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Marking Criteria:
We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
1. Describe the characteristic features of the 20th century’s fashion

Fashion during the 20th century underwent a vast and drastic change of style and purpose; dramatically changing throughout each decade. Over the span of one hundred years, political and constitutional revisions, world events affecting the economy and trade, cultural changes, technology and communication developments, saw fashion trends and innovation mirror this. Fashion was undoubtedly influenced and made its radical, forever changing transformation, into the world we see today.
The shape of the female figure was a characteristic feature of its time; modified as the decades progressed. At the start of the 20th century, the ‘S-Bend’ figure dominated the majority of the first decade. Women wore tightly fitted corsets to create this curvy outline which pushed the upper body forward, enhancing wide rounded hips and a tiny waist. Towards the end of the early years of the 1910s, the silhouette slowly became more straight and thin and the fashionable corseted figures were abandoned.
With the outbreak of war, women’s fashion changed inevitably. As men were called upon to fight for their country, women were expected to carry our manual labour tasks in the fields and factories. Women’s clothing had to become more practical and adapt to the working environment. Floor length skirts had risen to a more functional ankle length and then rose higher to mid-calf length. Bright colours that were displayed in the early years were diminished in favour of more subdued colours which ironically symbolized the mood of the period.  Earthy, natural tones and blacks were a more preferred choice of colour. Mass production of clothing lines appeared quicker and were a lot more cost effective to produce due to limited supplies of resources. The use of excessive buttons, decorative trimmings and extra stitching was considered unlawful and due to the lack of supplies, clothing was very plain and simplistic and mainly served the sole purpose of covering the body. World War Two saw some big fashion houses shut down and fashion designers were in deliberation over relocating. Some top end couturiers ceased production which made way for new or less well-known designers to get acknowledged and establish their identity within the industry.
Across the other side of the pacific, America had gained recognition for the concept of feminine beauty and glamourous fashion. Hollywood movies became increasingly popular and the idols on screen became significant role models for nations from the U.S.A over to Europe. Hollywood created the glamourous look; from the flirtatious figure fitting dresses and stylish, beautifully made gowns to the perfectly pinned curls and sleek waved hair styles. Hollywood saw stars such as Marilyn Monroe, Sophia Loren and Grace Kelly provide trends that were widely replicated. Outfits that had been worn in a movie on the big screen, was soon imitated and produced by retailors. Magazines published clothing patterns based on the styles on screen; allowing women to sew their own Hollywood style dresses. The importance of the stars on the screen became just as important as the lavish garments.
Fake fur, also known as faux fur, became commercially available around the mid-century. Due to the promotions of animal rights campaigns and animal welfare organisations, the alternative, animal-friendly, fake fur became very popular. Environmental politics and eco-awareness views were more recognized in the public domain and with protests against animal cruelty it was only a matter of time before faux fur and natural fibers were introduced; even top fashion houses were incorporating these articles in their designs.
From the 1960s, fashion equality faded. It was considered much more acceptable for women to wear trousers, whereas before, this was regarded in society as masculine. Separate styles developed for adults and youth and department stores had notably identified the segregation of styles and made for a more obvious divide. 
The ‘60s’ era witnessed the ‘Hippie’ subculture; a movement which saw ‘Hippie’s contest against established traditions and cultural expectations. Protesting against the injustices they saw within the conformed society and making a stance for personal freedom, whilst advocating peace and love. Both men and women wore bell-bottomed jeans, tie-dyed shirts, sandals and headbands. Men grew out their hair and beards and women were seen hand crafting beaded jewellery and accessories. Synthetic fabrics were commonly used and they were flexible in design. The popular synthetic materials took well to dye and made application easy, helping to create brightly coloured prints and unique designs.  
The mini-skirt was also a defining creation of the 60s. The hemline had reached above the knee and was gradually climbing the upper thigh; this led way for coloured tights as stockings and suspenders were deemed unpractical. Several designers gained recognition for the invention of the mini-skirt, such as Mary Quant, a London based fashion designer and Parisian fashion designer, Andre Courreges. Some believed John Bates, a British Fashion Designer, was the first to offer the mini-skirt, whilst designers such as Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre Cardin had also been noticed for raising hemlines at the same time. With some speculating the original inventor, the name had derived from Mary Quant’s favourite make of car, the mini. Towards the end of this era an even shorter version emerged, called the micro-skirt or micro-mini. 
The 1970s saw the birth of the ‘Punk’ era which was somewhat considered as an aggressive movement within the world of fashion. The industry had not witnessed such an adverse or brash trend and one that made such a statement. In earlier decades, fabrics were treated with care and materials were kept pristine and in beautiful condition. However the ‘Punk’ period, saw distressed fabric, frayed edges and defaced prints. Safety pins, chains and spikey dog collars were used as jewellery, aiming to attract attention. ‘Punk’ comprised of a variety of subcultures such as glam rock, skinheads, greasers and mods. Each style encompassed punk characteristics and inspired one another, all intending to exude confidence.
The ready to wear look was in full swing by the end of the 20th century. Retailers were catering to women’s needs who simply demanded comfortable, wearable clothes. Sportswear was highly popular and materials such as Lycra and Spandex were greatly used.
By the late 20th century, fashion crossed international boundaries; the increasingly diverse multicultural societies had an impact on the fashion world. This saw different cultured styles dilute into the mainstream fashion; encouraging more colourful designs, more adventurous techniques and creative ideas and materials. This became more accessible to designers and couturiers worldwide due to the improvement of travel and communications/advertisement. Media was able to promote new fashions with less effort and publicise new designs more easily as oppose to previous decades where magazines were a big influence and helped catapult new fashion globally. The advancing media, TV and music industry became main sources of inspiration and continued to grow as we entered the 21st century.


