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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:

A teaching assistant supports the teacher and therefore the students in order to enable the teacher to concentrate on structuring and delivering the lesson, whilst supporting either individual students or undertakes tasks as directed by the teacher. They are a highly trained extra pair of hands and eyes to allow maximal learning to take place. 
ii) teaching assistants are highly trained and often experienced when it comes to supporting student’s learning. They provide individual support, i.e. with reading/ writing tasks, can ‘translate’ instructions or explanations delivered by the teacher, prepare materials particularly suited to small groups or individual learners, prompt, help preparing the physical environment and take small groups or individual students for particular activities. As they are able to work very closely with some students, they are able to observe strengths and weaknesses and address them in conjunction with the teacher. Some teaching assistants are highly skilled in very specific sections of the curriculum and can provide targeted support when needed. The ultimate goal is that the students grow in confidence and independence and are able to achieve realistic goals.
iii) as a teaching assistant, it is important to build a positive rapport with the students as well as the teacher and other adults involved in development and learning of each student. Following the guide lines of the particular school and the teacher’s expectation for behaviour in their classroom, the assistant is able to observe and correct behaviour at an early stage. As behaviours are often connected to frustration, the support of the assistant might prevent disruption in the first place. Students, who feel valued and their individual needs addressed and taken seriously will be less disruptive and a prompt intervention prevents larger problems. The teaching assistant can then share their observations with the teacher and discuss possible intervention strategies. A positive, trusting and nurturing relationship with the students will allow behaviours to improve, which in turn creates a calmer and more positive learning environment for the whole class.

2)The National Literacy strategy was introduced in 2003 with the aim to improve the standards of reading and writing amongst students. It was a response to concerns around the rising levels of illiteracy and the falling standards displayed by college entrants. It is important that every student achieves a certain level of literacy before entering secondary school, in order t be able to access the curriculum fully. There have been studies showing a direct link between imprisonment and illiteracy. In primary schools, literacy hours, targeted reading time as well as vocabulary and grammar tasks are broken up into smaller segments. Literacy has therefore become a fundamental and important part of every school day. Some schools use schemes like DEAR (Drop everything and read), to build in a structured period for the whole school. In secondary school, special support will be provided in order to allow those, who struggle to improve their skills. The National Literacy Strategy is an absolutely vital part of modern schooling.
3)The National Numeracy Strategy was introduced alongside the National Literacy Strategy and again aims to raise the standards of school leavers. Although not quite as prescribed and rigid as the Literacy Strategy, it is an absolute requirement that one hour of the school day is given over to improve arrhythmic and basic number manipulation, in order to allow full access to other curriculum areas. 
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