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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	1. Give short answers to the following questions:

i. According to Bloom’s research, what is the link between a child’s early language development and her reading comprehension later on in life?

· A child who is able to develop his verbal and language abilities during the first year are brighter than those who develop this ability at a later stage. He is able to express their ideas, thoughts, and emotions and communicate with others. These things will be able to help him to be academically ready and be more successful in school. Also, several studies have shown that strong verbal language skills are the basis for literacy development. 

ii. What does the term ‘lexical development’ mean?

· Lexical development is the process where a child learns words. An infant communicate first through crying and babbling. As they grow older, they build their vocabulary little by little and begin to say his first words.  By the 18 months, infants can normally produce 50 words approximately and starts to combine words.

iii. Explain Morpho - Syntactic Development.

· Morpho-Syntactic development is when a child is able to form correct sentences grammatically. 

· A child is able to demonstrate consistent word order. He also understands and able to use past, present and future tense easily and shows complete understanding and use of floral forms. Complex sentences are formed, understood and used. 

iv. What is lisping?

· Lisping is a speech disorder characterized by the inability to produce the sounds of “S” and “Z”. Lisping has no clear known cause but may be implicated though it may be implicated with the structural irregularities of the teeth or tongue. There are for types of lisps as follows:

· Interdental / Frontal lisp—occurs when the tongue protrudes between the front teeth and the “s” or “z” is pronounced like “th”.
· Dentalized lisp or dentalized production—occurs when the tongue pushes against the front teeth.
· Lateral lisp—sounds wet because the air flows around the tongue, which is in the normal position to produce the l sound.
· Palatal lisp—the middle of the tongue touches the soft palate, or roof of the mouth, when trying to produce the s sound.

v. What is stammering?

· Stammering, also called as stuttering, is a speech disorder characterized by repetition of sounds, syllables, words or whole phrases. A person who stammers speaks with involuntary breaks and pauses or may get stuck without producing any sounds. Stammering has no known cause and has no cure either. However there are available therapies that provide effective solution to be able to control it.

2. Discuss, in detail, the factors that influence language development in children.

· The below are the factors that influence the child’s language development:

· Social Development – A child absorbs what he hear from his primary caregivers or other people, including his parents, siblings or other family members as he develops language skills and increases his vocabulary.

· Perception Development – There are different levels of understanding for babies. The haring perceptual skills of a 6 or 12 month old infant can predict his vocabulary size at 23 months.

· Intelligence and Cognitive process – Language development is completely depending on the child’s ability.

· Conceptual process – this is link with the child’s psychological age.

· Linguistic process – for a 3 year old toddler, words ending in “ing” will refer to it as an activity.

3. Describe language development stages in children.
· Stages of Language development in children as follows:

	Age
	

	0 - 3 months
	· Recognize familiar sounds
· Will respond to comforting tones / voices
· Produce “coos” and “goos” sounds

	4 – 6 months
	· Vocal play or gurgling sounds while playing 
· Responds to his name
· May respond to the word “No”
· Mesmerized by sound producing toys and objects

	7 – 12 months
	· Listens when spoken to
· Use one or two words
· Begins to respond to request and questions
· Smiles back at people
· Babbling back to an adult

	12 – 18 months
	· Able to follow simple instructions
· Vocabulary mostly consist of nouns
· Enjoy games such as peek a boo
· Copy words and gestures an adult make

	18 – 24 months
	· Vocabulary of 150 – 300 words approximately
· Sit and listen to simple stories with pictures.
· Copy sounds a lot
· Understands more simple questions and instructions like where is your nose / eyes, etc
· Can point to objects common to his surroundings

	2 – 3 years
	· Approximate vocabulary is about 900 – 1000 words
· Can use pronouns properly
· Listens and remember simple stories with pictures
· Understand simple 'who', 'what' and 'where' questions
· Able to repeat  repeat rhymes, songs, and stories
· Use action words as well as nouns
· Often have problems saying more difficult sounds like “sh”, “ch”, “th” and “r” but still understandable
· Have words almost for everything

	3 – 4 years
	· Knows animal sounds
· Usually talk without repeating syllables or words
· Ask a lot of questions using what, where and why
· Use longer sentences and link sentences together
· Can repeat four syllable words
· Can name common objects in books
· Understand and often use colors, number and time related words
· Be able to describe events that happened
· Can answer questions about stories

	4 – 5 years
	· Able to build grammatically correct sentences most of the time
· Uses adjectives and adverbs spontaneously
· Take turns in much longer conversation 
· Use descriptive words and compound and complex sentences
· know all the vowels and consonants
· understands more words than be able to use
· tells simple events in sequence
· uses words to express feelings

	5 – 6 years
	· Vocabulary comprehension increases
· Completely logical and socially useful speech
· Follows multi step instructions
· Likes to pretend and act out stories and uses imaginative language while playing

	6 – 7 years
	· Completely logical and socially useful speech
· Able to handle opposite analogies easily
· Able to tell a connected story about a picture.
· Able to do simple reading and writing words
· Have good communication skills
· Can classify objects according to more specific traits

	7 -  8 years
	· Enjoys reading aloud
· Adjust language and vocabulary to fit in in a certain audience or topic
· Expresses opinions
· Use appropriate grammar in speech and written work
· Use longer and more complex sentences
· Understands others points of views and opinions and show that they agree or disagree
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