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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:


Q1I – The ozone layer is a layer with the earth’s atmosphere. It is located in the stratosphere containing high concentrations of ozone. This layer absorbs most of the harmful ultraviolet radiation entering the earth from the sun.

Q1II – The effects of ozone depletion on the health of animals and humans can be serious. The main problems are that the UVB radiation causes skin cancer, as well as eye diseases such as cataracts but also other infectious diseases. 

Q1III – Global warming is the rise of in temperature in the earth’s atmosphere. It is caused by the change in the natural compositions of gases within the atmosphere namely greenhouse gases. GCG’s are mainly CO2 , Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC’s) and other pollutants. It can have massive implications in agricultural outputs due the change in precipitation patters, extreme weather events, reduction in water availability and increases in temperatures.

Q1IV – Biodiversity is the variety of plants and animal life in a certain habitat or in a larger aspect, the world. 

Q1V – There is many links between biodiversity and climate change, all devastating and contributing towards the loss of biodiversity. Sea levels are rising which will submerge low-lying areas which will cause the disappearance of islands and causing the extinction of indigenous species within that ecosystem. Some animas and plants will go extinct due to them not being able to adapt to the new extremes caused by climate change such as temperature differentiations at the same time as aiding invasive species with these temperature changes. Finally another problem that can happen due to climate change is droughts and wildfires which can harm an ecosystems biodiversity.

Q2 – The growth in the human population and its distribution patterns have created many environmental effects. These include; over utilization of land, increase in waste, depletion of natural resources, deterioration of natural areas, contamination of land, sea and air, agricultural issues and effects upon water. I will briefly explain each below;
Over utilization of land – As the population is constantly growing, the amount of land we need to build houses, business’s and amenities increases causing urbanization. This means more and more rural land is being turned into houses, causing over utilization of the land and causing a major environmental effect in terms of loss of habitat for the biodiversity/ecosystem in that area.

Increase in waste – with an increase in population the waste is going to increase, meaning more land is send to landfill. Landfill will eventually fill up and new areas will need to be turned into landfill, destroying that area. Not only this put all the waste is going to increase pollution and GHG’s.

Depletion of natural resources – as the population increases the amount of resources needed to support the population also increases. This puts a major strain on natural resources including natural gas, minerals, water, air and coal, with the strain being that bad it would ultimately mean we will run out of natural resources.

Deterioration of natural areas -with the increase of urbanization the natural and rural areas become engulfed with the human population causing these areas to be lost. Not only this but these natural areas become polluted in terms of litter and other pollutants causing them to deteriorate. 

Contamination of land, sea and air – with the increase in population the amount of pollutants being released into the atmosphere increases, causing global warming. These pollutants come from many gases being released from cars, houses and businesses. 

Agricultural issues – an increase in population means and increase in the amount of food needed. This means more land is needed to raise cattle for food, meaning a loss in land but also an increase in gases such as methane contributing to global warming.

Q3 – International efforts have been made to combat environmental issues in many ways. In 1992 the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change was signed by over 150 nations. The conventions main principle is in the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. This principle was adopted by the 150 nations to mitigate the effect of climate change, they incorporated policies and laws into their countries to combat this environmental issue. This was mainly accomplished by limiting the amount of greenhouse emissions a person is aloud to emit. 
Another international effort was the Kyoto Protocol, this extends on the UNFCC commitments and commits the nations involved to reduce greenhouse gas emission. However the Kyoto Protocol targets 6 greenhouse gases, CO2, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and Sulphur hexafluoride. 
Recent efforts include the launch of the EU Emissions Trading System in 2005, which the adoption of legislative measures adopted in 2008. This is known as the Energy and Climate Package and has three targets they must hit by 2020, reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 20%, increase the share of renewable energies in the energy mix by 20% and improve energy efficiency by 20%.
Then in 2010 at the Cancun climate change conference the parties involved in the Kyoto protocol established the Green Climate Fund, with a $100 billion a year fund to help developing countries combat climate change and deforestation.
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