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1. Kindly find my answers below;
i. Best Evidence simply means that all evidences submitted for an investigation must be original. In case, if the Best evidence is not available, then the investigators should clarify the reasons for its unavailability and prove the accuracy of the submitted copy. If Both are not available, then the direct witness who has knowledge of the event will be considered as Best evidence.
ii. In order to avoid confusions and Chaos, it is very important to keep evidence collected in a well-organized manner. There is always a possibility of information overload as financial crime investigations involve more documentation and greater collection of records than any other type of investigation. This also results in an increased risk of loss or destruction. Once the evidences are gathered it has to be chronologically arranged so that such evidences will be readily available as and when it is needed especially while present it as an evidence of investigation.
iii. Following are the list of devices that could help in collecting evidences
a)  Personal computers
b) CCTV Camera devices
c) Network servers

d) Telephones

e) PDAs and BlackBerry devices

f) Answering machines

g) Caller ID devices

h) Storage Devices like Thump Drive, Hard Disk, CD etc.
i) Facsimile machines

j) Printers and Scanners
k) ID card printers and Copiers
l) CD duplicators

m) Security systems

n) GPS Systems
o) Mobile Phone Cameras
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iv. The Nature of Investigation, type of Investigation, Scope and methods of investigation, are the important points to be considered while planning for evidence gathering for an investigation.  

v. Working Papers are those documents which are prepared by a Forensic accountant which summarizes and analyzes the factual material, which are used as the basis of testimony in cases of litigation to recover losses if shareholders commence litigation against the enterprise, or if the forensic accountant is required by law to produce them in front of regulatory bodies. Working paper comprises of the below documents:

a. Accounting Documents- Accounting Document includes general ledgers, subsidiary ledgers, Journal Vouchers, Payment, Purchase and Receipt vouchers, accounting journals, financial statements, internal audit reports, Reconciliation statements, purchase orders, Vendor invoices, vendor contracts, management reports, Email documents etc.

b. Interview notes, Audio recordings and Video Recordings- These include Documents and Audio and Video files of interviews during the investigation process from persons such as witnesses, suspects and other personnel;
c. Photographs – It has to be stamped with date and time
d. Third party information- Third party information consists of audit report from external auditors, reports from consultancies, management letters, banking documents etc.
e. Custodial documentation of the gathered evidences.
f. Court Transcripts and other court related documents.

g. Electronic computer files- Which includes files/data stored in portable devices like hard drives, pen drives, CDs, DVDs etc.
h. Documents specifying chain of custody.
i. Public record searches
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vi. The main steps included in the evidence gathering process involves the following:
a) Reviewing evidences- All document and physical evidences should be reviewed as an initial step of evidence gathering.
b) Observation of suspects is another important step in gathering evidences. Observation can be done by stationery surveillance or with the use of Video or Audio recording device.
c) Interviewing- Interviewing includes interviews with witness suspects and other employees in the firm.
vii. The following are the documents collected during the evidence gathering process in an investigation;
a) Signed statements- These are signed written statements taken from the witnesses, suspects and other personnel.

b) Transactional paperwork- These are documents for inflow and outflow of money in the organization. Transactional paperwork consists of general ledger, transaction journals, vouchers, vendor/supplier invoices etc.
c) Intranet sources- Intranet sources consist of communications like emails and audio recordings of telephonic conversations with in the organization
d) E-mails- Email communication includes communications with suppliers, customers, financial institutions, business associates, consultants, lawyers etc.
2. Evidence is critically needed in order to support any investigation of Financial crime. Various types of evidences used in financial crime investigations are as follows;
a. Direct evidence. This evidence directly proves the allegation against the suspect without required inferences. confession statement from the suspect or sworn statement from the witnesses are one of the best example of direct evidence;
b. Circumstantial Evidence- Circumstantial evidence indirectly proves or disproves the innocence of the suspect. Normally this is justification for or against facts presented and serves as evidence. And can be used as an evidence before the court of law.
c. Documentary evidence- Documentary evidence includes legal and official documents, financial documents, memoranda, letters, maps, photographs and any other official or private writings.
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d. Oral Evidence- Oral evidence includes testimony and oral presentation from witness.
e. Real or physical evidence- Real or physical evidence consists of tangible objects or property. It may include a knife, pistol, or any other weapon or tools used to conduct the crime. It must be relevant to the case and admissible in a court of law.
3. The type of evidence is the main fact that differentiates financial crimes from non-financial crimes. Financial crime investigation is mainly document-based investigation, usually investigators uses huge quantity of financial documents like financial reports, financial statements, General ledgers, journals, vouchers, receipts, invoices, bank statements, vendor statements, supplier statements etc. 
Whereas in non-financial crimes investigation, it requires less documents. Normally investigators use photographs and physical or real evidence such as murder weapon, fingerprints and other physical objects, circumstantial evidence etc. In most of the financial crimes investigation documents are used as evidence. In short, high volume of evidence for non-financial crimes is a very common volume for financial crimes.
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