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1. 						

i. A double wedding is when two wedding parties get married in the same ceremony – outline at least two advantages and two disadvantages of having a double wedding?

Two advantages of having a double wedding, firstly the expense of the wedding can be shared between the two couples/families. Secondly larger families are spared the difficulty of convening two ceremonies. 
One of the biggest disadvantages of a double/shared wedding would be the differing of styles and ideas for the wedding, this may lead to arguments and tension between the two couples. Secondly the sharing of the spotlight on the special day.


ii. Why are some couples interested in themed weddings?

Couples may want their wedding to be an extension of themselves and their personality, being in control of the process, they can customize and personally decide what to include or exclude, some believe that a theme will make the wedding seem even more elegant.
Couples believe that by having a unique theme it will impact the memories of the guest, ensuring their day will be treasured for life. 
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Themed weddings are also a way of showing respect and displaying traditions – it will enable them to have the experience that is totally unique to the couple. 


iii. How does a themed wedding help to set the mood for the wedding ceremony? 
Having a themed wedding will enable the couple to set a specific mood, it allows other elements of the day to fall into place easier and reflect the couple’s preferences. For example, the black and white theme, this will give a feeling of a more ‘formal celebration.’ 
iv. Outline the most important points to consider when choosing the wedding venue.

As the client when choosing the venue, it is important to consider not only yourself but your guests. The distance between the wedding ceremony and the reception venue, for example, guests will need to have transport for this journey if they aren’t at the same location, as well as suitable accommodation for out-of-town guests, they will want to book something ideally closer to reception venue. The venue must be big enough to hold the number of guests confirmed, as well as having enough parking, confirming whether valet parking will be available and if at what cost if any.
The venue must have adequate restroom facilities; guests wouldn’t want to be standing in queues for the bathroom or walking long distances from where the reception is being held.
Confirming what the venue includes within the package offered is very important, not confirming this information from the beginning may result in more costs to the client.  
Lastly is there a time limit for when the reception must end? Is there an option to extend this time? This is very important information that will appear on the invitation, you must be clear. 
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2. 
              Planning a themed wedding can be a challenging task for a wedding        planner – discuss.
Planning a themed wedding can be quite demanding, the planner must work closely with the clients on confirming the date for the wedding, the budget, and theme decision.
Setting the date will help indicate what type of wedding the couple will have, large, small, formal, semiformal. 
The budget of course is very important this will keep the wedding costs under control and prevent future financial problems. There are many factors to consider, the entire environment, the venue and the food and beverage, all must be elegantly designed. 
It is important to provide collaborative creativity, the client may have an idea they want to implement but are unable to visually show the planner, obtaining as much information for the client is key to turn their ideas into reality, the planner must have a broad range of options to offer. 
The planner will also be expected to travel to where the wedding will be held, they will need to source vendors and try to secure lower rates to ensure they do not exceed the budget set.

3. How can the wedding theme be made evident in wedding invitations? Give at least one example with a designed wedding invitation. 
The wedding invite can be designed following the chosen theme, for example if the client has chosen a destination wedding on a beach, this can be shown through the design of the invitation. Below is an example of a beach destination wedding invitation, you can see the client has chosen to incorporate the colour of the ocean through the ribbon as well adding a starfish as part of the design on the invite, the text written in the colour of sand. 
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Case Study 

· How will you help them in choosing the location? 

I will firstly listen to the clients, I will need to know enough adequate information about the couple before advising, for example what sort of ceremony they would like, are they religious or perhaps in the military, this will influence where the ceremony can be held. 
I will next ask them to confirm what date they would like to set for the wedding, knowing the date will help me to guide them to what location would work in the set time frame available. The location will also depend upon how many guests they wish to invite as well as the budget, destination weddings can work out at least 40% cheaper than traditional, hometown weddings, however having a destination wedding will reduce the guest list significantly for those who cannot afford to attend. The couple are hoping to have wonderful wedding photos, I will help the client to visualize the ideas they are having, again this will help towards choosing a location. 
                     

· What are the benefits of having a destination wedding?

There are several key benefits to having a destination wedding, firstly the cost can be around 40% cheaper than a hometown traditional wedding. 
Destination weddings are popular because the couple have the luxury of inviting the people they really want. 
Having a smaller wedding will ensure a more intimate setting, destination weddings allow the couple to make their own rules rather than sticking to the traditions and in the influence of parents. 
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· Why do you think a destination wedding is cheaper than a formal wedding? Especially, when there is travelling and accommodation costs involved, as well. Discuss.

Destination weddings can work out cheaper for several reasons, firstly the number of guests attending may be lower, this could work as a negative or a positive, it will bring down the cost of the day overall however it will mean some friends and family may not be able to attend due to the travel expense. Having a destination wedding also allows the couple to step away from the traditional aspects of a wedding, the wedding could be a smaller casual affair on a beach or a sailing boat, rather than a larger stately home which may charge a hefty venue hire. 



· It is important for you, as a destination wedding planner, to have awareness about the local politics and laws where the wedding is to take place. Why?

Understanding the laws and politics of certain nations is very important, keeping up to date with news that will be unfolding daily is key. If you are planning a wedding in a location where there is political unrest this could affect the wedding, including the access to the country itself. Certain nations have laws in place that will prohibit clients to hire professionals, for example, photographers that do not reside in the country where the wedding will be held, they will not be permitted to work, leaving the client at risk of being left on the day without a photographer. 
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