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Question   1 

(i)What is meant by the term ‘best evidence’? 

The best evidence is that kind of information in an investigative process that meets the rules of evidence. It is evidence submitted to prove a claim and should be drawn from original documents

The rules of evidence entail

· Relevance-the evidence must be relevant and logically connected to the case

· Personal knowledge-the evidence given in a case should be from a testimony in which things personally known to the witness through one or more of their own senses

· Rumors –second hand information are statements made by word of mouth outside court by the suspects in a case. They may not be admissible in court

i.  Why it is important to keep the collected evidence in well organized manner? 

The evidence collected in an investigation should be preserved to retain its credibility and relevance. In keeping the evidence, a chain of custody should be established to know where the evidence is kept and also to show whose hands the evidence passed 

 A chain of custody governs how the evidence is collected, recorded and preserved and subsequent disposition.
Question 1(III). List the devices which could help when collecting evidence

The devises that frequently contain significant data:

• Personal computers

• Wireless and cordless telephones

• Network servers

• PDAs and BlackBerry devices

• Paging (calling) devices

• Answering machines

• Caller ID devices

• Facsimile (duplicate) machines

• Digital cameras

• Printers

• Scanners

• ID card printers

• Compact disc duplicators

• Copiers

• Smart cards/magnetic stripe cards

• Global positioning systems

• Security systems

• Electronic game devices

• Storage media

• Vehicle computer device

Question1  ( IV). Which points should be considered when planning for the evidence gathering process?

· The points that should be considered when planning gathering evidence should have ultimate aim of getting the best evidence needed from the investigation.

· Business structure should be considered 

· Room for storage of working papers

· Presence of subcontractor and corporation 

· Internal audit and the creation of written plan

· Presence of image equipment

· Storage location

Question 1 ( V). what are the ‘working papers’? Which type of information do they contain? 

Working papers are the documents containing findings by the investigator.

The type of information contained in the working papers

The information on the working papers may be unique depending on the type of the case.

· The work papers contain finding from an investigation and may include 

· Public searches, 

· Accounting records, 

· Computer files, 

· Chain of custody records showing the way evidence is preserved, 

· Photos and interview records, 

· Court testimonies and third parties evidence that are preserved in the working papers,

· Audit reports, management letters, 

· Records of non audit services vide some evidence that are preserved in the working papers. And bank statements

VI. Outline the main steps involved in the evidence gathering process. 

The main steps involved in evidence gathering are as listed below

· Document Retention Considerations

· Planning Considerations

· Creating a Chain of Custody
QUESTION 1 (VII).
Which types of documents are collected in evidence gathering process and what could be the possible sources for these? 

The documents used in evidence collection could be categorized into three as follows

· First is the document from the victim

· Second is the records from third parties

· And the records from the suspects 

The possible sources of the evidence

· Suspects contacts 

· Financial sector contacts

· Industry contacts

· Personal contacts

· Professional communities 

Question 2

Evidence is required to support any investigation of financial crime. Discuss various types of Evidence used in financial crime investigations.

Evidence refers to any information gathered by an investigator to support or refute a case in courts. Best evidence can be of significant assistance for success in litigations. If done improperly, it can lead to a dismissal of an otherwise solid case.

In a financial crime investigation, inquiries may require access to every item of a company’s business records, financial accounting records, files of many employees and the e-mail files of all involved in the relevant transactions. Interviews and the collection of transactions evidence from third parties such as banks, customers and even previous staff may be applied in the investigative process.

In major investigations, it may be advisable to copy the general record system and e-mail

servers to another data centre location, so that when the investigation team is ready to

review the material, the material is appropriately preserved
Types of evidence include 
Demonstrative 
Demonstrative evidence describes or documents a condition or occurrence. 

For instance photographs and videos evidence of events and conditions, maps and diagrams and other visual aids. An original document is always preferred to a copy in evidence gathering. This is known as “best evidence”. If photocopies of records are collected in lieu of the actual documents, have the business sign a receipt of copies provided. Sample analytical reports 

Testimonial 
Testimonial evidence is a statement made by a witness to support the facts. Investigator’s observations may constitute testimonial evidence. 

Physical 

Physical evidence is tangible and could be availed and touched, felt and seen or even smell. Examples may include containers, products and cars, bank statements. There should be evidence to ascribe to violations of law and for each offence explain how it occurred  

3. Evidence gathered in financial crime cases is different from the one gathered in non financial 

Crime cases. What is the basic difference in the composition of the two types of evidences? (6)

The difference between the two cases of financial and non financial lies on the composition of the evidence. To prove crimes such as murder and burglary, prosecutors often use physical and demonstrative evidence and techniques such as dactylography to read fingerprints and match the results with known specimen. Sometimes, documented evidence like pawn (any object left as security for money lent) receipts and photographs emerge key aspects in investigations but generally, they are non-documentary cases. 

Conversely, financial crimes require more evidence which may be documentary in nature. Investigators handle huge volumes of evidence because of this difference. In the typical murder investigation, more than several pieces of more evidence may be required take on full case   
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