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Assessment 1

1.

 I.             
During the war, while men served on the war front, women took on jobs formerly filled by men. Women performed administrative work and started working as drivers, nurses, farm workers and in munition factories. They joined the military and volunteered for organizations like the Red Cross. 
Many of these occupations demanded the wearing of uniforms, including trousers. Women needed healthier outfits and freedom of movement, which led to shorter skirts and the end of the corset. The Great War introduced a new military style coat, which featured a wide collar, epaulettes, extra fabric at the back and a belt. 

 The World War I also had an influence on the colours worn, which became darker and subtler as it usually happens during hard times.

 II.
1900s. Fashion in the first decade of the 20th century continued the lines of the 1890s. Tall, stiff collars and broad hats characterise this period. Paul Poiret became the most prominent fashion designer in Paris. He showed slim, straight skirts and due to his ideas women’s corsets were loosened. For men, the long, lean, and athletic silhouette of the 1890s persisted.

1910s. In 1910, a craze for Orientalism ensued. The couturier Paul Poiret was one of the first designers to translate this vogue into the fashion world. Simple felt hats, turbans, and clouds of tulle replaced the styles of hats popular in the 1900s. Changes in dress during World War I, were dictated more by necessity than fashion. As more and more women, were forced to work, they demanded clothes that were better suited to their new activities

1920s. The 1920s was the decade in which women first liberated themselves from constricting fashions and began to wear comfortable clothes (such as short skirts or pants). Men began to wear sport clothes for the first time. 

1930s. When the effects of the Great Depression began to affect the public, a more conservative approach to fashion displaced that of the 1920s. For women, skirts became longer and the waist-line was returned up to its normal position in an attempt to bring back the traditional "feminine" look. For men, the only noticeable change was that the range of colours became more subdued.

1940s. Among young men in the War Years the zoot suit (and in France the zazou suit) became popular. The couturier Christian Dior created a wave with his first collection in February 1947. The collection contained dresses with tiny waists, majestic busts, and full skirts swelling out beneath small bodices.
1950s. Despite the fact that women had the right to vote, to work, and to drive their own cars, they chose to wear dresses made of opulent materials, with corseted waists and swirling skirts to mid-calf. Haute couture experienced a revival.

1960s. The women of the 1960s adopted a girlish, childlike style, with short skirts and straightened curves, reminiscent to the look of the 1920s. At the start of the decade skirts were knee-high but steadily became shorter and shorter until the mini-skirt emerged in 1965. The principal change in menswear in the '60s was in the weight of the fabric used. The spread of jeans served to accelerate a radical change in the male wardrobe.

1970s. The decade began with a continuation of the hippie look of the late 1960s. Jeans remained frayed and tie dye was still popular. Longer dresses were also in fashion with floral patterns being popular. Two trends defined the 70's in a fashion sense, flares and platform shoes.
1980s. Synthetic materials such as Lycra, Spandex, and viscose became widely-used. As fashion once again looked to the past, baroque evening dress and long gowns made reappearance.  Both men and women began to wear looser shirts and tighter close fitted trousers.
1990s. Fashion in the '90s united around a new standard, minimalism, and styles of stark simplicity became the vogue.
2.
The 1970s designers introduced fashion ideas that have had great influence on the fashion history of the 20th century and beyond. The main designers were:

Sonia Rykiel is renowned for her inside-out stitching technique and knitwear. She has gain fame for her long clinging sweaters or small cropped pullovers, large rolled-back cuffs and long shawls. Her colour palette is usually composed of beige, grey, dark blue, and charcoal.

Laura Ashley became synonymous with small, repetitive overall patterns, the use of natural fabrics and simple styles. Her dresses and blouses were known for their Victorian-like high necks and sleeves and the use of lace and ruffles. Particularly characteristic was her soft, floppy, wool felt hat with a broad and flexible brim. The Laura Ashley natural look proved so popular because it contrasted with the more extravagant styles of French and Italian designers

Bill Blass became synonymous with elegant sportswear, glamorous clothes in luxurious materials that could be worn for work but also in the evening.

Nino Cerruti is known for his classic wool suits.

Giorgio Armani is particularly noted for his clean, tailored lines in menswear. Armani set up an innovative relationship with industry, characterised by the agreement with a financial group, which made possible to produce luxury ready-to-wear in a manufacturing environment under the supervision of the company's designer.

