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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	
ANSWERS
1.
I. WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MANAGEMENT

Environmental Risk can be defined as the “actual or potential threat of adverse effects on living organisms and the environment by effluents, emissions, wastes, resource depletion, etc., arising out of an organization’s activities.” Environmental exposures, whether physical, chemical, or biological, can induce a harmful response and may affect soil, water, air, natural resources or entire ecosystems, as well as the plants and animals - including humans - and the surroundings where they live. Environmental risk management seeks to determine what environmental risks exist and then determine how to manage those risk in a way best suited to protect human health and the environment.
II. THE BENEFITS OF ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MANAGEMENT
· a reduction in environmental incidents and improved reputation;
· an improvement in regulatory performance and therefore lower risk of fines for non compliance with environmental legislation;
· a focused, knowledgeable and motivated workforce;
· a reduction in waste, including raw materials, utility waste and waste disposal costs;
· the opportunity of attracting more customers, investors and shareholders;
· Increased profits from lower costs.
· Minimize unnecessary prosecutions
II. DESCRIBING THE TERM SUSTAINABILITY
Sustainability can be described as follows:
· The ability to be sustained, supported, upheld, or confirmed.  
· Environmental Science. the quality of not being harmful to the environment or depleting natural resources, and thereby supporting long-term ecological balance.

III.OUTLINING THE INDIRECT ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS THAT CAN AFFECT A BUSINESS

The following are the indirect environmental risks that can affect a business in many ways:
· Chaotic environmental and climatic changes
· Reduction of numbers or extinction of species
· The unequal distribution of the remaining resources like water
· Greater use of resources through consumption per person and population growth
· Land use degradation from deforestation and desertification
· Organizations’ direct and indirect impact like:
· Air, leading climate change and damage to the ozone layer
· Land habitat loss, waste disposal and pollution affecting all species
· Water marine life mutations have increased breeding cycles have been affected and there are high levels of metal poisoning of fish being recorded.
V. WHAT CARBON TRUST IS AND ITS MAIN OBJECTIVES
The Carbon Trust is an independent, expert partner of leading organizations around the world, helping them contribute to and benefit from a more sustainable future through carbon reduction, resource efficiency strategies and commercializing low carbon technologies. Their mission is to accelerate the move to a sustainable, low carbon economy. To have real impact they act as a catalyst, making the case for change to businesses, governments and civil society worldwide. By stimulating resource efficient and low carbon action, they contribute to green goals, including the lowering of carbon emissions, the development of low carbon businesses, increased energy security and job creation.  
The following however, are the objectives of carbon trust:
· Help develop U.K industry sector that takes advantage of innovative and commercial low carbon technologies. The trust declares on its website (www.thecarbontrust.co.uk) that it is developing and implementing programmes that will accelerate the transition to a low carbon economy.
· Delivering independent information and impartial advise on energy saving and carbon management to the business and public sector. direct help for pre-commercial and commercial organizations with low carbon technologies through the Carbon Trust’s Incubator programme and Venture Capital.
· Promoting the government’s energy efficiency Enhanced Capital allowances scheme to encourage investment by businesses in qualifying energy saving technologies and products and managing the energy technology list of qualifying energy saving equipment
· Improving UK business competitiveness by means of resource efficiency
· Make sure that UK business and the public sector meet the targets set for CO2 emissions.
· Investing in the development of low carbon technologies in the UK
· Research and development funding to encourage innovation in the low carbon sector.
· Technology Acceleration projects for specific technologies and markets with significant carbon reduction potential and where the carbon trust can be material.
2. THE ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES
The following are the environmental risk management techniques:
· Air emissions
· Holistic management of water resources, use and waste emissions
· Efficient methods of changing energy sources
· The management of dangerous pollutants
· Managing the reduction and safe disposal of water, especially hazardous waste
· Activate an environmental policy and plan, identifying which employees are responsible for various activities
· Combating climate change through energy efficient practices
· Creating policies for raw material purchasing
· Ensuring that products and waste can be recycled when possible
· Product design and production efficiency
· Reduction of noise, light, odour and other peripheral pollution levels
· Promoting reduction of waste amid business processes and suppliers
· Protection of land resources and wildlife habitats and
· Encouraging sustainable use of land resources and wildlife diversity.
3. DEFINING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINBILITY AND HOW IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE BUSINESSES
Environmental sustainability is defined as responsible interaction with the environment to avoid depletion or degradation of natural resources and allow for long-term environmental quality. The practice of environmental sustainability helps to ensure that the needs of today's population are met without jeopardizing the ability of future generations to meet their needs. It is also defined as a state in which the demands placed on the environment can be met without reducing its capacity to allow all people to live well, now and in the future.
However, ensuring that the business complies with environmental and sustainable best practice can be important for businesses as follows:
· Reducing your energy use can save you money. 
· Reducing your use of raw materials can cut your costs, minimize your waste and lower your waste disposal bills.
· Reducing your water use can cut your water bills and also lower your waste water disposal costs. 
· Recycling equipment and materials could make you money and save on disposal costs - you may be able to sell old equipment or parts to subsidize the cost of buying new ones. 
· Taking steps to prevent environmental damage will reduce your risk of incurring costs and of having to carry out potentially expensive remedial work in the event of an environmental incident.
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