Introduction to Wedding Planning

Question 1
i. Wedding etiquette is the practices and forms prescribed by social convention and authority.
ii. A sake sharing ceremony is also called san-san-kudo. The ritual is 3 flat cups sake cups stacked on top of each other, the bride and groom take 3 sips from each cup. The parents also take sips from the cups (a total of 9.) This cements the bond between the families.
iii. A Russian civil ceremony is important because it is considered the official wedding ceremony.
iv. The main skills required to be a wedding planner are a sense of humour, organisational skills, interpersonal proficiency, imagination, persistence, calm, charming, good negotiator & good with money.
v. The role and scope of wedding consultancy in the modern world is to provide individually designed wedding packages or ad-hoc services tailored to a person’s specific needs.

Question 2
a) Traditional English Wedding Reception –
· The wedding cake is fruitcake which is served alongside the groom’s cake (originated during the Tudor period)
· A silver charm is bought for each bridesmaid, a ribbon is tied to each one and they are placed between the layers of wedding cake, before the bride and groom share a slice of cake the bridesmaids gather and each pull a ribbon, it signifies a future of good promise.
· Shoes are tied to the newlywed’s car.
· Rain is a sign of good fortune on a wedding day.  
b) German Wedding Traditions – 
· Before the wedding day when a baby girl is born several trees are planted in honour of her birth, when she has a wedding date set the trees are sold and the money is used for her dowry.
· A pre German wedding custom is a wedding newspaper made by the friends and family of the bride and groom, it has pictures, articles & stories of the engaged couple. The newspaper is sold at the wedding reception to help with the honeymoon cost.
· The traditional German wedding lasts three days, first they must have a civil ceremony at the city centre attended by only close family and friends. The second night is the big wedding party, all the bride and grooms friends are invited. The third day is the religious wedding ceremony, as the couple leave the chapel they throw coins to the children who are watching. Post ceremony the best man steals the bride and takes her to a local pub where they drink champagne until the groom finds them, once he finds them he has to pay for all they had to drink. When the couple are ready to leave for their honeymoon the groom must pay an exit toll (usually a promise of another party.) 
· The guests bring old dishes to break, the newlyweds sweep up the broken pieces to symbolise that nothing will ever be broken in their house again.

Activity
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