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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.

For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1. 

i. Best evidence is the determinant that proved or disproved an allegation. These also mean an original document or an object which is offer as approve of a fact in a law suit. Best evidence is also known primary evidence, which means an original that is considered the most reliable of its existence and its contents. It is distinguished from secondary evidence, which is a reproduction of an original or testimony establishing its existence.

ii. 

(a) To avoid destruction of an important evidences

(b) Avoiding exposure of personnel to hazard and attack

(c) To avoid compromise of examinations and analyses

iii. 

(a) Answering machine

(b) Digital Camera

(c) Facsimile machine

(d) Printer

(e) Scanner

(f) Copier

(g) Compact disc duplication

(h) Smart cards/magnetic stripe cards

(i) Wireless and cordless telephone

(j) Network server

(k) Personal computer

(l) Paging devices

(m) PDA’s and blackberry device

(n) Storage media

(o) Auditor records

iv. 

(a)  Reviewing of clients policies on record retention and ensuring of compliance.

(b) Existence and storage of employee file

(c) Check for files at employee home or in their personal computer

(d) Visitation to storage locations for proper records off and on site.

(e) Analysis of organisation hierarchy and who reports to whom.

(f) Checking file retention practise at various  corporate locations

(g) Review technology in used for transaction records eg customer and vendor invoices

(h) Reviewing company’s back-up procedure

v. Working paper contains analyses and summaries of factual material discovered                                                             during the course of the investigation, this form the basis for litigation to recover losses.

Though the content of the working paper is determined by the uniqueness of the subject matter. However the following are some of the likely information and documents 

(a) Accounting records and other documents eg general ledger, management report, internal audit report etc

(b) Public Record searches, report from third party investigation,e.g related party evidence, investigative report.

(c) Electronic computer files. include mail, computer file

(d) Photograph of digital photos

(e) Documentation ,specifying chain of custody

(f) Interview notes and video

(g) Third party information

(h) Court pledging and disposition of transcript

vi. (a) Document Retention Gathering-Forensic Investigation especially on financial crime entails  heavy reliance on documentary proof and as such there is need for document retention and preservation. The electronic evidence s in the company accounting system needs to be preserved because business transactions would have taken place, ie assets to be acquired and sold, system modification and estimate reversal. The Forensic Investigator needs to know who will retain, what document to retain, and for how long.

    (b) Planning Consideration-The planning consideration is necessary in other to meet up with client to discuss type of evidence required and to locate it. Because of operational changes, there is need to discuss financial accounting records. Planning indicate scope of the investigation, a helpful tool to proof relevancy of documents sought for the investigation. Avoid unnecessary hoarding of information.

   (c) Creating chain of custody- This serves as a proof that the evidence has been properly preserved from any alteration and damages between collection time and presentation .It signify that the evidence brought before court and regulatory body has a probative value. Therefore investigator should discuss the extent of record –keeping required to establish a chain of custody with counsel and the client before gathering evidence.

Vii.  . (a) Signed statements-Obtaining a written and signed statements from witness and complainant is a useful exercise.

           (b) Transactional paperwork-Manner of operation of business differs, however basic documents are generally similar with little difference. The investigator must be on the look-out for documents or paper trails left example invoices, vouchers, and original records.

(c) Intranet Sources-Business presently create networks connecting their employees and departments, this can serve as way of getting some useful unofficial communication valuable to the investigation.  
(d) E-mails-Messages save on the company server for a long time can be useful evidence especially by a carefree employee.

            (a) The victim of financial crime first place the investigator should look at.

             (b) Third party with access to documentary evidence

             (c)  Then the evidence possessed by the suspect

2. 

  (a) Direct Evidence- This is evidence that without making any inferences or

        presumptions can prove a fact. This is usually the testimony of a witness, 

        directly relating to the act, may be at the court of law or during 

        investigation (either they head it, seen it, or directly involved in it)

(b) Circumstantial Evidence- This is indirect evidence that needs interference or presumption before the fact can be proved. It allows for more than one explanation, it allows a Trier of fact to infer that a fact exists. For instance testimony can be direct evidence or can be circumstantial, a witness saying that she saw  the defendant stab a victim is providing  a direct evidence while  one that says  she saw defendant enter the house, then she heard a screaming and she saw defendant leave with bloody knife gives  circumstantial evidence, meaning there is need for inference.

(c) Oral Evidence-This is a witness account and a presentation at the time of submission of records and physical objects, Witness testimony includes oral statements by witness delivered under oath.

(d) Documentary Evidence-This includes judicial record, official documents, contracts deeds, letters, map, photograph, diagram and other official or private writing.

(e) Real or Physical Evidence-This include tangible property, and also knife, pistol, other weapon that must be relevant and admissible in court of law.

3.  Financial crime is a non-violent offence that is committed by or against an individual or corporation and results in a financial loss while non-financial crime is violent offence.

The difference between financial crimes and nonfinancial crimes is the composition of the evidence. Use of real evidence such as finger prints and tool-mark comparison are used to prove a crime such as murder and burglary. Sometimes, documentary evidence like pawn receipts and photographs become important in these cases and even in a typical murder investigation 500 pieces of evidence is considered too heavy in a non-financial crime investigation. For financial crime investigation too many huge documents are needed and because of this difference, investigators often must confront huge volumes.
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