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Give short answers for the following questions: (8)

i. How did the First World War influence fashion? Which types of changes were brought

     about by it?

The First World War kicked off the Great Depression, from which the general public escaped through Hollywood. The movies became the new glamorous medium for fashion. As another war seemed imminent, clothing became more functional and military-inspired with square shoulders. Techniques for mass production of uniforms carried over into the creation of ready-to-wear fashion. During World War I (1914-1918), clothing tended to be as simple as possible: moderately wide skirts, not quite reaching the foot, and hip-length jackets
ii. Describe the characteristic features of the Twentieth Century’s fashion scheme.

Women's fashion at the beginning of the twentieth century was largely a matter of status. The stylish silhouette was defined by the narrow sans-ventre corset, which squeezed away the belly and gave the body an S-shaped line; by the long, sweeping skirt lengths; and by high rigid collars. Textile designs took the lead from art nouveau plant ornamentation. Parisian couturiers, such as Jean-Philippe and Gaston Worth (sons of the first celebrated grand couturier Charles Frederick Worth), the Callot sisters, Jacques Doucet, and Jeanne Paquin, were at the forefront in such society dresses.
Write brief note on the works of main fashion designers in the 1970s. (7)

The 1970s introduced fashion ideas and trends that eventually became staple wardrobe items. These designs, such as the wrap dress and pants suit, were made popular by designers who have become icons in the fashion industry for creating influential works of art that left a major imprint on the fashion history of the 20th century and beyond.

Vivienne Westwood

Dubbed the “Mother of Punk,” Vivienne Westwood is a British fashion designer who played a big role in punk rock’s influence on fashion in both America and Great Britain during the 1970s and beyond.

Diane von Furstenburg

Diane von Furstenburg became a design icon in 1972 with the creation of the wrap dress, which sold into the millions in less than a five-year period. The wrap dress became known as a symbol of “female power,” as more women entered the workplace.

Yves Saint Laurent

Yves Saint Laurent was known for making pants acceptable for women to wear for work and dress. Prior to the 1970s, women wore pants mostly only in casual settings.

3. How did the Nineteenth Century influence the fashion industry? What major changes came   
  about in fashion industry in the early Nineteenth Century and why?

The nineteenth century witnessed an amazing transformation in the political and economic life of Europeans and Americans alike. During the first decade of the century almost all of Europe was under the power of France's ruler, Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821), or other members of his family who controlled the outer regions of the empire.With widespread support for overturning the old systems of Europe, Napoleon had built a vast French empire.

Throughout Europe and the United States, the new technologies of the Industrial Revolution transformed economies based on large farms to those based on industrial production, which created a wealthy middle class.The expanding middle classes put pressure on their governments to gain political influence throughout the Western world. Soon wealthy landowners were joined by wealthy merchants and factory owners in government, and life was forever changed for working people. In general, people became richer and could afford more luxuries than ever before. Industrialization, or the manufacture or production of goods on a large scale, offered the luxuries of life to more people than ever before. The Industrial Revolution had brought the construction of canals and railways across Europe and America.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the Europeans and Americans had fully embraced the benefits of industrialization. By the end of the nineteenth century, the first advertising, chains of retail stores, and widely-circulating magazines combined with the efficient manufacturing systems and trade routes to transform the Western world into a mass consumer society. The rise of consumer spending would bring clothes of reasonable quality, as well as the shifting trends of fashion, to more people than ever before.

Activity

Look through some old magazines; cut out pictures showing the fashion trends of the last two decades. Also, find some photos from the latest fashion shoots and compare them. How does modern fashion dresses differ from those of the past? Discuss in a report.
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	Modern fashions are designed with millennial concept in mind. A mix 'n match of clothings designs, color, cuttings from trends in 80's & 90's were incorporated in all aspect of fashion design developments in the later years.
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