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 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
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Preliminary Investigations, Location and Site

1.1 An Environmental impact study is a preliminary investigation to identify any environmental consequences of a proposed undertaking. It should include but not be limited to consequences of air quality, water supply and quality, noise, radiation, protection of environmentally sensitive areas and so on. A comprehesive study is essential to comply with ever changing legislation, restrictions as well as with town planning dynamics such as population and services. 
1.2 The basic criteria for judging the suitability of a construction site are the availability of physical resources such as power, water and materials. Physical factors such as gradients, soil type, natural drainage and flooding. Also to be considered are climatic phenomena such as temperature, humidity, rainfall. 
1.3 Topography id the arrangement of natural and artificial physical features of an area. The data that we are interested in for construction includes natural drainage, slope and accessibility, is the area prone to natural incidents such as land slide or earth quake? Findings from this data may rule a site unsuitable of have costing implications if for example a large amount of levelling need be undertaken. 
1.4 Construction at rocky sites should be non pervious to water, due to the natural properties of rocks a rise in the water table or heavy spell of rain could cause significant water to be present at the base and foundation of a construction. This could compromise the integrity of the structure so all necessary precaution should be taken in case of such an instance. 

2  The following building fall into the respective classifications:

Museum – D1
Hospital – C2
Hostel – C1
Library – D1
Department store – A1
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