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ASSESMENT #3

i. Define the term ‘privation.’
Privation is a term used when a child fails to form a relationship with their parents or carers. This can be due to absent parents (maybe due to death) or that the child has been separated from parents.
ii. What is deprivation? 
Deprivation is a term used when an existing bond or relationship is broken. When a child has had a strong relationship with their parents or carers which has been full of love and warmth and then for one reason or another the bond is broken.
iii. How can the effects of deprivation be reduced? Explain, with reference to the works of different psychologists.
Cockett and Tripp (1994)
Cockett and Tripp said ‘That there needs to be protective steps put in place to limit the effects of deprivation.’ In their study of day care they suggested that staff should be more aware about their duties. To help children adjust to their new situations they need to maintain a strong bond with them, this can be achieved by providing a short-term replacement attachment figure to the child. In day care this could be a child being given a key worker who works closely with the child to obtain their trust.
Skodak and Skeels (1945)
Skodak and Skeels found that if a child is getting enough love and attention despite being separated from their parents, they show a remarkable increase in their IQ levels. Skodak and Skeels suggested that day care and welfare centres should ensure they have enough staff to give each individual child the full attention they deserve.
iv. How does divorce and separation really affect children, according to Cockett and Tripp’s work?
Cockett and Tripp decided the best way to get accurate results on divorce and separation and the affect it has on the children was to interview the children themselves.
They found that the effects of divorce were slightly less harmful than the effects of deprivation resulting from parental death.

v. 

vi. Are the effects of privation reversible?

Koluchova’s research and Freud and Dann’s research suggests that the results and harm caused by privation are reversible. Whereas Curtiss’ study found that the effects of privation were irreversible in his study. He believed the child he studied was found too late (aged 13) and the privation was much worse and more harmful to be able to be reversed. 
What came out of the above studies was that Curtiss’ study was a child all alone and no one to turn too whereas with the twins study they had each other for comfort and support. 
vii. According to a NICHD USA study, what factors affect children in day care?
The above study found that the type of day care used has a large impact on the children. A good day care helped children increase academically, and have a greater intelligence growth and behavioural growth, which when compared with poorer day care they had the opposite effect.
The study also suggested that the age children attend day care had an effect on their behaviour. Children who attended day care above the age of two had no behavioural issues compared with children who attended before 2 years of age.
A positive aspect of quality day care was the setting and staff could help the children become confident and social members as they grow into adulthood. Whereas a poor quality day care would have a negative affect on the life of the child.



viii. State two effects of day care on cognitive development.
Placing a child in day care can have benefits on a child cognitive growth. If a child is an only child at home living with their parents language skills can be delayed. If quality time is not given to the child the child language skills may not develop as well as say a child in day care. A child in good quality day care will probably have more time given to them by the carer this can then advance their language skills and encourage the child to use their voice and progress their conceptual skills too.
Another effect day care can have on cognitive development is the child will possibly be engaging with other children and maybe different ages too. Being in a small group children will often look and learn from one another, this then helps with cognitive development working together increases their social skills which can then help them with information processing, and using their perceptual skills.

ix. What is autism? Outline some characteristics of autistic behaviour.
Autism is a lifelong neurodevelopmental condition. Autism is a development disorder which has variable severity that can be characterised by difficulties in social and communication interaction, changes in routine and even loud noises.
Social interaction –some people with autism have difficulty in expressing their feelings and also interpreting and understanding other people’s feelings. Because of their non -typical communication styles and skill this often leads to avoidance of social interaction and will often turn to withdrawal into oneself, this then leads to difficulties in establishing and maintaining relationships.
Communication – Communication can challenge autistic people either one way or another, some people are very articulate and have fluent speech whereas others use language in a limited way, they tend to speak as they find, and see everything as black and white concept. Sometimes their conversations may be asking the same questions repeatedly, or changing the conversation to topics that interest themselves. People sometimes will also not see facial expressions or be able to read body language or sometimes misinterpret what they mean.
Sensory processing – They may experience sensory sensitivities and will avoid different textures or noises which may upset them i.e. vacuum cleaners, hairdryers, sand, or materials.
x. Explain the theory of mind.
The theory of mind refers to the ability to understand the mental state of others and then recognise that they may differ from one’s own.
A key stage in child development is the Theory of Mind. A well developed theory of mind helps us to solve conflicts, develop social skills and maybe predict other people’s behavioural thoughts.
A typical age for a child to develop understanding of theory of mind is around ‘4’ but sometimes it may start earlier.

2   Discuss the relationships between day-care and insecure attachment.
When a child has built a bond with their parents/carers it will always be upsetting when the child is separated from them, even if it only be a short time as in day care. Children will often show signs of anxiety and insecurity, when changes are made.
When we take a look at insecure attachments we are looking at attachment relationships which have failed to secure a sense of confidence and the feeling of security for a child.
Insecure - attachment is normally split into 3 types:
(a) Insecure - avoidant – This is where a child shows little distress on separation but shows  no attention to the caregiver on return and  avoids contact with the caregiver.
(b) Insecure – resistant – The child will often be very distressed on separation with high levels of crying and upset but on return they  alternatively seek and then resist contact with the caregiver.
(c) Insecure – disorganised – This is when the child usually displays strange behaviour sometimes they may just freeze or engage in repetitive movements like rocking, they then seem confused or disoriented when re-united with the caregiver.
This then shows that a good day care will have a strong sense of affection and nurturing attachment with the children where the children feel confident and secure, where a poor day care can have a negative effect on them.

3. How does autism affect a child’s development?

Autistic children tend to have problems with communication and social interaction, and restrictive and  repetitive patterns of behaviours, activities and interests, which can then limit and impair everyday functioning which can show in their development.
Autistic children may find it difficult to understand facial expressions, tones in voices and understanding jokes and sarcasm. Many children have a literal understanding of language, which makes them think that people always mean what they say. Some children have very good language skills but can find it difficult to understand other people’s conversation, so tend to repeat what others have said. Also some may talk in length about their own interests which they have confidence in.
Social skills can be a huge problem with autistic children as they have problem understanding others feelings and expressing their own. This can then overload them and they then tend to isolate themselves from others, not wanting to seek comfort from others and so not allowing others to help. By isolating themselves this then makes it hard for themselves to form friendships with others some may want to interact but are unsure how to go about it.
Autistic children like to have set routines daily and when changes are made it makes them feel uncomfortable, if changes are to be made they must be prepared for changes in advance. 
Sensory sensitivity can also be a problem, some children become sensitive to sounds, touch, smells, colours and even pain. They may find normal background sounds like hairdryers or vacuuming which most of us can block out they find them very loud or distracting, this can cause them anxiety and physical pain.
So with all of the above we can see where child development stages can become delayed.
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