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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
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Assessment 8 
1i. According to Bloom’s research, what is the link between a child’s early language development and their reading comprehension later on in life?
	Bloom (1993) carried out research on the development of language in twelve children. His findings found significant differences in the age at which the children started to use their first words. Bloom (1993) believed that the children who achieved language success in their first year of life they later indicated that they were smart in school awareness, academic growth and mental growth. He suggested a child who has extraordinary oral skills including spoken vocab and discussion skills are more intelligent and sharp in sight and sound approach. There is a huge difference between children who have early vocabulary development with those who develop these skills in the later stages. 

1ii. What does the term ‘lexical development’ mean? 
		According to Brooks and Kempe (2018) Lexical development is the study of changes that occur in vocabulary knowledge over childhood. It concerns children's first steps in building a vocabulary, how children of different ages assign meanings to words, and how these meanings change in response to various experiences. 
	It is a fact that vocabulary size increases with the increasing age of a child. Children understand their first words at the age of five months. They make their own words between ten and fifteen months. They then possess vocabularies of fifty words at the age of eighteen months old. When they are in the twenty to twenty one month bracket they possess vocabularies of up to 100 words. After twenty-one months, the lexicon grows quickly making it impossible to calculate the exact number of words. The number of words in the vocabulary of a typical six year old is estimated to be approximately fourteen thousand words. 
1iii. Explain Morpho-Syntactic development. 
	When children are of a young age they begin to form short sentences by putting different words together. As soon as the child gains a strong control in making grammatically correct sentences, morpho-syntactic development is said to have taken place.
At this stage children begin to use complex sentences. Children now typically begin to use more difficult sentence structures. This process is not complete until the age of four so it is clear that understanding comes before manufacturing. The most noticeable and important success of early childhood is the learning language- the language of talk. Children are provided with the language tools that help them in the socialization process. Understanding the world of language and using words as resources open new possibilities for public learning and sharing experiences, emotions and needs. 
1iv. What is lisping? 
	Language development is a basic necessity of childhood. Failure in it results in the inability to communicate, making learning difficult. Major concerns for parents are lisping. 
According to Healthofchildren.com (2018) a lisp is a functional speech disorder that involves the inability to correctly pronounce one or more sibilant consonant sounds, usually s or z .
Lisping is a speech disorder characterized by the inability to correctly pronounce the sounds of s or z , known as the sibilant consonants. Usually th sounds are substituted for the sibilants. Many children lisp at certain stages of speech development, especially when they lose their front primary teeth. Lisping is, therefore, sometimes called a developmental phonetic disorder. Frontal or interdental lisp is produced when the tongue protrudes through the front teeth when teeth are missing and is the most familiar type of lisp. Sibilant production may be interfered with in a number of other ways as well. These are all classified as lisping and include excessive pressure by the tongue against the teeth, the tongue held too far back along the midline of the palate, and a "substitute hiss" produced in the throat or larynx.
Healthcareforchildren (2018) explain there  are four main types of lisps. The first is an Interdental lisp. This occurs when the tongue protrudes between the front teeth and the s or z is pronounced like th. The next is a Dentalized lisp or dentalized production. This type of lisp occurs when the tongue pushes against the front teeth. Another type of lisp is the Lateral lisp. This lisp sounds wet because the air flows around the tongue, which is in the normal position to produce the L sound. The final type of lisp is the Palatal lisp. This is where the middle of the tongue touches the soft palate, or roof of the mouth, when trying to produce the s sound.

1v. What is stammering? 
	Stammering.Org (2018) explain stammering or sometimes stuttering is typically recognised by a tense struggle to get words out. This makes it different from the normal non-fluency we all experience which includes hesitations and repetitions. It is most common among children who are aged two to six years old. Commonly it involves repeating or prolonging sounds or words, or getting stuck without any sound (silent blocking). Sometimes people put in extra sounds or words. Often people lose eye contact. The avoidance of words and avoidance of speaking in some or many situations is an important aspect of stammering. Stammering varies tremendously from person to person and is highly variable for the person who stammers who may be fluent one minute and struggling to speak the next. 
	Parents who have a child or children with a stammer need to take precautionary measure to ensure the child feels safe and secure enough to begin or try and speak. Parents must speak slowly and clearly to a child who stammers as this will encourage the child to slow their speech. Parents should allow the stammering child to express their feelings and needs. A stammering child is often extremely aware of their difficulty. Negative reactions from their friends may make the child less verbal and frustrated with their situation. 

