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	Q1:
i. What does the tern ‘best evidence’ mean?
This does not refer to the most appropriate evidence to support a claim; it simply means that all evidence submitted must be original. All cases require best evidence to be submitted.

ii. Why it is important to keep the collected evidence in a well-organised manner?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is always the possibility of information overload as financial crime investigations involve more documentation and greater collection of records than any other type of investigation. This also results in an increased risk of loss or destruction. Therefore it is all the more important to have an efficient system of organization. 

iii. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.
Direct Evidence
Circumstantial Evidence
Oral Evidence
Documentary Evidence
Real or Physical evidence
Relevancy
Materiality
Hearsay
Admissions and Confessions

iv. Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process?
1) Reviewing the client’s policies on record retention and ensuring compliance.
2) Visiting storage locations for paper record on and off site.
3) Reviewing the technology used.
4) Analyzing the organizational hierarchy.
5) Checking the file retention practices at various corporate locations.
6) Checking the medium of storage for computerized records on and off site.

v. What are the ‘working papers’? Which type of information do they contain?
This produces summaries and analyses of factual material, which are usually the basis of testimony in cases of litigation. They may also be required by law to produce them in front of regulatory bodies.
a) Accounting records and other documents
b) Public record searches.
c) Electronic computer files.
d) Documentation specifying chain of custody.
e) Interview notes and audio recordings.
f) Third-party information
g) Court pleadings and deposition transcripts.

vi. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.
a) Document retention gathering.
b) Planning consideration
c) Create a chain of custody

vii. Which types of documents are collected in the evidence gathering process and what could be the possible sources for these?
a) Signed statements. The source for this can be either witnesses or complainants.
b) Transactional paperwork. This can be invoices, vouchers or original records that may indicate the flow of money.
c) Intranet sources. The networks connecting employees and the different departments.
d) E-mails. The corporate server stores all messages.

Q2. Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations.

Direct evidence proves a fact without making any inferences or presumptions. Circumstantial evidence proves a fact through inferences or presumptions. Oral evidence involves witness accounts and presentation during submission of records and physical objects. There is documentary evidence which includes written material. You get real or physical evidence that consist of tangible objects or property. Evidence is said to be material if it is significant to the outcome of a trial. 

Q3. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non-financial crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of these two types of evidence?

In cases of murder or burglary, for example, evidence usually comprise fingerprints, weapons, and other physical or real objects. Sometime documentary proof and photographs are also considered important evidence but these are relatively rare in non-financial crimes. Financial crimes on the other hand are highly document based. Investigators are usually faced with volumes of documents. What is considered an unusually high volume of evidence for non-financial crimes is a very common volume for financial crimes.    
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