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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:

1.
(i) What kind of problems does a bride face on her wedding day?

The morning of the wedding can be very stressful for the bride.  The bride feels responsibility for preparing herself and her bridesmaids and making sure everyone gets their hair and makeup done without any problems.  Also, if the bride has any appointments on the morning, either in a salon or the location where she is staying before the wedding, she needs to make sure that she makes them on time and likewise, that the beautician, nail technician, hairdresser or make-up artist arrives on time.

The bride also has to think about any deliveries or collections that need to be made and checking that they run on time and there will be no delays.  This can include delivery or collection of flowers such as the bouquets as they are usually done last minute to ensure the flowers are fresh.  There is also the matter of suppliers delivering on time at the venue which can be a worry as the bride herself may not yet be at the venue to check that everything is delivered and set up as planned.  She must also consider that her transportation to the venue arrives on time so that she is not delayed in getting there.


As with all events, there is an element of risk such as traffic delaying deliveries or suppliers, breakdown of vehicles, sickness, accidents, weather and wardrobe malfunctions.   All of this can be avoided, however, if the bride hires a wedding planner.  The planner takes care of these little things so that the bride can enjoy the day getting ready with her bridesmaids and focus on getting herself ready for the day ahead.  The wedding planner should always have a plan B and plan for any eventuality to keep the bride’s mind at ease.

(ii) As a stylist, what will you recommend a bride to get a comfortable wedding day hair style?  Why?

The stylist should always recommend a few meetings with the bride to get acquainted with one another, discuss options and discuss what the bride needs to do in terms of hair care before the big day.  The stylist should ask the bride to consider at this point whether she would like her hair up or down depending on the length and thickness of her own hair, and also consider the style of dress she is wearing and any hair accessories she plans to wear.  The stylist should recommend two trial runs: one a few months before and the other a few weeks before.  The first trial is the point where the bride can choose which style she prefers and finds most comfortable, and what hair care she needs to do prior to the second trial.  She also has time to change her mind, depending whether she has changed her hair style or changed her style of dress before the next trial.  The second trial should be like the wedding day where everything is finalized and the bride is comfortable with her choice.


(iii)  What is the role of a consultant on the wedding day?

On the wedding day, the consultant is responsible for looking after everything for the couple so that they can enjoy their day without any worry or stress.  All of the planning that the consultant has done now comes into practice but there is always a chance of facing the unexpected.  The consultant must always remain on the ball and think ahead.

Firstly, the consultant should always keep checking the weather forecast and be ready to make precautions if needed.  This can include sourcing umbrellas, heaters or even a gazebo or marquee.  They should also check traffic reports for any potential delays and similarly, check that the wedding party, suppliers and vendors are running on time.

The morning will usually be spent with the bridal party ensuring that they are running on time and have everything they need including outfits and flowers.  The consultant should also check in with the groom and groomsmen to check they have their outfits, flowers, the rings and their speeches.

Once they are certain this is in hand, they can turn their attention to the transport to check it is running on time to collect the wedding party and guests if needed.  The next thing is to check in with the venue or go to the venue if everything with the wedding party is in hand to check it is set up correctly and make sure suppliers and vendors fulfill their contracts and deliver on time for both the ceremony and reception.  They should also check that a plan B is ready just in case.

Once the guests arrive, the consultant should assist the venue in directing them to their seats and ensure the officiant and music is ready.  They must then organize the wedding party to make sure they are in their places for the ceremony.

Once the ceremony is over, the consultant should ensure the photographer is ready for taking the photographs, ensure the drinks reception is running smoothly and oversee the turnaround for the wedding breakfast.  The band or DJ will arrive at this point so they should also oversee their set up and liaise with them and the venue.  Once the guests are seated after the turnaround, they should ensure the speeches run smoothly before food service starts.  After food service, some tables may need to be moved off of the dancefloor so they should oversee this.  

At this point in the evening, most of the work is generally done.  The last task is to ensure the evening reception food is served.

(iv)  What are the advantages and disadvantages of making hair style before doing makeup?

The bride’s hair might need to be washed first before styling so it will take longer as time is needed for it to dry, or it may need to be made damp so this should be done first to avoid ruining the make-up.  Also, heat is more often than not applied which can cause the bride and bridesmaids to sweat which can also ruin the make-up.  Similarly, styling often requires products which, if they get on the skin, can ruin the effect of the make-up so it is preferred that all of this is done first before make-up is applied. All of the above are compelling in the argument that the hair should always be done before the make-up.

2.  Outline the common wedding day risks and their remedies.

Bad weather is probably the most common risk at weddings, particularly if they are outdoor weddings.  The consultant should always have a plan B which should include an indoor alternative, umbrellas, gazebo or marquee, and heaters.  This all, however, depends on the severity of the weather.

The wedding car breaking down is also a common risk, particularly if the couple chooses a vintage car.  In this instance, the contract with the contact hire company should include an alternative such as sending out a replacement as close as possible to the original car or if this is unavailable, provide another mode of transport.  Traffic also can pose a major risk to the wedding day.  Some traffic issues can be worked around such as avoiding peak times or allotting extra time if it is during school holidays.  Most traffic, however, can be unexpected due to accidents or breakdowns.  The consultant should get to know the local area and plan an alternative route.  They should also factor in extra time in the morning preparations incase the transport will take longer.

Illness can also affect the wedding, for example, the officiant.  The consultant should always have a list of suppliers in different areas nearby to call upon if this happens.  Sometimes, however, a member of the wedding party can become ill and may not be able to attend.  It is then at the discretion of the bride and groom to either find a replacement or continue without the person.

Electricity can also wreak havoc, particularly if it is during the preparations in the morning or at venue.  Venues typically have backup generators which will assist with the problem, however, if this isn’t an option, the venue can fill room with candles for a nice effect.  During preparations, if this occurs, the consultant can find another place for the party to get ready, such as a relative’s house, bridesmaid’s house or even enquire at a local salon, community centre or church hall.

Wardrobe malfunctions can pose a risk but can be easily rectified by the consultant keeping sewing kit on hand for quick fix and additional items such as tights and wipes for spillages.



3. As a consultant, what are your recommendations for the bride on the wedding day?

The first piece of advice would be to set out everything she needs the night before.  This may include her outfit and accessories, but she may be staying at the venue or a nearby hotel on the wedding night so she should pack everything she needs in advance.  The consultant should also recommend that she gets a good night’s sleep and set an alarm for getting up and to give her more than enough time to get ready.  Another suggestion could be to perhaps have a caffeinated drink in the morning to keep her energy levels up. 

The consultant should advise the bride to set an alarm for getting up, ensuring that she has plenty of time to get ready.  This can incorporate an additional half an hour to cater for any unexpected delays and if not needed means that the bride has extra time to get ready.

A handy piece of advice would be to also carry a small bag with essentials that the consultant can look after for her.  This can be perfume, small make-up items such as powder, some mints, painkillers, eyelash and nail glue, safety pins, a handheld fan in case it is hot and sanitary items.

The main piece of advice would be to relax and enjoy her day.  The consultant is there to take care of everything, meaning that she can focus on the day itself and making the most of it.  
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