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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Question 1 

1. What do you understand by ‘Equipment Planning’?

My understanding of the term ‘Equipment Planning’ is the process or steps taken to plan or procure the correct equipment or plant for a project and also to create a strategy of implementation to create a good use or economical start to a project.

1. What is the primary requirement of scheduling any project?

The primary requirement of scheduling projects is to ensure that the correct equipment can be available for use on a project when required without causing a delay, and ensuring it is the correct equipment for the task in hand.

1. What are the hire-purchase options available to a contractor?

The hire-purchase options that are available to a contractor are as follows; to purchase the equipment, rent the equipment with the option to purchase, or the contractor could lease the equipment.

1. Why is a proper plant layout important?

A proper plant layout is important as it should ensure that the time taken moving plant or equipment from one area to another is kept to a minimum as this can be costly and slow down the production rates and delay the program if this happens.
1. What are the disadvantages of purchasing equipment compared to renting it?

The disadvantages of purchasing equipment compared to renting are that purchasing is more expensive upfront, especially if the equipment is only require for short periods of time. Purchased equipment can become obsolete when newer versions are released, then the temptation f using it beyond its expected lifespan is a disadvantage as it will result in a lower productivity rate, possible repair costs etc.

Question 2 – What factors affect the cost of the owning and operating of construction equipment?

The factors that can affect the cost of owning and operating equipment and plant can be things such as the cost of the equipment to purchase, the conditions of operating the equipment, the amount of use in hours during the year, the age of the equipment, maintenance and servicing of the equipment at regular intervals, repairs that may be required and the demand for the equipment on the used market to gather the relevant information on depreciation etc.

Question 3 – Discuss the conditions under which the equipment should be taken on rent under a lease equipment.

Equipment could be taken on a lease agreement if the equipment is required for a long term project or if the company sees enough works to keep the equipment for the foreseeable future with enough work to justify leasing the item, it would not be able to be leased if it is only required for short term period. Leasing would be ideal for a piece of equipment that be used on different projects, and easily transported between these projects.
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