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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format) 


 i. What is moral reasoning?

Moral reasoning can be defined as being the process in which individuals try to determine the difference between what is right and what is wrong using logic. (Wikipedia)

 ii. Give a brief Description of cognitive development theory.

The cognitive development theory is based on the development of human intelligence. The theory was proposed by Piaget and he suggests that children change in answer to moral problems depending on what section of moral development they are in. 
He studied it in 2 different ways. In one he offered moral issues and studied the answers and he also viewed how children used rules in the games they played.

 iii. Name the stages of moral reasoning

the adapted stages of moral reasoning based on Kohlberg  stages and William Damon and Robert Selman are
Stage 0 Egocentric reasoning
Stage 1 Unquestioned Obedience
Stage 2 what’s in it for me fairness
Stage 3 interpersonal conformity
Stage 4 responsibility to the system
Stage 5 principled consciences.

 iv. What is social learning theory of child development?

The social learning theory states that children first study how to behave morally through a model such as a teacher or older sibling. It states that learning is a cognitive process that takes place in a social context.
 And can occur purely through observation.
Social learning experts think that by rewarding children’s good behavior and punishing unacceptable behavior helps the moral development.

 v. What are the three sections of mind according to Freud?

Freud developed a topographical model of the mind. He used an iceberg to describe 3 levels.
Later he progressed this idea to a more structural model called the Psyche, comprising the entities id, ego and superego.
These have most commonly been conceptualized as three essential pats of personality.

ID operates at an unconscious level according to the pleasure principle. It comprises of 2 biological instincts called Eros which helps the individual to survive such as respiration, eating and Thanatos which is viewed as the death instinct and can be expressed as aggression and violence.

The ego develops from the ID and its goals are to satisfy the demands of the id in a safe and socially acceptable way. This operates in both the conscious and unconscious mind.
The superego develops during early childhood and is responsible for ensuring moral standards are followed. It motivates us to behave in a socially responsible and acceptable manner.

.
 2. Discuss Kohlberg’s method of research. What is Pre conventional, Conventional and Post-Conventional Morality according to Kohlberg? (9)

Kohlberg worked on moral development and designed a theory. He was a very clever man who became interested in Piagets but questioned his theory of moral judgment as it only had 2 stages and went to the age of 11/12. Kohlberg understood that intellectual growing doesn’t stand still and consistently develops into adulthood so wanted to see if moral development continued.
Motivated by Piagets theory he gradually expanded on them and developed his own. He suggested that we have 3 levels of moral thinking and within each level 2 related stages.
Kohlberg conducted a longitudinal study over a period of 12 years. He gave people a series of hypothetical and philosophical morals dilemmas in the form of short stories and questioned them about how they would react in the situations. He used different samples of people including 72 boys from both middle and lower class families, younger children, juveniles and males and females from different cities and other countries. Examples of the moral dilemmas included ‘is it better to save the life of one important person or a lot of unimportant people’
The results showed that participants progressed through the stages as they got older. Stages were passed through stage by stage and in the fixed order and participants never went back to a previous stage. Middle class children were found to be more advanced in moral judgment.

The first of the 3 levels is pre conventional which is made up of 1 punishment and obedience orientation and 2 instrumental relativist orientations. These 2 are based on avoidance of punishment and what is rewarding to them.
Through this level a Childs sense of morality is externally controlled. Children accept and believe the rules of authority figures and have not yet adopted society’s conventions regarding what is right and wrong.

The 2nd level is Conventional and is made up of 3) good interpersonal relationships wanting approval of others and 4) maintaining the social order which is following rules.
During this stage a Childs morality is tied to personal and social relationships. They continue to accept the rules of authority figures v but this is now due to their belief that this is necessary to ensure positive relationships.

Level 3 post conventional is the final level and cover 5 social contract and individual rights  and 6 universal principles  which is agreed by society and the individuals own principles.
Throughout this level a person’s sense of morality is defined in terms of more abstract principles and values. People now believe that some rules are unjust and should be changed.

 3. Describe the stages of moral reasoning with examples.

The stages of moral reasoning start in the preschool years and grow into adulthood.
Level 1 
Shaped by the standards of adults and the consequences of following or breaking their rules. They would say things like ‘it is against the law’ or it is bad to swear’ and not consider any further. They will say in terms of punishment. The children do not talk as members of society and it is right to do what a grown says.
An example of this might be if a child hits another child they don’t understand that they have hurt them but would know it is wrong by the consequence and an adult telling them is it wrong. They believe if a person is punished they must have done wrong.
They do start to realize that there is not just one right view and different individuals have different viewpoints.

Level 2 here is where we start to internalize but not question and reasoning is based on the norms of the group to which the person belongs. 
This is usually starting teenage years. They now start to think that people should meet the responsibilities of the family. Actions are described in terms of the belief that would be the way that everyone would act and engagement is more with society as a whole. The main focus is on following laws, respecting people with status. An example is that The child will behave so as to be seen as being good by others. 

Level 3 judgments are based on self chosen principles and moral reasoning is based on individual rights and justice. Here they want to keep society running smoothly but also feel that it sometimes gets things wrong. Questions start to arise and they will now take into account the rights and morals that a community should consider. There is an understanding that different social groups within a community have different morals. Values and opportunities may take priority over some rules. Any disputes should be worked out through democratic ways. Although individuals realize that rules exist for the good of the greatest numbers there are times they will work against particular individuals. Issues are not always clear cut. An example here is that a person will go against the rest of society and have to pay the consequences of disapproval and imprisonment to defend their own principles.
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