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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 









	1.Give brief answers for the followings: (18)
[bookmark: _GoBack]i. What does the term ‘best evidence’ mean?

Best evidence is a term applicable to documentary evidence, the best proof of the content of the document is the document itself. All cases require that evidence submitted must original.
 
ii. Why it is important to keep the collected evidence in a well-organised manner?

It is very important to keep collected evidence in a well-organised manner as the evidence may be rendered inadmissible if it cannot be shown to be in the same state as it was when the evidence was collected or seized by an investigator especially if the evidence has been handled by different people. A clear chain custody of evidence can only be shown if evidence is well organised.

iii. List the devices which could help when collecting evidence.

The following Devices can be of help in collecting evidence:
· Personal computers and laptops
· Network servers
· Closed Circuit Televisions systems
· PDAs and BlackBerry devices
· Answering machines
· Paging devices
· Caller ID devices
· Digital cameras
· Facsimile machines
· Printers
· Scanners
· ID card printers
· Copiers
· Compact disc duplicators
· Smart cards/magnetic stripe cards
· Security systems
· Global positioning systems
· Electronic gaming devices
· Vehicle computer devices
· Storage media

iv. Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process?

When planning the evidence gathering process the investigator should consider to gain an understanding of the documents and systems that are relevant to the case under investigation or review. Different organisations will have different operational systems and guidelines. The Investigator should consider to;
· Review policies of the clients record retention systems
· visiting storage facilities of paper records on and off site 
· Check whether there are any files that are kept or stores and the employee’s home or personal computers
· Analyse the organisation size, hierarchy and reporting structure


v. What are the ‘working papers’? Which type of information do they contain?

Working papers are summaries and analysis of factual material that a forensic accountant produces, which are the basis of testimony in litigation cases. Depending on the nature of investigation the information contained in the working paper will vary however it will typically contain:
Accounting records and other documents
Public searches
Photographs and digital evidence
Documentation describing the chain of custody
Interviews and note from recording

vi. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process.

The Main steps involved in the evidence gathering process are:
· Document gathering and retention is important as forensic accountant place much heavy reliance on documentary proof, retention and preservation of the evidence gathered. As huge volumes of documents a likely to be reviewed during financial crimes investigation the Forensic accountant must decide which documents to retain.
· Planning: A plan will indicate the scope of investigation and is a very important tool to prove that the sought documents are relevant. Planning will enable the forensic accountant gain knowledge of the systems and type of documents that are required for the specific case. Different organisations have different systems prior planning will enable the forensic accountant to gain an understanding of which documents and or information the client or organisation retains for what period the location of that information or document how it is stored or maintained, the flow of information and reporting structures.
· Chain of custody serves as proof that the evidence collected has been properly preserved from alterations and damage from the time that it was initially collected. If the chain of custody cannot be clearly shown the court may deem the evidence in admissible therefore the forensic accountant needs to clearly establish a documented chain of custody of evidence gathered.

vii. Which types of documents are collected in the evidence gathering process and what could be the possible sources for these?

There are several types of documents that can be collected in the process of gathering evidence, depending on the case being investigated. This will include but not limited to;
· Emails from the victim or perpetrator
· Signed statements from a witness, victim or perpetrator
· Transaction documents; bank statements, invoices, payment vouchers which will indicate the flow of funds of the victim or perpetrator.

2. Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of evidence used in financial crime investigations (6)

Evidence is all means by which an alleged matter of fact is established proven or disproved. It is therefore cardinal in any financial crime investigation. There are various types of evidence that are used in financial crimes. The will include
· Direct evidence is that which proves the existence of the principal or ultimate fact without the use of presumption or inference. It refers to those that have direct knowledge of the facts and swear of its existence.
· Circumstantial or inferred evidence is that which proves the existence of principal fact using inference, it tends to use several material facts which when considered in collaboration will establish the existence of an ultimate or principal fact
· Oral or witness evidence is evidence that is submitted orally by a witness or a signed statement of a witness under oath.
· Documentary evidence consists of official writings such as judicial records, contracts, deeds accounting documents and records and less formal writings such as letters, memoranda and books of private persons and organisations. It also includes Maps, photographs and diagrams.
· Physical evidence relates to tangible objects such as property that can be admissible as evidence in court.


3. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non-financial crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of these two types of evidence? (6)

The basic difference that differentiates the evidence gathered in financial crime cases from the one gathered in non-financial crime cases are that financial crime cases are proven through documentary evidence. While non-financial crime investigations will have documentary the main focus is on the existence of tangible evidence such as fingerprints, weapons, DNA samples and other physical objects.
Financial crimes will also have very high volumes of Information or data that will have to be reviewed in relation to non-financial crimes. What is considered as non-relevant documents in non-financial crimes maybe of material in a financial crime.
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