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Question 1
· Do all children develop various skills and abilities at the same time? If not, why?
No, not all children develop various skills and abilities at the same time. Each child is individual and will develop at their own pace. Benchmarks are set to determine the ‘average’ age at which a child should be; for example, walking-but this is only to provide a general overview of child development.  
· Explain the difference between growth and development.

Growth is the physical increase of any body part which includes the child’s weight, height or internal organs which is quantitive-meaning that this increase can be measured.   
Development is the progressive change in a person’s physical and behavioural traits. 
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A child will replace his/her old ways of behaving with new skills that will serve more useful than before. Development is an orderly process and each step will build on from the previous step. No skills will be lost, but only improved upon. 

· What are the various stages of development in humans?

The various stages of development in humans are: Infancy, childhood, early childhood, middle childhood, adolescence and adulthood. 

· What are the different areas of development throughout an individual’s life?

The different areas for development throughout an individual’s life are: Physical development, motor development, social development, emotional development, cognitive development and language development. 

· What is the relationship between different areas of development in a child?

When a child develops in one area, it affects the development in other areas. For example, when a child develops in language, he/she will be able to communicate better with people around him/her, which inevitably allows for him/her to develop socially. 

· Define the term ‘Cognitive Development.’

Cognitive development in the change in an infant’s thinking skills. It is the process of how a child will collect and process information through exploring his/her environment. 
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· What are the five stages of development in children, according to Erikson’s Theory of Psychological Development?

The five stages of development in children according to Erikson’s Theory are: Trust vs Mistrust; Autonomy vs Shame and Doubt; Initiative vs Guilt; Industry vs Inferiority and Identity vs Confusion. 

Question 2

An infant is unable to determine what is socially acceptable or unacceptable. A child will only develop the ability to act according to what is considered socially acceptable through building relationships with peers. Social development is when an infant goes from not having any regard for limits/rules to behaving in a way that reaches the expectations of society-for example, eating politely or taking turns appropriately when playing a game-throughout childhood. However, an infant is already at the stage where he/she is able to distinguish between those who act lovingly towards him/her and those who do not. An infant will then automatically form bonds with those who approach him/her with love. These bonds will then determine the type of relationships that he/she will have with those who are outside of the family. Once a child becomes older, he/she will then be able to take part in more complex behaviors, such as being supportive; being generous and cooperating. Therefore, a child who then learns the skill of cooperation will automatically form healthy relationships and will be able to “behave in accordance with the expectations of society.”

Activity 1: 

The first child that I have thought of is someone who is very comfortable with speaking to people he has never met before. He will strike up a conversation easily with a stranger and will do so confidently with no regard for ‘stranger danger’. However, this same child does not handle stress well. When he feels anxious about 
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something he easily reverts to self-harm and is unable to think clearly. He would, for example, bang his head against the floor or chew his arm. This same child can be extremely active and loves to run around. He finds joy in using the outside gym equipment and likes to play with toys. He is an energetic boy who wears his heart on his sleeve. 

The second child that I have thought of is extremely introverted. He finds it difficult to speak to, not only strangers, but also people who he knows. He uses a white board to communicate in class and often shrugs his shoulders when asked a question, which shows that his self-esteem is very low. When dealing with stress, this child becomes non-responsive and will immediately put his head on the desk, shutting everyone around him out. As mentioned above, his self-esteem is very low and therefore, he finds the classroom setting stressful. His energy levels are extremely low and he is a very lethargic child. He does not take part in any Physical Education in school and will often complain about being tired. It is difficult to encourage this child to engage in lessons when he is not willing to. 

Case Study

1) The problem exists with Dave’s mum using the offensive language herself. Children will copy and say what they are hearing, especially during the years when their language is developing. 
2) In my opinion, there are no developmental issues because Dave is able to speak and pronounce the words that he is hearing and is only copying what he is hearing. Dave is too young to understand that what his mum is saying is offensive, unless taught so from a young age.
3) Dave’s teacher can explain to Dave that the words that he is using are bad words and that he should not be saying those words. He could put a reward in place for Dave so that when Dave is not using inappropriate language, he could, for example, have some reward time with his favorite toy at nursery. 
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