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	1. Give short answers for the following questions:
I. What does internal auditor do?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The main task of internal auditors is to secure the financial assets of an organization. To fulfill this task internal auditors make audits. That could depend on the structure of a company. The issues of an internal audit are checks and controls on processes, internal guidelines, financial assets, projects, IT structure, and compliance and so on. An important condition for an effective performance of the internal audit department is that they work independently, e. g. within the organization they should report directly to management board. The basis from the work of internal auditors is the standards from the institute of internal auditors like the “International Professional Practices Framework (IPPF)”.

II. How do forensic accountants work with external auditors?
The main reason why forensic accountants consult the external auditors of an organization is that they have information about the client history, because external auditors have a good knowledge of the financial and income statement. Their job is to review and approval that the annual financial statement is in accordance to local laws and accounting standards. Forensic accountants use this information to get an impression about the past of an organization and their processes like company’s areas of risk, documentation, systems and so on. Another interesting point is the working papers from the external auditors.

III. What are the objectives of internal auditors in forensic investigations?
Internal auditors have a lot of internal information that could be very helpful during a forensic investigation. The objectives of internal auditors within a forensic investigation are as follows:
· Core skills in auditing like gathering and evaluating evidence, sample testing and interview skills
· Core skills in project management: For an internal audit it is also necessary to evaluate risks, prepare time schedule, and plan staff members and so on. So they have a lot of experience in project management.
· Knowledge of the company and systems: For a forensic investigation it is very important to know the organizational structure and processes of the company. Also important is to know the systems that are used by the company. 

IV. What is the role of forensic accounting investigators when working in a forensic team?
The forensic accounting investigator is the expert in gathering evidence and analyzing anomalies. The scope and the expected objectives of the investigation have the audit committee. According to the defined objectives of the committee the forensic accounting leads the investigation and must help to analyze the suspicious situation. Thereby it is in advantage that they have a different (external) point of view on the investigation. He operates as a coordinator and moderator between all involved people during the forensic investigation and is responsible to gather and secure evidence. Thereby the help of other experts like lawyers, external auditors and so on could be necessary. 

2. How do forensic accounting investigators work with lawyers? 
Most of forensic accounting investigation makes it necessary to consult lawyers because a lot of legal issues could be clarified during an investigation like contracts issues, company or corporate law, data protection laws, commercial law and so on.
Further points could be as follows:
· Anonymous tips: Anonymous tips or whistleblowing is an important tool to detect fraud. For that it is necessary to consult a lawyer that guarantees the anonymity of the tipster.
· Audit committee and internal audit concerns: There are a lot of points that should be considered during an investigation, e. g. questions like if the authority to issues directives are rule-consistent. 
· External auditor findings: To evaluate the findings it could be necessary to consult a lawyer because of the complexity. 
· Media and regulatory reports or communications: Nowadays most of the information are digital. This can cause a lot of problems like data security or privacy. There it could be also necessary to need a specialized lawyer.

3. What is the importance of privacy in forensic investigations? And which measures could be taken to achieve this?
It is very important to protect the privacy of the victims, suspects, witnesses and all other involved people within an investigation. The data that are collected during an investigation are very sensitive. These kinds of investigation have always a suspicion of a crime. In the case of an error or wrong assessment of the current situation the reputation of the suspect, victim or organization could be ruined. For this purpose it is essential to limit the people who have access to the information and the progress of the forensic investigation. According to the maxim “As much as necessary, as less as possible”. The information must be declared as confidential. Also a measure could be that the forensic team works with people and experts whom they know from former investigation with a lot of experience.
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