[image: BOLC_Logo]                                                                  
 (
   
Assignment Cover Sheet
)



	Student Name:
	Mocheko Elliot Makoa

	Student Number:
	3685

	Course:
	Diploma in Forensic Accounting

	Assignment NO:
	#5



Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	


1. i. The proactive investigations happen as a results of the investigator’s findings, while the reactive investigator’s take place when the complainant or the citizen approach the investigator of the committed crime.
ii. The weighted solvability factor weigh the importance of the evidence, according to weighted factor other evidence are more important than others for example the evidence found in the crime scene is more important than the witness. According to Unweighted solvability factor all evidence is equally important and also it is based in hearsay.
iii. Investigation is the process, so, the investigation team the first thing they should have done is to set the goal and then to plan how are they going to achieve that set goals, to bring the future to the present, to see that there are enough human resources, financial resources and also are they have enough skill to execute the designated duty
iv. Focus – the investigative plan should be focused and consistent with the goals of the invesigations.
Control – financial crime investigations tend to get out of hand and multiply in terms of the information under consideration, therefore, it is very important to maintain control of the investigation.
Adaptability – financial investigations are ever evolving.
v. By identifying the witness, Collecting the documents, Analysing and assembling them into exhibits and finally, if everything goes according to plan, charging the suspect.
vi. Trash runs – involves searching the suspect’s discarded trash in order to get the evidence.
Surveillance – in order to gain the general backround of the suspect/ victim, the investigator will have to follow him/her and watch his/her steps about his/her financial information, valuable assets and building he/she owned including of those next to him/her.
Database search – this is an intelligence technique, it is used to gather evidence especially on criminal activities that cannot be obtained by other means without authorisation from an authority and is divided into two categories which are Public and private database.

2. Private database – Access here is controlled, anyone who is willing to get the access he/she has to pay in order to get the access, but Law enforcement agency can get access through the court order, this database is being controlled by the government or by  the company outsourced by the government to do that kind of job or by the government parastatal, the information contained inside this database include telephone, residential address, credit status of individual, fingerprints, real estate etc..

Public database – This one is very easy to access, as compare to Private database because it seems that government ministries seems to post such data to the internet where people have access as they can get the information free of charge, there are some that the investigator should have to pay small fee in order to have the access such as finding whether one has a criminal records, the information that one get from this database includes civil and criminal records of individuals, tax assessment records and corporate filing etc..
3.  Financial crime 90% of it is committed by the financial expert such as financial accountants, financial management experts charted accountants, unlike the man in the street who killed the fellow street vendor, after he has killed he even didn’t hide anything except to runaway, what the police or law enforcement officers did is to find out about his where about nothing complicated and also at the crime scene there would be something that would relate the criminal with the murder such as the finger prints his hat and also there would be the eye witnesses. But it is very unfortunately, in white collar crime the eye witness is rare, the chartered accountants after committing that financial crime he or she covert and make the books look like there is nothing wrong with it, most of the time there is no speaking witness for that reason the forensic accountant has to make sure that enough or more than enough evidence is collected that will be presented before the courts of law, there is no sign of breaking in, to make audit rail look like it is correct, to increase the profits, it is very difficult to outgame the man/woman in his field of expertise.


CASE STUDY
A self-devised accounting system, I think it lacks accounting standards and accounting conventions such as Business entity concept – to  able to differentiate between the owner and the business, Historic concept- transaction are recorded at their original cost, consistency and also the most important one which is the prudence concept- here if accountant fail to judge correctly there would be overstated or understated profits of the profits and the other one is understandability, the books of account must be understandable, here the problem is, the person who did that kind of job has no skill required to do that kind of job, so, it is not understandable. They have no membership to the professional body where they can get the devised accounting standards and concepts or principles.
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ii. Byron has no skills and qualifications required to execute his duty as a bookkeeper.
Byron did not understand that man-made devised accounting systems of the owner.
Byron omit to record some of the transactions.
Byron failed to apply bookkeeping principle which is double entry.
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