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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	 
Preliminary Investigations, Location and Site Selection

1. Give short answer the following questions: (20)

i. What is environmental impact study or EIS?

Environmental Impact Studies are carried out prior to construction for the following reasons they are accompanied by some positive points as well as some negative potential effects on the surrounding ecosystem. These are normally raised in the case of the farcing in a public consultation so that locals can raise their fears and raise questions that can be answered by contractors before work commences. 
Issues raised may be the impact on road traffic accessing and egression of site with deliveries of material does it impact the school run do deliveries need to be controlled at set times to compensate this. 
Is there a potential for contamination of the water course if spillages of chemicals ie diesel. What actions are we going to do to clean it if it does happen? 
Noise pollution is another factor on the local community what hours will the Construction site be working. 
Air pollution through dust as we all know what a dusty place a construction site can be in the summer months and then again muck being dragged on to the roads by delivery vehicles in the winter what combative measures we have in place to prevent this. It is therefore imperative for developers to consider all these factors which affect the environment during the early phase of planning. Site developers must take note of the these factors as the last thing any construction site needs is unhappy Neighbourhood and local residents.


ii. What is the basic criterion for judging the suitability of the site for construction?

It is important to select the very best area of land that is accessible with good transportation links it has to have the physical factors in the soil to accommodate and support the structure that is being proposed to be built. We work on a basic requirement for doing this and building a structure at a location that has easy access and egress to the site, being able to connect to local utilities such as water electricity and gas, the weather has also to be taken into account as building phases have to be planed into work around these factors also. Normally this kind of site has been predetermined and all issues have been taken into careful account by the design teams these tends to have a common effect on the overall cost of the build.
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iii. What is topographic data about?

Topographical Data is used for a variety of reasons it is a Visual inspection to study the basic land form of the site. To look at factors which could cause problems with construction phases it takes into account Soil quality is it rocky, or a swamp taking on board water patterns is there a chance of flooding what rivers or water courses are around, It looks at the density of the surrounds is it wooded do we need to clear the area first. 
Also incorporated is the report are gradient information of hills and valleys. Sometimes there is the need to also prepare detailed maps showing proposals for the construction site and were the site would fit in to that this can also aid in the delivery of material to the site ie if building in a isolated area. 

iv. Which type of buildings should be constructed on rocky sites?

The type of buildings that should be constructed on rocky soil are factory based building that require strong foundations to stand on they may require strong floor space also to produce their products on also. These building would still require sample holes to be dug or drilled to determine the subsoil make up to ensure the correct foundations are strong and stable enough to support the structures proposed.


2. Give the classification under which the following buildings fall: (10)

a) Museum

A museum would be classed a Class D (D1) – Non Residential Institution this class covers many ‘public’ services 

b) Hospital

A Hospital would come under Class C2 which covers such types of premises; providing they are residential this also covers residential nursing homes



c) Hotels

Hotels come under Class C1 this class also covers, boarding houses, and guest houses. To meet these criteria for this classification the premises are deemed ‘regular hotels’ which are open to the general public, rather than those for guests or residents with special needs as classed above.


d) Library (public)

Libraries would come under Class D Non  residential premises section D1 which takes into account and covers many local amenity services (which do not fall under Class A) this class also covers your schools, churches and the likes 

e) Departmental stores
For departmental stores it would be Class A1 shops and retail outlets, the members of the public/ customers, in every case, should be “visiting members”. This class could also cover post office, hairdressers, convenience store etc
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