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1. Give short answers for the following questions: (8)
I. How did the First World War influence fashion? Which types of changes were brought about
by it?

The First World War influenced fashion because it brought about the necessity for comfort in clothing as women took to the workforce.  Corsets were no longer worn and for the first time skirts had risen to below the knee to enable women to move around more freely.  The colours and mood of fashion was also affected, the colours were more sombre and dark due to the many funerals attended.  Less jewellery was also worn compared to Edwardian times.  Men’s jackets became looser fitting evolving into the trench coat still worn today.

II. Describe the characteristic features of the twentieth century’s fashion.

Twentieth century fashions began with the Art Deco movement in the 1920’s with its range of ornaments & motifs.  The main style was fringed ‘Charleston’ dresses, miniskirts and cloche hats.  The designs were angular and geometric.  1930’s fashion was dominated by the movie star look, the style was very glamorous & extravagant with fur trims & wraps.   The 1940’s & 1950’s brought about the ‘New Look’ when Dior’s first fashion collection was launched.  The overall look was swishy, wide full skirts with tapered waists and bust enhancing body-cases.  Mini’s and mods was the look for the 1960’s.  The mod look was neat with an Italian style, the dresses were mini tunics and skirts were the shortest they had ever been.  There was also a space age look to it.  The 1970’s was the age of the hippie.  Polo necks and smocks with the first designer jeans was also the trend.  The style was very flamboyant and psychedelic with very large collars and bell bottomed trousers.  The maxi dress was also very popular.  The 1980’s was all about power dressing, spending money on designer labels and the style was very over the top with huge shoulder pads and lots of jewellery and make up.  The most notable thing about fashion of the 1990’s is the explosion of colour and the relaxed and casual style with t-shirts being worn more than ever.  Designer labels made way for a more practical taste.



2. Write brief note on the works of main fashion designers of 1970s. (7)

Vivienne Westwood brought about punk fashion in the 1970’s when she first made clothes for Malcolm McClaren’s boutique, eventually going on to world recognition.
Laura Ashley’s brand’s in the 1970’s were very popular with designs based on the Victorian era – high necked floaty long dresses.
Sonia Rykiel was the ‘Queen of Knits’ and was the first designer to put seams on the outside of clothing as well as printing words on her sweaters.  Her trends included boas and crocheted hats.
Roy Halston rose to international fame with his popular fashions at discotheques.  His two most memorable styles was the halter neck and one shoulder dress.
Bill Gibb’s produced very varied fashions but his main designs were considered hippie.  He started out with a shop in Bond Street, London and later sold his product at Harrod’s & Harvey Nichols.
Giorgio Armani reinvented leather into every day fabric during the 1970’s.  He also revolutionised the traditional men’s suit- which he made looser and from softer fabric.
Roberto Cavalli first experimented with printing on leather and went on to make leather outfits.  He opened his first boutique in Saint-Tropez with his bright coloured designs.

3. How the 19th century influenced fashion industry. What major changes came about in fashion
industry in the early 19th century and why? (7)

During the early 19th century couturiers travelled to client’s homes to make custom garments but Charles Worth was the first dressmaker to display his collection in his own home in 1857.  He was the first to sew his own label on his designs and realise the importance of the social element of fashion.  He was in effect the first fashion designer and the first fashion house was established which later led to the fashion shows of today.  Paul Poiret influenced fashion permanently in the early 19th century with his loose-fitting designs specifically for the un-corseted slim figure.  Up until 1906 women had to endure the curvaceous S-Bend fashion which was impractical and difficult to wear as they were treated merely as objects when it came creating fashion.


Activity
Look through some old magazines cut out pictures showing fashion in the last two decades. Also find
some photos from the latest fashion shoots and compare them. How does the modern fashion dresses differ from those of the past? Discuss in a report. (8)

The most noticeable trait of fashion today compared to the last two decades is that you really can wear anything you like and it would still be fashionable.  Individuality is fashionable; you can go a great deal further back than the last two decades and take on the fashions from that era today.  Basically as long as you look and feel good it’s fashionable!
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