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1- [bookmark: _GoBack]Short answers:-
I. What does an internal auditor do?
Internal auditor role in an organization is very important. It begins from day to day operations and ends with system assessment. Specifically, internal audit responsibilities can be divided into three main groups; daily audit, project management, and the overall systems.
In terms of audit, internal auditor collects and analyzes documents authenticity, corroborating evidence, testing and analyzing data, sampling, and interviewing. With regard to project management, internal auditor role is managing documents, planning, scheduling, creating and following up on audit steps, resolving issues, and recording and communicating results. In addition, internal auditor’s role in the overall systems includes knowing the organizational structure, how transactions occur, how errors can be revealed, and the strengths of the entity’s personnel, systems, and business processes.
II.  How do forensic accountants work with external auditors?
Forensic accountants can benefit from deep understanding and previous experience of external auditors about a company that is under investigation. Although forensic accountants work objectively and independently from external auditors, the extensive experience of external auditors provide useful information about critical areas, such as risk, business processes, documentation, systems, and personnel. Al of these information assist the investigative team to conduct forensic work efficiently.
Subsequent to formal access letter, forensic accountants can access to the external auditors’ working papers and their staff, which will give them a better understanding of organizational culture and personnel.  

III.  What are the objectives of internal auditors in forensic investigations?
Internal auditor’s objectives in forensic investigation are different from other stakeholders. Throughout working with management, internal auditor completes the annual audit plan within the scheduled time period. Protecting internal audit team from criticism is one of the most important objective of the internal auditor since other stakeholders have different point of view in the same investigation.    
IV. What is the role of forensic accounting investigators when working in a forensic    team?
Initially, the forensic accounting investigator uses his / her skills to the investigation and works under the direction of the employer through the management, the audit committee, the counsel or the auditing firm. The key role that a forensic accounting investigator plays in investigation includes analysis of financial information and accounting transactions.
Generally, forensic accounting investigator’s role is to provide the investigation team with sufficient information about: 
· Generally accepted accounting principles relevant to the investigation.
· Generally accepted auditing standards and procedures.
· SEC rules pertaining to accounting, financial disclosure, and reporting.
· Derivative financial instruments, bank regulation requirements, and long-term contract accounting. 
· Uses and abuses of offshore companies and trusts. 
· Non-conformity with customary commercial behavior and best business practices.
· Language skills and the ability to meet challenges in investigations that are being carried out in geographically diverse locations.

2- How do forensic accounting investigators work with lawyers?	
While attorney is responsible for leading a successful investigation, forensic accountant is a key player in determining success. Thus, forensic accountants should work closely with attorney in order to achieve a successful investigation outcome.    
However, before conducting the investigation, forensic accountants should consider different issues. These include their role and responsibilities associated with other team members, other professionals that are involved in the investigation, legal aspects and anticipated timing issues. Other important points that forensic accountant should understand are expected form, timing, and audience of interim or final outcome. Ultimately, limitations on departments or personnel that might be involved, interviewed, or utilized in the investigation process should also be considered by forensic accountants.
When conducting an investigation, forensic accounting investigator’s assistance to the investigation team can be classified into two categories, skills and performance. In terms of skills, forensic accountant investigator is able to provide the investigation team with different types of skills, such as planning, interviewing, document authentication, networking, technical procedures, forensic laboratory authentication, data mining, data analysis, forensic imaging, e-mail search tools, analyze accounting transactions and gather both financial and non-financial public information. In addition, expertise in accounting, in regulatory auditing, in internal controls, and in financial analysis are considered higher skills of forensic accountants. All of these skills are significant factors that lead to successful investigation. 
In addition, performance of forensic accountant investigator has a great impact on positive investigation results. These comprise, but not limited to:- 
· Performing background checks on relevant personnel.
· Checking the validity of vendors based on publicly available information.
· Preparation of the sections of draft and final reports pertaining to accounting, reporting, and financial information and assisting the counsel during report preparation.
· Coordinating with internal and external auditors as well as the audit committee.
· Reviewing and critically analyzing financial statements, accounting reports, and advice provided by other experts and specialists.
Having said that, an effective and successful investigation outcome is not only the responsibility of the forensic accountant investigator, but the overall investigation team which is chosen by the independent board of director counsel.  
3- What is the importance of privacy in forensic investigations? And, which measures could be taken to achieve this?
Privacy is usually very important in forensic investigations. Leaks of information to the press or any other parties may be particularly damaging. All efforts and time of forensic accountant investigators will be under threat if such leaks begin, especially if the investigation is under development and some critical and sensitive results have been arisen. On the other hand, fraudsters might take defensive actions to protect themselves against any potential allegations. These always happen in complex deception where there is network of group of fraudsters. Thus, privacy is a vital factor which leads to a successful investigation.
One of the most important measure that could be taken to achieve privacy in investigation is the number of people in the investigation. The number of people within the company who are aware of day-to-day developments should be properly limited to avoid such leaks. However, the company, sometimes, has to disclose information to regulators during investigations, such as financial markets and tax regulators. In such cases, the forensic accounting investigator may become involved in an external investigation in support of various law enforcement or government organizations.  
Other measure that could be taken to achieve privacy in investigation is the hierarchy of forensic accountants’ reports. To avoid leaks of investigative information and results, hierarchy of reporting system within the investigative team should be vertical rather than horizontal. This will limit the investigation work and results to the lowest level. The fewer the managers who review and approve the forensic investigators works, the less information leaks can be spread out.  
In sum, privacy in forensic investigation is a crucial factor that play a major role in successful investigation. Privacy can be achieved by different measurements that include, but not limited to well organized investigation hierarchy and limited number of people within the company.
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