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1.Give short answers for the following questions:

a)How did the First World War influence fashion? Which types of changes were brought about by it?
The First World War had a strong impact on fashion in Europe. Men had to serve at the war front, so women had to replace men at home, in their work places, and in society. Practical reasons were, at least in Europe, responsible for the overtaking of men's fashion into women's. 

The clothes became very simple and hid the female body features completely. In addition, the colours of fashion changed. The experience of the sufferings of war made darker colours popular.


b) Describe the characteristic features of the twentieth century´s fashion. 
One of the characteristics of fashion of the twentieth century is that female fashion came closer to male fashion. In comparison to the 19th century the clothes got very simple, easy to wear and care. The dresses and skirts got much shorter due to the limited supply of fabrics during the two wars and to designer´s ideas like mini skirt. 










          

2. Write brief note on  the works of main fashion designers of 1970s. 

One of the most popular fashion designers of 1970s was Laura Ashley. She was born in Wales... and married the engineer Bernard A. Ashley. She begun with table-napkins and table-clothes which she created in her free-time, 1953 she created head-scarves in a Victorian style. Due to the high sales of head-scarves she was able to open her business and sold various clothes. Her style was country-like, feminine and flowery. Her business run well - in 1975 the turnover of  her business was 5 Billion pound and employed over 1000 workers world wide. 

An other main fashion designer was Sonia Rykiel. She was a French fashion designer (but her parent's came from east Europe). She designed knitted goods and comfortable sweaters, but she also created perfume and cosmetic. The fashion magazine „ELLE“ made her famous and in 1967 she was crowned as a „Queen of Knits“ by the Americans.

Fashion designer Bill Blass was a American fashion designer. For him it was important to fulfil the wishes of his customers. His fashion was favoured by business women.

Nino Cerruti (born in Piedmont, Italy), was an Italian businessman and stylist. His classic fashion style is made of luxurious material. His noble business fashion for men and the dainty fashion for women is characteristic of his style. Giorgio Amani worked as fashion designer for him.    












 

 3. How the 19th century influenced fashion industry. What major changes came about in fashion industry in the early 19th century and why? 
For centuries the tailors went to their customer's homes to make them their clothes. But Charles F. Worth  pictured his clothes and presented just the pictures to his customers. This forced them to come to his fashion outlet in order to buy the chosen clothes. His clothes were also the first one with a label of his brand on every garment. Now he was not a dressmaker any more, he was an „clothes artist“- a fashion designer. He designed dresses for famous personalities like Empress Eugenie the wife of Napoleon III., or Elisabeth of Austria „ Sissi“.
Activity     Report:
Currently, dresses and skirts are often printed with little flowers and similar patterns. The colours do not have to match together and they are also much more colourful compared to the style in the years around 2008-2010. The colours today are also much lighter and livelier than around these years. During these years the colours were dark, often black. The appearance of young ladies were like this: pale, thin, black-dyed hairs, black or dark eye shadows and with the hairs covering half of  the face.Today, young laydies look more like this: long, wavy, auburn or ginger hairs. The hairs do not cover the face but frame it playfully.

Today, mini skirts and mini dresses are common, in the 1990`s skirts and dresses were normally kneelong. In the years 2005-2010, skirts and dresses were usually wider. Nowadays, tight dresses and skirts are seen very often. Tight and clinging trousers, jeggings and leggings are very popular especially among younger persons. Even men wear tight trousers and clinging t-shirts. During the years around 1996-2003 trousers were very loose and low raised, so that it looks as if the trousers were much to big and they would slip down the next seconds. Today, trousers are a little bit higher raised. 

Today, trousers, leggings, sweaters etc. do not have to look new to be bought. To the contrary, washed out and flamed jeans, painted dirt, holes and tears are now fashionable on new clothes. In past years, jeans were also washed out and frayed but holes would be covered with patches. 

Between 1995-2000, exposing the belly became popular. Even long blouses were bound together to expose the belly.  Around 2004 it changed: Dresses, longer sweater or long blouses were worn over trousers. In 2006-2008 the sleeves were oversized long, today, they are not so long anymore, it is in the middle: not so short and not so long. 

In the last years, fashion tends to be very individual. You can dress like you want to, fashion is mainly determined by the society you choose, by the music you like, by the kind of shops you go shopping or by the advertisements you watch and listen to. You can choose whether clothes make something out of you or whether you make something out of you with your clothes. 
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