1. Write a brief note on the works of main fashion designers of 1970s

The 1970s decade was a pivotal point in the fashion world. It saw the introduction of certain ideas and trends which led to the inventions of garments that have since become staple wardrobe items.
Welsh fashion designer, Laura Ashley, was popular for her ‘romantic’ silhouettes which boasted floral printed fabrics and had a distinct element of femininity. Long, flouncy skirts and Victorian-like high-necked blouses, gracefully made for a simplistic style and countrified look; embracing lace and ruffles in her designs. Laura Ashley opened her first American shop within this decade, in San Francisco.
Dubbed ‘Queen of Knits’, Sonia Rykiel, a French fashion designer, established the invention of the pullover sweater and was the first designer to put seams on the outside of garments, leave hems unfinished and use slogans on sweaters. Her unique range of clothing was created with such versatility that her clothes could be worn almost anywhere. Sonia Rykiel was highly recognised for popularising dark blacks and using rhinestones and long boa-like scarves. She was often known as ‘Coco-Rykiel’, a comparison to Coco Chanel.
Vivienne Westwood played a crucial role in the evolution of ‘punk’ fashion – considered as one of the most unorthodox and outspoken fashion designers in the world. Her audacious designs and outrageous make-up and hair styles screamed individuality and her eccentric concepts displayed an extensive amount of conviction. Vivienne Westwood’s work in this era is highly regarded today and some believe her contribution and influences helped shape the world of fashion.

1. Look through some old magazines cut out pictures showing fashion in the last two decades. Also find some photos from the latest fashion shoots and compare them. How does the modern fashion dresses differ from those of the past. Discuss in a report.

Through carrying out my research I can see that fashion progresses forward whilst looking back at old styles and trends; predominantly producing a new innovative version of the old. There are elements from the past in today’s designs and it is visible that previous decades have been the origin to a new world of fashion. The styles which are considered as ‘modern’ today are merely a reflection on previous years; they all exhibit old concepts which have been brought back to life. This process is inevitable as designers embark upon their journey of inspiration, many use the past to create the present; history is one of the most common forms of influence
The last two decades have seen a renaissance of styles; designers resurrecting old trends and the rebirth of fads and crazes. Some have come and gone relatively quickly, whilst other pieces have stood the test of time. 
From the photos and magazines I have collected, I can see that the music industry played such a massive role in the direction of fashion. From the era of pop music in the 90s, to the urban hip hop subculture of the 00s. The decades either side of the millennium was equally as prolific. I have found many familiar pieces against the old and new and some styles that have never graced our presence again!

(Reference: Old photos from the 1990s, displaying Puffa jackets and oversized quilted collars, hipster jeans and crop tops) 
These were all very much the era of the 1990s. The ‘pop culture’ was in full swing and was a huge influence with iconic stars wearing these garments. I can see this has crept back into modern fashion today with designers such as Balenciaga and Alexander McQueen showcasing their AW16 designs on the runway. I can see from photos, the catwalk has staged Puffa jackets and large collared coats however they appear much more versatile than before. Pieced together in a chic approach, teamed with heels and skinny jeans whilst some diverse to a more sporty unisex style with trainers, tight trousers and shapeless ‘boyfriend’ cut t-shirts. This in turn has diluted into mainstream fashion, seeing High Street stores replicating a more practical look.                               
Winter wear on catwalks over the last two decades saw faux fur, woolen jumpers and oversized coats – like the trench coat. The outerwear pieces appeared with garish prints and multiple uses of fabrics. In my opinion some designs seemed ‘messy’ and rather complicated in design. In comparison to winter catwalks today the faux fur and oversized coats still remain. The difference I can see is that today’s look appears much more pretty and simple. Designers such as Dior, Miu Miu and Chanel display femininity in this style. With fluffy collars and gold or silver details as a type of embellishment. The make-up and hair styles are very plain and classic compared to previous pictures I found. The use of prints is still visible; however it seems less overpowering and more delicately used.