2. Discuss, in detail, the factors that influence language development in children. 
	There are five factors that impact language development. They include social development, perception, cognitive processes, and conceptual and linguistic processes. Language development impacts the psychosocial and emotional development of a child. When children have problems understanding others and expressing themselves, it is understandable that psychosocial and emotional changes take place. Language and communicative ability are essential tools for learning, demonstrating interest in social connections and exhibiting control of both behaviour and feelings. Alternatively, school aged children who have psychosocial and emotional conditions often have issues with language and communication. 
According to Howtoparent.org (2018) toddlers infer a speaker’s communicative intent and use that information to guide their language learning. For example, as early as twenty four months, they are able to infer solely from an adult’s excited tone of voice and from the physical setting that a new word must refer to an object that has been placed on the table while the adult was away. The verbal environment influences language learning. From ages one to three, children from highly verbal “professional” families heard nearly three times as many words per week as children from low verbal “welfare” families. 
	Perception plays a big factor in the impact of language development. Babies have different levels of understanding. Language dimension can be estimated by the hearing perceptual abilities a six or twelve months of age while syntactic complexity. For example, rules about arranging and connecting words, starts at twenty-three months of age. The types that are complicated for affected students are types with decreased perceptual are especially noticeable. 
The cognitive processes also have an impact on language development. The rate of learning is dependent on the ability of a child. Children, who listen to a significantly higher percentage of representation of a language type, learn that type quicker than children who receive common feedback. “Trade-offs” among the different domains of language can occur when the total targeted sentence requires more mental resources than the child has available. For example, children make more errors on small grammatical forms such as verb endings and prepositions in sentences with complex syntax than in sentences with simple syntax.
Howtoparent.org (2018) explains that conceptual processes are connected to psychological age. Words that show concepts of time, cause and effect relationships, dimensions and acquisitions are associated with an advanced psychological age much more than words that simply make reference to things and activities. Children who have problems remembering a word also seem to know less about the things to which the phrase refers. Language abilities suffer from lack of knowledge of the world in which we live. 
Linguistic processes impact language development. Verb endings are hints to action word significance, a three year old will choose that it represents an action if a word ends with ‘ing, such as swimming, rather than a finished modify of condition, such as force off. 
	New vocabulary impacts new learning. Children typically choose a new term that they feel better represents the item for which they do not already know a name. 

3. Describe language development stages in children. 

	There are many language development stages in which children move through throughout their childhood and teenage years. From birth to three months, the only way in which a child can express itself is through crying. Their cries begin to differ as they express themselves in other ways such as for hunger, pain or anger. It is the parents’ duty to encourage their child’s vocalizations by different methods, including studying and performing. During this time, a child is able to match movements with the caregiver’s language and will begin cooing throughout the day. (Sharecare.com, 2018) 
	From four months to six months, children start to babble. The child is able to repeat the same sounds again and again showing special affection for that sound. They also stop babbling when someone else is speaking and they start to babble more when their main caregiver interacts with them. Although they do not know any words they are simply imitating what they can hear. 
	Healthychildren (2018) acknowledge that toward the end of the first year, babies will begin to communicate what they want by pointing, crawling, or gesturing toward their target. They also imitate many of the gestures they have seen adults make as they talk. This nonverbal communication is only a temporary measure, however, while they learn how to phrase their messages in words. Children may even stumble on words such as “mama” and “bye-bye” quite accidentally and when they hear their main caregiver get excited they realize they have said something meaningful. Before long they will start using “mama” to summon their caregiver or attract their attention. At this age, they may also say “mama” throughout the day just to practice saying the word. Ultimately, however, they use words only when they want to communicate their meanings. Children also begin to nod their head and increase their use of arm and leg movement when they want to be picked up. 
	A child growing in the one year to two-year age bracket is a very pleasant one for their main caregiver. They gain a strong command of language in their second year of life. They begin to add new words into their vocabulary. This year also sees the child socialize with other children, which increases they vocabulary. 
	Between the ages of thirteen months and eighteen months children understand their capability to connect their needs through language resulting in even higher efforts once they are equipped with a few real words. Sharecare.com (2018) explain that children communicate with true words and gestures. The child begins to repeat words that are overheard in conversations and watch others to see if they are understood in a conversation and if they can follow the conversation said by others. Children at this stage have a vocabulary of about five to twenty words. Parents should provide opportunities to identify things and people to their children, providing them with more opportunities to improve their vocabulary. 
During the months of nineteen to twenty four, children are able to identify up to five body parts, they are able to identify common objects and pictures when named. They recognise new words daily and begin to understand more complex sentences. Their language development grows quickly and they begin to use two word sentences, they are able to refer to themselves by their name and they begin to talk about things they are interested in, things that move, do something or objects they can do things with. They also begin to use pronouns within their daily speech. 
	From thirty-six months to forty-eight months, children begin to use some plural and past tenses, they have a vocabulary of 900-1000 words and they have knowledge of prepositions, such as under, on top and beside. Most children are able to now understand simple questions relating to their environment and activities. They can confidently name familiar animals and interoperate the animal noises in their own way. They begin to understand concepts of longer, larger and bigger and can repeat words of up to four syllables. Many children are able to say all the colours of the rainbow and can recognise objects in picture books and magazines. (Sharecare.com 2018). 
	At sixty months, children’s speech should be completely understandable; they should be able to repeat sentences of nine words or more. They are able to follow commands without any interruptions; they have the understanding of simple time concepts, such as, morning, night and day. They can count to ten and can recognise numbers up to five and are able to know and say their own age. Children are able to create fairly long sentences and uses some compound and complex sentences. 
	At the age of six to seven years of age, children can tell a connected story about a picture, seeing relationships between objects and happenings. They are able to read simple passages and can write many words. They are able to handle opposite analogies easily, such as girl/boy, long/short, hot/cold and blunt/sharp. 
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