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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Assessment 2 

Interior design decorating principles.

Q1 Short questions:

i) What do you understand by the term 'human dimensions'? How important is it to consider 'human dimensions when planning an interior scheme? 

To design living spaces that are relaxing and functional for human use, the interior designer must take into consideration the size and shape of human dimensions. 
Human beings come in three body types;
endomorph, ectomorph and mesomorph. 
Somatotype is a taxonomy developed in the 1940s, by American psychologist William Herbert Sheldon, to categorize the human physique according to the relative contribution of three fundamental elements, somatotypes, named after the three germ layers of embryonic development: the endoderm, (develops into the digestive tract), the mesoderm, (becomes muscle, heart, and blood vessels), and the ectoderm (forms the skin and nervous system. 
These studies allow an interior designer to take the size, shape, and movements of thr human body into consideration, as well as the reach characteristics, to estimate how much room will be needed to allow a human to function- sit, stand, lie, reach- comfortably. 
An interior designer needs to be familiar with the amount of space that would realistically be required for certain activities in order to create spaces that are comfortable for the end users. 
The amount of room needed for certain activities- putting a baby into a cot, shrugging on a coat, towel drying after a shower or making a bed, as well as estimating the most convenient height for a work surface or storage area, all needs to be considered at the initial planning stages of a project. 
In addition to this, special considerations may be needed within the design plans to take into account the needs of the young, the elderly and people with disabilities. 


ii) How different contrasts can be introduced into an interior scheme? How important they are in a design scheme? 

Contrast can be introduced into interiors in many different ways:

Contrast of form, whereby different shapes, heights and sizes are introduced into a living space.
Form and shape can be clearly observed in the overall arrangement of a building or in parts of a building (windows, doors etc) which have geometric shapes. Repetition or variation of a particular form can provide strong elements of composition.
Parts of a building, for example, windows depicting form represent geometric shapes such as a square or a rectangle. Repetition of a window unit form a good element of composition.
Shape helps to identify different forms, for example, the pitch of a roof will provide a certain form which is easy to identify and also easy to relate to other roofs which have a similar pitch. When a roof is of a distinctly different shape, it will look strongly dissimilar.


Contrast of colour
Contrast of colour is best explained in the cliche, "opposites attract".
It is achieved in all elements of design by using one element that differs in colour among other objects. Contrast can be used to create interest in a room. The décor in the room should maintain the same style but can vary in the elements of colour. 
Interior designers sometimes become too pre-occupied with monotone colours for area rugs, sofas, and drapery or matching all wood finishes. Contrasting colours can be pleasing to the eye if done well. Some examples are contrasting dark wood furniture with white or ivory coloured fabrics. 

Contrast of texture
When a designer puts one rough-textured furniture in a room full of smooth textured ones, you achieve contrast.
Adding texture to fabric or furniture also also be used to tone down the contrast effect. A rattan- or banana leaf-woven chair with a white herringbone tweed-covered cushion is not as cold in a room as a black lacquered chair with white polyester cushions.


Contrast of light and shade
Lights might be the most important elements of interior decorating. It changes the space and our mood. Even the most beautiful piece of furniture can appear less attractive in bad lighting. 
A smart collaboration of light and shade can ensure rest and excitement. 
An interior is like a photo or a painting; the light determines the focus and the ambiance. Specific lighting boosts the intensity of colors and supplies more depth to structures. Light can also give more rhythm to an interior, especially by casting shadows.
There are three distinguishable categories of lights: general lighting, spotlighting and function lighting. 
General lighting takes care of basic lighting. Spotlighting takes care of ambiance. 
It is lighting that creates contrast, soft spots and shadows. 
Spotlighting can also bring intensity to the interior by creating exaggerated shadows. 
Lighting creates peace and excitement. Function lighting, is lighting with a specific goal, for example the lighting of an object. 

iii) 'Progression is taking an element and increasing or decreasing one or more of its qualities'.
Explain the statement by giving at least two examples. 

Progression is taking an element and increasing or decreasing one or more of its qualities. The most obvious implementation of this would be a gradation by size. A collection of vases of varying sizes on a sideboard creates interest, because of the natural progression shown. Progression can also be achieved through the order of  similar artworks increasing in height along a staircase, leading the eye to the next level, or via colour, such as a monochromatic colour scheme, where each element is a slightly different shade of the same hue.
Progression or Gradation is seen in shapes progressing from large to small, or vice versa. Nesting tables or a collection of boxes varying in size, or the famous Russian dolls are celebrated examples. Gradation can also be identified in the distribution of colour values in an interior. A usual distribution is: light values on the ceiling, medium values on the walls and dark values on the floor.

iv) 'Too many disjoined elements can be disquieting to the minds eye'. How can an interior designer avoid this in an interior design scheme? 

An interior designer can avoid creating disjointed elements within interior design by delivering effective visual results using rhythm and repetition. This will encourage the eyes to move around the room in an organised way. 

v) Why is it important to consider the purpose of an interior space when planning a design scheme? 

When it comes to interior design, form should follow function. The interior designer must create a space that is efficient as well as appealing. 
When planning a design scheme, serious consideration must be given to ensure that the final design is practical and functional, not just aesthetically pleasing. 
The interior designer must choose furniture that is correctly placed within the room and is ergonomically suitable for all users, including children and disabled people. 
Thinking at the design stage about how the completed building will be occupied and managed can overcome many barriers experienced by some users. Too often the needs of users, including disabled people, older people and families with small children, are considered too late in the day.



Q2.
[bookmark: _GoBack]"Circulation through a space is a crucial aspect of a design". Elaborate.
Circulation within the home or commercial unit should be designed to be efficient, providing a direct route which utilises as little floor space as necessary. 
Houses are often designed with hallways to offer a good circulation pattern within the home. 
Commercial units must be designed with maximum efficiency in mind, to ensure that traffic flow moves in a desirable direction. The accurate placement of furniture and doorways  will assist in directing the traffic flow correctly. 
When creating a floor plan, areas must be divided into zones, such as public, work and private zones. If a floor plan displays good zoning, then the space will also have good circulation.  
The ability to move safely, conveniently and efficiently to and within a buliding  will have a great influence on how successful the design is. The experience for all users, whatever their mobility or mode of transport are important. 
The building should have an appropriate number of routes to and through it, not too many to make it anonymous but enough to allow easy legitimate movement. 

Q3.
At which stages of a design project should the services like heating, lighting, plumbing, electric etc be considered?

If the design brief is confined to a set budget, it is always advisable to design a concept around the limitations of the existing electrical and plumbing layout of the building. 
Therefore it would be sensible to take these services into consideration at the beginning of the design project. 

If money is no object, and the project has a very large budget, then almost anything is achievable! 
It is possible to move drains, plumbing and electrics etc around in order to fit the design brief. 

The services are subject to regulations set by the local authority so all work must be carried out by certified professionals, with the relevant up to date qualifications.
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