencies to return the paper copies back to an electronic format for financial analysis creates a severe negative effect on the timeliness, effectiveness, and efficiency of investigations. 
In an effort to increase the efficiency of the process, a subpoena attachment was developed by the DOJ, FBI, and IRS-CID for the production of electronic records instead of paper copies. 
The development included significant coordination with the financial institutions and their associations. In general terms, if a financial institution maintains records electronically, the requesting agency would be seeking to obtain the records electronically. 
In addition, the EBRI has greatly increase the efficiency of the financial records production process and provide significant costs savings to both the government and private industry.
Summary
	
There is a wide range of documentation, both paper and electronic which can form part of a white collar criminal investigation.

The sources of information are wide and varied. The applications of science and technology to white-collar crime cases is increasing. This trend, in my opinion is likely to continue.

The EBRI has enabled swifter provision of documents from financial institutions to the investigating team.  


2. Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations.

Effective Financial Investigation

A financial investigation is any investigation into a person or person’s financial matters or those of a business or private limited company. A financial investigation can determine where money comes from, how it is moved and how it is used.

The type of documentary evidence in financial crime is typically collected from third parties.

Financial information includes all types of information connected to money, property, expenditure and finance, of any kind. It is present in almost every aspect of a person’s life.

Non cash-based methods of dealing with money and criminal property, such as credit and store loyalty cards also generate financial information.

Investigators can analyse this information to obtain material to assist the investigation. This can help to establish a person’s whereabouts, their possible intentions, evidence of a crime, motive, and whether they are living beyond their means.

There are many different types of evidence used in financial crime investigations. Some examples are shown below:

Documentation – Accounting and Computer Forensics

As most financial crimes investigation is reactive or historic in nature, documents generated prior to or during the commission of that offence are essential and normally make up the majority of evidence. 

Bank records, accounting records, legal documents or instruments are normally the basis for the case.

This type of evidence may be paper of computer based.

Correspondence

We must never overlook obvious personal records, items like correspondence, notes in day timers or mobile phone records, these may be the evidence needed to prove the element that was not readily apparent in the books and records.


Evidence from Victim

The victim of financial crime will usually have some documentation to support their allegation. They may be reluctant to give documents to the investigator, for example, in the case of sensitive documentation. However, it is important that documentation is collected, to reduce the risk of evidence being destroyed. 

Forensic Evidence

Forensic analysis is a common tool in the investigation of financial crime and can be used in computer examinations, DNA comparisons, polygraph tests, photographic evidence, and handwriting or finger print analysis.  Forensic investigations in conjunction with surveillance and general investigative techniques often prove valuable in financial crime detection.

Data Mining Techniques

The FBI and the health care industry continue to expand their technology and intelligence assessments through the use of sophisticated data-mining techniques to identify patterns of fraud, systemic weaknesses, and aberrant billing activity.


Witness statements

A witness statement is a document recording the evidence of a person, which is signed by that person to confirm that the contents of the statement are true.
A statement should record what the witness saw, heard or felt. However, it is also important to record anything that may open up a new line of enquiry or help in corroborating other information. 

In the case of White Collar crime, a witness may include a range of individuals such as:

1. A colleague, who has noticed unusual behaviour in a co worker or a witnesses unusual transactions being transacted
2. A neighbour who has observed holidays and cars being purchased, with no explanations to how these are being funded
3. An auditor, who identified duplicate payments being made or favourable contracts to specific vendors. 
4. The victim of the crime 

Summary

There are many sources of information, in the same way that there are many ways that financial fraud is identified and reported.

It is important that all of the different types of evidence are acknowledged and collected at the earliest opportunity.


3. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non-financial crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of these two types of evidence?


White-collar crime is not as visible as conventional crime and detection is difficult. For instance, in a homicide case, there is generally a body and forensic evidence. In the case of Financial crime, accounting and computer forensics are currently the investigators best tools in detection and implemented in most white-collar investigations in recent years. 

Applications of science and technology to white-collar crime cases is increasing, and advances in technology have led to a greater dependence on expert testimony in white-collar crime cases, keeping in mind that expert opinion cannot be given with absolute certainty.

In an ordinary criminal trial, several witnesses and police officers are called to testify, some physical exhibits are introduced into evidence, and the entire trial is finished in a day or two. By contrast, cases alleging white collar crimes may take weeks to try before the jury. The number of exhibits alone can be overwhelming, with potentially thousands of documents, emails, and other items of evidence that must be accepted by the judge and reviewed by the jury members. Fortunately for defendants, the size and complexities of these trials can sometimes be a strategic advantage.


