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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
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Question 1.
What do you understand by the term ‘human dimensions’? how important is it to consider for an Interior designer when planning interior schemes?
Answer.
Human dimensions is a proportion system design that within a scheme measures amounts of space needed for the functionality of that space. This is a measure that can create a beauty through correct proportional measurement.
An interior designer needs to measure a space for human dimensions for the room to be used correctly, efficiently and serve its purpose. For example, a shelf in a study designed to store files needs to be at a measurement for easy reach, safe height so heads are not at risk and its function is used to the best of its ability.
There are also special requirements for certain spaces such as wheelchairs, specific disabilities and maybe a larger person, that will need a design that is 
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specially for their needs. The scheme will need to be designed for and around these dimensional requirements.
Design and human dimensions will work together to create a space for the client and their needs. Spaces need their own character and human dimensions need to work or the whole design won’t work. Scale can work hand in hand with design.
Human dimensions are important as, for example, measuring how much space that is required around a bed to cater for two people to comfortably get in and out of bed. Measurements need to be made so that the bed is placed in the most convenient position in the room and that a person will move comfortably within these dimensions. Having a bed placed without human dimensions and measurements taken could lead to the bed placed in an uncomfortable position that blocks a doorway, traps one person against a wall, wardrobes maybe less functional. All these requirements need to be taken into consideration for a scheme to work.
Human dimensional measurements can also help create the design scheme by adding style through its functionality, for example, dining chairs around a dining table that is styled in a scheme based around a focal point, such as a chandelier, need measurement consideration so they can be pulled out with ease and sat at comfortably. This can make socializing and eating more comfortable without compromising on style. 
Not all human dimensions require such detail and sometimes style cannot be met, but human dimensions are important and an interior designer will see what works best for the space and person. It is an integral part to designing a space.

Question 2.
How can different contrasts be introduced into an interior scheme? What is their importance in a design scheme?
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Answer.
Imagine living in a room that consists of marble. Marble floors, marble walls, marble seats, marble features, fixtures and fittings. This would be a very boring way of living and not to mention cold and wouldn’t feel very comfortable. This is why contrast is important. 
Contrast can consist of many different subjects such as contrast of colour, contrast of material and maybe contrast of style and design. Contrast is important for aesthetically pleasing the eye as it generates high impact and brings style to a room.
Ways of adding contrast can be through;
Texture, this adds visual weight.
Colour, this is the easiest way and most obvious.
Style, combining traditional and contemporary.
Contrast is the ingredient interior designers use to make the design scheme work and come together and that then leads to memorable spaces giving the most impact.
Contrast is a foundational design principle, simultaneously pulling a scheme together.
Complementary colour scheme has the strongest impact for contrast. Using complementary colours such as yellow and blue, will bring attention to the room and bring its style to life. A blue hue could be used for the walls and then adding the yellow tones to textiles and/or accessories.
Contrasting texture within a scheme is an easy way of keeping a neutral scheme interesting. Adding different textures within an elegant scheme such as silks, taffetas, heavy cottons and lace can keep the neutral scheme but then adds visual and textural contrast.
Some design styles naturally have some contrast to its design such as mid- century, as this has contrasting shapes and different materials can be used to 
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increase the contrast. An eclectic design is a great natural contrast design scheme as it involves plenty of contrasting colours, materials, styles and shapes. 
Yet it is important to bring harmony and balance to the space as too much contrast can become quite jarring. Carefully planning contrast will lead to a better design.
Contrast is a powerful, essential tool to a designer and can help organize a design and also help bring more vision to focal points. Contrast plus functionality can lead to a design bringing in different styles of mirrors to create a focal point and these could be placed opposite a window in a dark room to help bounce light around. 
Bringing in contrast is important as nothing has much meaning by itself, so to bring in contrast can frame, focus and please the desired scheme.

Question 3.
Too many dis-joined elements can be dis-quietening to the minds eye. How can an interior designer avoid this in an interior design scheme?

Answer.
An interior designer will use principles of design as tools to keep a scheme to its true potential. Doing this involves unity and keeping a rhythm to the design.
Having a design that may be disjointed and disquietening will need an element of repetition within the rhythm to keep a sense of unity. 
For example, if there is a design that is more powerfully colourful and has contrasting materials and patterns, yet seems to be taking a too powerful lead, then repeating some patterns throughout the space and unifying materials so that there is a marriage between the elements, rather than working against each other, will avoid the jumble design.
A belonging relationship for the elements within the scheme is achieved through using the design principle unity, this then leads to balance, harmony and rhythm, which keeps the scheme in proportion and to the best scale. 
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Too much unity can be boring but bringing in too much variety can lead the design another way. Applying the appropriate principles to the design will keep the design on track. Keeping balance can be easy using focal points such as fire places, lighting fixtures or creating one specifically for the space by highlighting pieces like furniture. A rooms purpose can be considered to scale down how disjointed it is. Removing or scaling down too many colours in a bedroom to keep it a more relaxing space will keep the design quieter. Using appropriate colour scemes, design organization and careful contrasting elements will lead the designer to the best design. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the design principles; Balance, harmony, rhythm, emphasis, contrast, proportion and scale, applied correctly will help avoid being disjointed. 
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