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1. What are the environmental regulatory framework in the UK?
The environmental legislation in England and Wales stems mainly from the EU legislation. The main environmental regimes are: the EPR (Environmental Permitting Regime), waste, water, contaminated land, conservation of nature, wildlife and habitats, and EIA’s (Environmental Impact Assessments). 
Other matters like health and safety and planning have their own legislation but are directly related to the environmental law.
In England the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) is the main body in charge of developing the environmental legislation and the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) is in charge of matters related to the climate change. Nevertheless, in Wales, is the National Assembly for Wales the body with powers to legislate.

2. Briefly explain the environmental permitting regime (EPR)
The Environmental Permitting Regime combined the IPPC (Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control) with the Waste Management Licensing (WML) to form Environmental Permits (EP), which came into force on 6 of April 2008.
Since then, the scope of the EPR has been widened to include water and groundwater discharge activities, and radioactive substances by 2010. And in 2013, amendments were made to implement the Industrial Emissions Directive (2010/75/EU) (IED).
The activities regulated by the EPR are activities or specified installations listed in Schedule 1 of the EPR, waste operations, mobile plants, mining waste operations, water discharge activities, radioactive substances activities, groundwater activities, small waste incineration plant and solvent emissions activities.
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3. What are various regulations and legislation for cleaning up contaminated land?
The existing legislation for clean-up contaminated lands are the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Environmental Damage Regulations 2015 (ED Regulations).
The Part II of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 identifies and remediates contaminated land but poses unacceptable levels of risk. 
The ED Regulations are related to prevention and remediation of environmental damage but they only apply to the most serious cases of environmental damage. In 2015 the ED Regulations were modified to cover marine waters with the implementation of the Offshore Safety Directive 2013 (2013/30/EU).