Evidence – Financial crime

As most financial crimes investigation is reactive or historic in nature, documents generated prior to or during the commission of that offence are essential and normally make up the majority of evidence. 

Bank records, accounting records, legal documents or instruments are normally the basis for the case. They may very well prove the circumstances around the alleged offence, but they may not necessarily provide all the essential elements of the criminal charge, eg. The intention of the subject. 

We must never overlook obvious personal records, items like correspondence, notes in day timers or mobile phone records, these may be the evidence needed to prove the element that was not readily apparent in the books and records.

Documentary evidence may be generated also from electronic records. Banks don’t always keep hard copies, much is recorded on data bases. The investigator must be prepared to download the necessary files and introduce them through appropriate legal means.

Forensics – Financial Crime (Source: Financial Crimes Investigations)
 
Forensic analysis is a common tool in the investigation of financial crime and can be used in computer examinations, DNA comparisons, polygraph tests, photographic evidence, and handwriting or finger print analysis.  Forensic investigations in conjunction with surveillance and general investigative techniques often prove valuable in financial crime detection.

Evidence – Non Financial crime

The evidence collated in non financial crime is generally physical evidence. 

I have researched the 10 Most Incriminating Types of Evidence for Non-Financial Crime (Source: Criminal Justice guide). 

1. Fingerprints: Fingerprints are the most incriminating types of evidence used in criminal cases because it’s one of the most reliable forms of identification. No two people have the same fingerprint, making it a truly fundamental tool for accurate identification of criminals. Only when fingerprints can’t be traced back to a person with a criminal history do they have less power in an investigation. However, if the suspects can be narrowed down, their fingerprints can be tested to see which one matches.

2. Blood: Blood is an incriminating type of evidence for various reasons. DNA can be extracted from blood to find a criminal and blood type can be analyzed to help rule out suspects. Blood splatters can also help investigators piece together crime scenes and it provides more evidence to test.


3. Hair: Hair is another useful type of evidence that can bring police closer to a criminal. A strand of hair collected from a crime scene can be submitted for DNA testing. Forensic scientists may have a better chance at testing the DNA if the hair follicle is still intact. In addition, the color of a hair strand can also be used to rule out suspects whose hair does not match the recovered hair sample.

4. Skin: Although difficult to see at a crime scene, skin can be analyzed and tested to find a criminal. Like hair, skin samples can help determine the skin color of the person involved in the crime and DNA can be extracted for a more accurate identification of criminals. Skin can also be a harbinger of other evidence at the scene, which brings police closer to finding the criminal and understanding the crime in greater detail.

5. Witness Testimony: Testimony from a witness who was at the scene of the crime is one of the most incriminating types of evidence. How incriminating the testimony is depends on the credibility of the witness, which is determined by the jury. It can be the deciding factor in a case.


6. Written Documents: One of the worst things you can do as a criminal if you want to evade the law is write things down. Some criminals write in dairies, journals, letters and even e-mails to chronicle their plan of action or confess their guilt. Suspects may be in correspondence with others who can present these documents to police, or investigators may find such documents when searching a suspect’s home.

7. Semen: Semen can be used in several ways to verify rape accusations, as well as extract DNA to identify the criminal. Semen can also be analyzed and tested to determine if there was more than one person involved in a sexual crime.

8. Shoe Prints: Shoe prints are extremely useful in police investigations and they can be a very incriminating type of evidence. Police can tell by a lot about a shoe print, such as the make, model and size of a shoe, as well as the gender and approximate height of the person. Shoe prints also indicate the activity of the wearer when the print was made and, if the impressions are visible, police may be able to trace the criminal’s moves and follow their prints to the next destination, such as a nearby home or woods.

9. Videotapes/Photographs: Videotapes and photographs are both compelling and incriminating types of evidence. Whether the videos or photos capture the crime taking place or the people present during or after the crime, it is valuable evidence that can be used to rule out suspects and find the criminal.

10. Ballistics: Ballistics is the study of firearms and ammunition. This technical form of evidence includes shell casings, gun powder, bullets, gunshots and other firing characteristics of a weapon. Even the slightest remnants of a gunshot can be traced to a specific firearm, where it’s sold and its owner, if registered.


Summary

While evidence is essential for all investigations, the reliance on different types of evidence between financial and non financial crime are different.
 
For both types of investigation, it is likely that physical and documentary evidence will be used in the investigation, depending on the nature and magnitude of the crime.

[bookmark: _GoBack]However, for financial crime, the emphasis and volume of documentary evidence is higher. In regard to criminal evidence, a greater prominence is usually placed on physical evidence.
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