(Reference: Old photos from 1990s - Sportswear/Leisure wear clothing) 
The old photos I found show leisure wear in the form of big baggy sweatshirts, leggings or tight yoga/Lycra pants, shoes were quite often plimsolls. Compared to the catwalk runway today, leisure/sportswear is shown in a much more different fashion. It appears more stylish and more figure hugging than the 90s where the cuts were quite shapeless. The sweatshirts and zipped jackets are more shaped to the female frame and the colours are more subtle. Photos from the 90s I found, were very bright and vivid.
Sportswear has been projected into a very popular style today. I can see this has dramatically evolved over the last two decades and brands such as Nike and Adidas have made more fashionable pieces for everyday clothing as oppose to specifically for sport. ‘Old school’ labels have made a comeback, such as Puma, Ellesse and Reebok – these brands were less popular in previous years but have since returned. Sportswear brands use popular, current celebrity faces to front their campaigns. Rhianna collaborating with Puma and Kanye West supporting Reebok. This attracts the current generation. This year we have seen idols such as Beyonce, creating her own sportswear brand for the High Street. Inspired by her roots and home ground, label named Ivy Park has been introduced to the High Street. Sportswear is now very much on trend.

(Reference: Old photos from 1990s – Military/ Army themed clothing)
 I discovered lots of old photos from the mid-90s with a military theme. Lots of camouflage prints often worn with combat trousers and belts or hat accessories. Compared to today’s catwalk I could see Burberry and Prada creating a harsh look in khaki colour, with an old war time style coat and large belts and chunky buttoned detail. The themed clothing seems to project authority and domination.

(Reference: Old photos from 2000s – crop tops/tank tops) 
The old photos I have found from the early 2000s are colourful and quite ‘playful’ looking outfits conveying an element of ‘fun’. Most show of crop tops revealing bare mid drifts and sleeveless tank tops or strapped vest tops. The music industry was still a massive influence and the pop culture had slowly started to visit a more urban era. Today we can see the catwalk displaying crop tops with mainly skirts as oppose to low rise jeans. Even the famous ‘boob tube’ tops are seen on the catwalk today. 

(Reference: Old photos from 2000s –Tracksuits) 
As the millennium hit us so did velour tracksuits! I can see lots of pictures of women and girls wearing the matching coloured two pieces – often seeing ‘Juicy Couture’ plastered across the back of the trousers.  Today’s runways have displayed a few tracksuits but in a much more unisex sporty way. Loewe Spring produced a glamourous suede tracksuit with heels. Chloe designed a very active casual look which was indistinct which gender this was designed. 

(Reference: Old photos from 2000s displaying Denim) 
	I found many pictures consisting of denim. Celebrities were donning the denim dresses and double denim combination with jeans and shirt or jackets. I discovered many photos of dyed denim. Denim jackets in peach or pink and a range of pastel colours. The difference in today’s denim on the catwalk is that it is back to original blue denim. There are no dyed colours and the famous blue denim is used in a variety of techniques such as distressed denim or patchwork denim.  
From comparing to the runway of previous years, I can see Dolce and Gabbana had a collection which was dominated by denim for SS10. This showcased lots of denim cuts, some with frills and ruffles and this was paired with a tan colour for boots, bags and accessories. Compared to previous decades the outfits seemed revealing; short skirts, low cut tops or open shirts however within this era it seemed less exposed and much more tasteful. 

(Reference: Old photos from 2010s Urban/ “street wear” clothing) 
From 2010 onwards Fashion entered a much more urban era and the music industry again seemed to be the main influence above anything else. From articles I have found from this era, it seemed that the focus was mainly on the trends which the rappers/hip hop stars were making famous. As hip hop/rap icons boasted fame, money, lavish garments and an excess of riches, the designer labels were worn as status and to assert power and wealth. Louis Vuitton, Gucci and Givenchy were just a few designers that saw Kanye West, Jay-Z and other Hip Hop artists flaunt. This was seen as a sign of success as the high end fashion labels come at a high end price, this is still very much the same today. Similar designs as seen on the stars soon trickled down to the average consumer and saw High Street shops stock similar style clothing – minus the hefty price tag! Boy London was a popular label at this time and youth would sport the slogan sweatshirts and t-shirts as seen on the famous urban idols. 
	The photos I found were of Baseball jackets, big baggy t-shirts for women and men alike, netted vests usually with a controversial slogan attached. ‘BLAME SOCIETY’ (was seen on Jay-Z), or ‘RICH’ (was seen on Rhianna) in the ‘celeb’ world. The differences are quite sparse in today’s catwalks as the looks still very much remain.  Often referred to as ‘Street Style’, the catwalks today still show the bomber/baseball jackets and netted tops in designs. However, they seem to be matched with blacked out sunglasses and trainers with skirts. 
The effect of Hip Hop/urban music at the time was such a reflection upon fashion that it has not diminished; in fact it is stronger than ever before. Designers have since catered to this trend in more magnitude and High Street shops have done the same. The impact has been so impressive that the music personalities are now being admired for the contributions to the fashion industry as well. For example, Young Thug, Hip Hop/ Trap star from Atlanta, Georgia ,US, has been recognized in the fashion world for his individual style and unique dress since. New York Fashion Week even witnessed him stop a model on the runway to adjust his collar without any communication. Pharrell Williams was also commended for his efforts in the fashion world and has been one of the many famous music personalities to produce clothing lines. This subculture has opened doors to a new frontier of fashion, making many past ‘fashion crimes’ quite acceptable, provoking debate and controversy.    
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