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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Preliminary Investigations, Location and Site Selection

1) What is Environment Impact Study
Environment Impact Study is an imperative factor when determining the site location for a potential construction project. Development sites can and do have positive and negative impacts on the local surrounding areas so its important to gather as much information on the surrounding areas before building commences. 
Site developers must take note on factors such as energy supply and natural resources. As with all sites noise impact on the local community – surrounding areas will have to be considered as this can negatively affect a project. Other impacts such as solid waste could have more adverse effects on the surrounding areas. The Environment Impact Study is completed at the early stages of planning as its many factors can determine whether the project should go ahead.



       ii) What is the basic criteria for judging the suitability of the site for construction?
There are many factors for determining a suitable site in-order for construction, the basic requirements are factors such as its cost, structural techniques required, accessibility & external (surrounding area use of the project). Basic requirements of determining a site would be determining the land in which the site is located, very important because of footings – larger buildings will require larger footings this has to be determined before to see if a site is feasible. Hazardous areas whether the land is protected by green belt for instance. 
Nowadays more than ever it is imperative to use professional surveyors in your site selection process to analyse factors in your selected area for construction. The type of building used has huge factors determining location as buildings vary considerably, for example if there’s to be a ware house built this will potentially cover a large area, will have waste implications and accessibility issues to be dealt with.. could or will this have an adverse affect on a local residential area or surround area.

iii) What is Topographic information about?
Topographic information is compiled from mainly visual inspections, it is used to create a good site plan in order for future planning. When compiling topographic data the following features should be considered; evaluation above sea level, orientation above sea level, orientation of site, slopes – huge importance as this can determine whether a site can be safe (solid) and will have an impact on footings. You can at this point start to prepare the planning of foundations for instance. Other features which are equally important is factors such as hills, valleys is it situated near a cliff face that’s eroding? will the area be prone to flood water damage? 

iv) What type of buildings should be constructed on rocky sites?

The load of the building and the function of the building will determine the type of site exploration to undertake, for heavy structures the entire depth of the soil should be investigated to the level of the bed rock. Depth exploration for lighter potentially smaller structures is usually not at the same depth, more to a prescribed depth. Rocky sites are as a good a substrate for footings as any. Rocky ground is solid and doesn’t tend to shrink or swell. This makes for good footing. So many types of building would suit a rocky site for construction, its not limited as some soils and clay - based lands could be.

2) Give classification under which the following buildings fall:
a) Museum; museums fall under the classification of CLASS D1 this classification covers most public services.
b) Hospital; A privately run hospital and a General Hospital fall under CLASS C2 category.
c) Hotel; Hotels/boarding houses and guest houses fall under CLASS C1- regular hotels also.
d) Library; as a public service, this type of building falls into category D1
e) Department store – as a visiting member of the general public this type of building falls under Category A1 
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