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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	AN INTRODUCTION TO INTERIOR DESIGN.

Short questions.

i) The two main branches of interior design are residential and commercial interiors. 
Name at least three sub-branches in which an interior designer can specialise. 

Kitchen and bath: 
Kitchen and bath designers specialise in cabinets, fixtures, appliances, plumbing and electrical solutions for kitchen and bathroom spaces.
As interior designers, kitchen and bath designers need to make sure that their work is not only aethetically appealing but possesses functionality as well.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Windows and draperies:
Specialising in bespoke made to measure curtains, blinds, window dressings and associated accessories.
Windows and draperies designers are not only skilled in fitting curtains and blinds across a variety of windows, 
they are passionate about bringing to life visual interior design ideas. 

Lighting: 
Lighting designers focus on the effect of lighting for home, office, and public spaces. For example, lighting designers may work on stage productions, in gallery and museum spaces, and in healthcare facilities, to find appropriate light fixtures and lighting effects for each space.

Sustainable: 
Sustainable designers specialise in utilising energy and water efficient strategies, as well as improving air quality designs. In sustainable design, the focus is on minimising the footprint of the completed project, using natural products and eco-friendly elements to any room design.

Feng shui: 
Feng Shui is the ancient Chinese practice of encouraging the positive flow of energy in a space. The way that objects are arranged has a bearing on the energy and can positively or negatively affect the lives and attitudes of the people who live there.
Clients will hire Feng Shui Consultants so that they visit their home or office. The consultant will then identify ways so that items are arranged according to Feng Shui traditions and thus help them to flourish. The basic aim of this is to bring harmony and balance in the room.

ii) Discuss the role of an interior designer. 

The role of an interior designer is to:

Search for and bid on new projects.

Work in a team of other licensed practitioners in the areas of electrical, mechanical and architectural, as required for regulatory approval.

Analyse client’s needs, goals and life safety requirements.

Formulate preliminary design concepts, that are functional, aesthetic, appropriate and are in accordance with the codes and standards.

Consider how the space will be used and how people will move through the space.

Sketch preliminary design plans, including electrical layouts.

Prepare drawings and specifications for interior construction .i.e. ceiling plans, space detailing.

Specify materials and furnishings, such as lighting, furniture, wall finishes, flooring, and plumbing fixtures.

Create a timeline for the interior design project and estimate project costs.

Develop and present final design proposals by following appropriate presentation media. 

Prepare final plans, using computer applications.

Place orders for materials and oversee installing the design elements.

Visit after the project to ensure that the client is satisfied.


iii) Briefly describe the sequence of working procedures in a residential project. 

The client’s programme and budget must be established before the project can be undertaken. This will be achieved by doing a detailed and thorough consultation.  
A design concept will be formed. 
Design skills are required in order to produce designs, plans, and drawings for construction and installation.  
Client’s approval for the design concept must be obtained before proceeding.  
Correct estimates must be given 
on the length and size of materials needed,  
the amount of paints or wallpapers needed, 
the length of time the project may take and the overall cost of the finished project.  
Negotiation and networking skills are a must when liaising between customers and suppliers in order to make authorised purchases. 
 Supervising and installing. 
On a residential project, Interior designers may need to work closely with builders, architects, structural engineers, or mechanical engineers, to determine how the interior space will function, look, and be furnished. Interior designers read blueprints and must be aware of building codes and inspection regulations.


iv) What should an interior designer know in order to develop a clear idea about the function of a room? 

In order to develop a clear idea about the function of a room, the designer will have to know the purpose for which the room will be used and is being planned for. 
The designer will have to understand the room's exact purpose, the various ways it will be used and who will use it. 


v) When planning an interior design scheme, how important is it to consider a mood for a room. What is it actually? 

Mood relates to how you want a person to react emotionally when they enter the room. 
When a client thinks about the effect they want to create in their home, 
what they are really considering is the mood or atmosphere:
whether a room is to have a sense of being  contemporary or conventional, energising or relaxing, cool and airy or warm and cosy. 
Light and colour is a strong deciding factor when determining mood. If you use very bright lights in a room which is meant for relaxing, it will not meet the needs of the dwellers, and therefore will not meet the requirements of the mood. 

Q3. What is the difference between residential and commercial interiors? How do the interiors of the following areas differ in both of these settings?

Designing for a commercial property is completely different than designing for a residential property. 
Interior designers need to understand these differences within various commercial properties so they can meet the needs and desires of their clients.
Medical or health care facilities need to have plans to keep the area sterile and to protect patients. 
Hospitality buildings, like hotels, need to ensure that they have space to meet their guests’ needs as well as provide entertainment and restaurant options. Retail buildings must have space to display their products for sale, give customers a place to park and provide easy to find toilet facilities. 
Interior designers working on commercial buildings must consider not only the aesthetics of the building, but also the function. 
They may need to incorporate marketing tactics into their designs, and must account for the comfort of the customers or guests, as well as employees, in every aspect of the space. 
Lighting also becomes more important, as it can set the mood for a restaurant or serve as an important part of a theatre or function room. 
Designers may need to work within corporate requirements to ensure that design elements match the company’s branding goals.

a)  Bathrooms:

In residential homes, bathrooms are designed to be a comfortable, relaxing, functional and beautiful space used by families.

In commercial premises, bathrooms, or washrooms, should be spacious and private. 
They must have the usual facilities, plus there may be need for a shower room and lockers, 
and the facilities must have a high level of finish to reflect the company’s designs.


b) Sitting areas: 

In residential homes, sitting areas, or living rooms, are designed to be a cosy, comfortable, relaxing, functional and attractive space to be used all the family. 
Living rooms contain sofas and armchairs, often a coffee table or side table, and a fireplace and tv entertainment unit. 

In commercial living rooms, or common rooms the design differs to accommodate a larger amount of visitors. The common room should be designed to be used as a multi- purpose space. The seating arrangements may consist of groups of large tables and chairs, sofas, and groups of seating to encourage socialising to take place. The flooring and upholstery must be hardwearing and easy to clean.  



c) Cooking areas:

In residential homes, cooking areas and kitchens are designed to be a used as a multi-purpose space, used by all the family for eating, entertaining, watching television, working with a computer, using the telephone and relaxing.

Ergonomics is the number one consideration in the design of commercial kitchens and cooking areas. 
They should be designed for maximum labour efficiency, safety and functionality, 
ensuring that there is plenty of room to move about freely when carrying hot pots and bulky supplies. 
If employees do not have to waste time and extra movement completing a task, efficiency is increased and fatigue and workplace injuries are reduced.

CASE STUDY.

Careful interviewing to establish the client's programme and budget. 

Developing a concept.

Obtaining client's approval for that concept. 

Making estimates.

Making authorised purchases.

Supervising and installing. 
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