Kansai Yamamoto became the first Japanese designer to show his work on a London catwalk and he has become famed for creating androgynous and futuristic stage costumes for David Bowie. Yamamoto, is also renowned for fusing traditional and modern aesthetics.                                                          

Roy Halston. Halston's designs focused on comfortable clothing (shirtdresses and strapless chiffon gowns) that were flattering to almost any figure and made in cashmere or ultrasuede. Halston's goal was to simplify fashion.

Diane Von Fursternberg is best known for introducing the knitted jersey wrap dress.

Vivienne Westwood mixed X-rated silk screens, vinyl, rubber and the safety pin with iconic English plaid kilts and tight stovepipe trousers.
 3. 
Fashion during the nineteenth century changed influenced mainly by fashion designer Charles Frederick Worth and by the Industrial Revolution. Industrialisation introduced machines to the construction of clothing. Electricity, steam power, sewing machines and new dye formulas between others increased the speed of clothing manufacture. Improvements in transport allowed big distances to be travelled, and goods such as cotton could be traded more efficiently.

Meanwhile, Charles Frederick Worth (1825–1895) opened the first haute couture house. He introduced many modern changes in the fashion industry, for example, he was the first designer to have fashion shows in his maison where he would display his collections on live models. Customers instead of approaching the designer with their ideas they would choose from one of these existing designs that would then be altered. During this period, many fashion houses started to hire artists to sketch their designs, which could be showed to the customers much more cheaply than by producing the actual garment.

Worth also began to sell his designs not only to customers but also to other dressmakers and to the new department stores where people could just go and buy the latest fashion. This is the start of the “ready to wear” clothing. Due to his success, other designers attempted to copy his designs, which led him to be the first fashion designer to create a brand and to label his creations with his name.

Another introduction Worth made was producing parts of a piece of clothing in bulk quantity and then used then on different types of dresses to create different styles.

Activity
The 90s were a long 'transitional' decade between the 80s and 2000s - early 90s looks 80s and late 90s look like 2000s.

Fashion in the early 1990s was loose fitting and colourful, neon bright colours could be the primary colour of a pair of trousers. The jacket remained an important piece of the daytime dress. A trend setter was Chanel, who introduced loose versions of the famous Chanel jacket slit vertically at the hem. Denim jackets were the favourite for younger people. For women who did not require formal dressing T-shirts, leggings, coloured tights, jeans and overalls were common. A popular outfit was to wear a skirt or shorts with black opaque tights. In the early 90s the grunge look appeared characterised by very long sweaters or shirts and ripped and frayed jeans worn with Doc Marten boots.
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Industrial and military styles crept into fashion in the mid-90s, military style jackets were commonly seen. Around 1996, fashion took influence from the disco fashion of the mid–late 1970s. This included yoga trousers, metallic clothing, crop tops, maxi coats and maxi skirts. Baseball caps became very popular in 1997.
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Women's fashion in the late 1990s became more body conscious. Some of the newer trends that emerged included tight shirts, flared trousers, platform shoes and lower-waisted jeans.
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Overall, the 1990s saw a return to the minimalist fashion of the 1950s and 1970s.
Fashion, in the first decades of the 21st century has taken trends from other decades in the 20th century. It could be seen as a bag of 20th century’s styles. ‘80s leggings and skinny jeans in modern colours, ‘70s platforms and flares, ‘60s ankle pants and short skirts and dresses with long knee boots. Tighter fit clothing has become mainstream for many men and women. The early '00s saw a continuation of the minimalist look of the nineties but later on, designers began to adopt a more colourful, feminine look. 

Spring/ Summer 2013
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Summer 2014

[image: image11.jpg]



Last summer 2014, many teenagers worn high waist shorts and short crop tops, inspired in those worn in the 90s.

Summer 2014
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The overall worn during the 90s came back last summer 2014
Fall/winter 2014.
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Last fall/winter 2014 we could see the military style with skirts just above the knees in khaki green.
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In contrast, we also find oversized clothing such as jackets, high waisted trousers, blouses or layers that what they want is to prime the comfort versus femininity.

Prefall 2015
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Flares have also reapeared.

To conclude, we can say that late 90s clothing styles were not too drastically different than they are today and fashion is a cyclical phenomenon always looking for inspiration in past times.
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