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Q1 Provide short answers for the following questions: 

i. What is a National Curriculum? 

ii.The curriculum defines four ‘key stages’ - explain them. 

iii. There are three ‘core’ subjects - what are they and why are they considered ‘core’ subjects?



Ans i: The National Curriculum provides a formal outline of pupils’ statutory learning entitlement and requirements in the United Kingdom. It is a set of subjects and standards used by primary and secondary schools so children learn the same things. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards children should reach in each subject.



Hence roughly translated, it specifies the subjects that must be taught at each key stage level, educational targets that must be met by the school and all current standards for assessing and reporting students’ performance,



The national curriculum for England to be taught in all local-authority-maintained schools.



Other types of school like academies and private schools do not have to follow the national curriculum. Academies must teach a broad and balanced curriculum including English, maths and science. They must also teach religious education



Ans ii:	 The national curriculum is organised into blocks of years called ‘key stages’ (KS). The Key stages are the groups that have been set up to administer progressive, standardized exams during a child’s education in England. At the end of each key stage, the teacher will formally assess your child’s performance. 



Each key stage consists of a certain range of school years. The all 4 stages defined in curriculum are as follows-



		

		Key stage 1

		Key stage 2

		Key stage 3

		Key stage 4



		Age

		5-7

		7-11

		11-14

		14-16



		Year groups

		1-2

		3-6

		7-9

		10-11



		Core subjects

		

		

		

		



		English

		✓

		✓

		✓

		✓



		Mathematics

		✓

		✓

		✓

		✓



		Science

		✓

		✓

		✓

		✓



		Foundation subjects

		

		

		

		



		Art and design

		✓

		✓

		✓

		



		Citizenship

		

		

		✓

		✓



		Computing

		✓

		✓

		✓

		✓



		Design and technology

		✓

		✓

		✓

		



		Languages

		

		✓

		✓

		



		Geography

		✓

		✓

		✓

		



		History

		✓

		✓

		✓

		



		Music

		✓

		✓

		✓

		



		Physical education

		✓

		✓

		✓

		✓







Note: At key stage 2 the subject title for languages is ‘foreign language’; at key stage 3 it is ‘modern foreign language’.



Schools must provide religious education (RE) but parents can ask for their children to be taken out of the whole lesson or part of it.



Ans iii:   As per national Curriculum structure each key stage has three core subjects, which are:



· English 

· Mathematics 

· Science 



English, maths and science remain are considered the core subjects to study because these subjects are the foundation for good future. Having a strong grounding in maths and English is vital for young people in today’s job market. These subjects act as basic filters for employers. Employers talk of an alarming gap between the literacy and numeracy skills they require and the skills that job applicants possess. Good qualifications in maths and English open the door to a wider variety of careers than would be possible without them. 



Science is a central part of our lives. It is a way of finding out about the world around us, trying out ideas and looking for explanations. 



These core subjects are also mandatory to meet the standards of international performance in the OECD Programme for International Student Assessment, PISA,  which has become the world’s premier yardstick for evaluating the quality, equity and efficiency of school systems.The assessment focuses on the core school subjects of science, reading and mathematics.



Hence Maths and English are both crucial subjects needed to get on in life whether through employment or further study. It is therefore essential that a world-class, academically rigorous curriculum reflects this and supports all pupils in their study both pre- and post- GCSE for those that do achieve a grade C and for those that don’t.





Q 2.  Describe the role of the ‘Cover Supervisor’ and provide an example of when their services may be needed. 



Ans: Cover supervisors are appropriately-trained school staffs who supervise pupils carrying out pre-prepared exercises when teaching staff are on short-term absence.



Cover supervision varies significantly depending on whether the role is commenced in a primary, secondary or special school. Existing staff who are asked to undertake cover supervision should be given the option of taking it on as a role in itself or as part of a role. The Cover supervisors are often defined by what they don’t do and this is in response to teachers defending their QTS roles. So officially, cover supervisors: 



· Don’t plan

· Don’t have the subject knowledge

· Don’t mark work

· Don’t set homework

· Don’t differentiate

· Don’t set targets

Cover supervision is needed for a teacher’s short-term absence from the classroom where the absence was not known about in advance. Pupils in these classes will carry out a pre-prepared exercise under supervision; no active teaching takes place. The duties of a cover supervisor can be summarized as:

· Supervising the work that has been set on the lesson plan provided, using the necessary resources that have also been provided

· managing the behaviour of pupils while they are undertaking this work to ensure a constructive environment

· responding to any questions from pupils about process and procedures

· dealing with any immediate problems or emergencies according to the school’s policies and procedures

· collecting any completed work after the lesson and returning it to the appropriate teacher

· Reporting back as appropriate on any issues that arose during the lesson.





Q3.  “Working in a school can be one of the most satisfying employment experiences a person can have.” What aspects of the job of teaching assistant appeal to you most?



Ans:  Yes, Working in a school can be one of the most satisfying & rewarding career decisions a person can have. This role requires commitment, patience and a real interest in supporting the students.



Though there are many reasons /aspects of the job of teaching assistant appeal to me most, the few of them are as follows: 



Job Satisfaction

The role of teaching assistant can be one of the most rewarding careers available. Helping pupils to reach their full potential and overcome difficulties is incredibly fulfilling. One can become part of the student's life and watch them learn and grow as the school year develops. A teaching assistant often supports the main teacher with under achieving or struggling pupils. Watching these pupils progress truly makes the job worthwhile.





Being Inspired

Most of the teaching assistants become influential and inspiring role models for pupils. However, a good teaching assistant will also take inspiration from the pupils they work with. When you see pupils of all ages developing their knowledge and acquiring new skills, you feel inspired to do the same.



Every day is different

No two days are same when you're a teaching assistant. The variety of work and flexibility keeps the job interesting. There are adequate opportunities for one to use his/her unique skills and creative talents. One day you could be helping pupils to count, another day you could be creating props and backdrops for the classroom.



Flexible working

The flexibility of working hours and holidays is also one of the benefits of working as a teaching assistant, especially for those who have children within education. You can also get school holidays off work, meaning as much as 12 weeks holiday per year. Working as a teaching assistant is a great way of balancing a career with your family routines.



Building Relationships

The relationships teaching assistants develop with pupils go far beyond formal education alone. As you get to know the pupils you work with, you’ll build important bonds of trust, respect and openness. You will become less of an educator, more and all-round role model they can turn to for just about anything.



No barriers to train

To enroll on a teaching assistant course you do not usually need to have any formal qualifications. One should have a good understanding of basic numeracy and literacy skills and a real interest in supporting teaching and learning in schools.



Development opportunities

Many people begin their teaching career with a role as a teaching assistant. Once you have good experience in a teaching assistant role, you may be able to go on to further study to become a teacher in the long term. Furthering your qualifications as a teaching assistant could also lead to promotions and an increase in pay.
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