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1. Kindly find my answers below;
i.    The Primary role of an internal Auditor is to provide independent assurance that the company’s risk management, governance and internal control processes are operating effectively. His role is multidimensional in nature; it includes evaluating internal controls and make sure that the controls are complying with its established policies, rules and regulations, The role also includes evaluating risks faced by the organization, analyzing the operations, evaluating the codes of practice and standards etc. In short an internal auditor’s role comprises of collecting documents, analyzing these documents for its authenticity, corroborating evidences, Analyzing collected data, sampling and interviewing. All the recommendations and findings of the internal Auditor has to be submitted before the Audit committee for their perusal.
a. External Auditors provide accurate information like Audited Financial Statements, comments on internal control system etc. which will be used by the forensic accountant as a trustworthy source of evidence in the investigation process. Forensic Accountant gets more accurate information from the external Auditors regarding the client’s financial status, assessment of their system of internal control, financial credibility etc. Also contacts with external auditors’ will help the forensic accountant to get the details about the company’s business process, different system prevailing in the company, methods of risk handling used by the company etc.
ii. Internal Auditors play key role in the Forensic investigation process. The objectives of  internal auditors in forensic investigations includes the following;

a. Completing the annual audit plan within the scheduled time and schedule;

b. Working in cooperation and understanding with the management;

c. Protect the company’s audit team from criticism and possible blame for internal lapses

iii. A forensic accounting investigator has to perform the following below mentioned roles while he works in the forensic accounting team: 

a. The Forensic Accountant can use his software skills to help the team to plan and  execute the financial crime investigation;
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b. Forensic Accountant can assist in data mining and data analysis of the firm’s books of accounts, and other financial and operations data in order to investigate further in to the crime;
c.  A Forensic Accountant should help the team to interview the potential witnesses and suspects who are the key players in the investigating crime, and try to derive the confession from the suspect;
d.  A forensic Accountant should check whether the customers and vendors are original and also the validity of transactions with them;    

e.  A forensic Accountant can help the team in data authentication, forensic imaging, IT and e-mails search tools; 
f. By reviewing and analyzing the financial statements and MIS reports the forensic accountant can help the forensic to investigate the suspected crime.
g. As a part of the Investigation, the Forensic Accountant can coordinate with company’s audit committee, internal auditors and external auditors;

h. A forensic accountant can help the team by performing the background checks of the crime accused;

i.  A forensic accountant can help the Legal Counsel for developing investigative techniques and procedures  with regards to ongoing investigation;
j. A Forensic Accountant can assist the team by gathering financial and non-financial information relevant to the investigation from external sources.

k. By reviewing and analyzing the Transactions he can assist the team for analyzing the information which will help in drawing conclusion of the Investigation.  
2. In order to assist the Lawyers while dealing with the cases, a forensic accountant can review and analyze the financial information and accounting transactions. The various in depth knowledge and analytical skills of the forensic accountants will be usually a great sort of help to the lawyers to understand the reality of the case.
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3. Privacy is one of the main concerns in forensic investigations, as any leaking of information regarding the matter of privacy to media or wrong people are disastrous. So the forensic accountant should be very cautious throughout the investigation process to avoid any chance of affecting the privacy of individuals dealing with the case. It is important that the number of person who knows about the progress of the case has to be limited. However regulators might be inquired throughout the course of the investigation to disclose relevant information. But still the confidentiality must be maintained throughout all the stages of the investigation.  
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