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1. Do Children Grieve Differently? If So, How? (4) 

Yes, children do grieve differently to one another, babies and toddlers might not have the full capacity to understand the concept of death but can respond to the emotional responses of people around them, this means that if one was to see their mother is crying they would be able to recognise that emotion of sadness. Whereas older children who are able to comprehend death might experience similar emotions to adults, its known that teenage grief can sometimes turn into aggression towards others, which is completely normal and of course different to how a baby would react.

2. Discuss the Effects of Bereavement on Children in Early Childhood. (4) 

Children use their relationships and emotional connections with their caregiver as a sense of predictability and security, this is highly important during the first 2 years. So, if the unfortunate situation was to arise and their caregiver was suddenly no longer able to respond to their needs it could have an effect on their behaviour which could echo throughout their later life, this is supported by Bowlby’s attachment theory. 

3. How Does A Sudden Death in The Family Affect A Child? (4) 

Children might not grasp the concept of death but can recognise the separation of a loved one, its already clear that infants respond best to consistent pattern and routine so that bonds are able to be maintained and reinforced however, if a caregiver is displaying their emotions it and is having trouble maintaining a pattern it may cause stress for the child.
Sometimes children can believe that someone who has died will come back to life for a special occasion such as their birthday, this sort of situation is typically accompanied by questions that will have to be answered multiple times as they may be in a state of confusion after such an event.

4. ‘Sudden Traumatic Deaths, Especially Those That Are Witnessed by The Child, Are Likely to Result in Complicated Grieving Processes Among Children.’ Discuss. (4) 

If a child witnesses a death, they’ll require a lot of assistance in processing their emotions, children in preschool tend to have difficulty understanding death and can tend to feel somewhat responsible for it as they believe their thoughts or actions resulted in someone’s pain or death. One of the aftereffects of someone’s death is that children may relive the event and begin to over analyse certain situations in hopes to bring someone back to life.
If a child is old enough to comprehend death and in the rare occurrence a witness an accident being in certain situations, seeing pictures, even being exposed to loud noises can act as a trigger and bring back traumatic memories of what they experienced, this in turn will cause an increasing in the child’s level of anxiety and if this isn’t addresses early on it could have long term effects on their physical and emotional health.

5. How Does Divorce Affect Children? (4) 

Other than death, divorce can be one of the most life-changing and stressful events in a child’s life. There’s no set way in which a child can react so the effects vary but typically the child's age will define what they are able to understand. The nature of the divorce can also have consequences on the whole family, this is typically overlooked especially is the primary caregiver has to deal with legal consequences. Seeing any unnecessary and unpleasant altercations can have an effect as well, seeing parents fight isn’t what they want and can damaging effects on their mental health but can also be teaching the child bad habits in which they might mirror when they grow up. 

6. How Does Foster Care Affect Children? (4) 

Children are only placed into foster care when the parents are unable to meet the needs of the child, there are 4 main types of circumstances that might factor into why a child needs to be placed into foster care, that being:
· Parents Have A Physical or Mental Illness
· Voluntary Relief Care
· Failure to Provide Adequate Childcare
· Neglect or Abuse
Each one having different outcomes.
Child foster care is a way of keeping children safe from any potential abuse it also interrupts the child bonding experience, which is why it considered to be on of the last measures.
Bowlby highlighted 3 main stages of mourning after a separation, the protest stage shows a child begging and bargain in hopes to be bring their parents back. The anxiety stage the child begins to lose hope in being reunited with their caregiver, not likely to make any new attachments. The final stage is detachment this means the child could create and attachment t to a replacement parent however, this is only a short window of opportunity so if a good foster parent is able to be found the child may enter constant detachment and can lead to behavioural problems in the future.
When it comes to short term foster care regularly organised visits should be planned in order for child and caregiver to continue to maintain and develop a positive relationship. It works best is the foster parents work onside the biological parents in order to have the best outcome for the child.
Activity (6)

Identify the agencies/services most likely to be involved with children at different stages of the bereavement process. How do they help children settle down?

Death effects everyone differently, especially with children there is no predicting on how they might react. There are signs that help to show how a child might be grieving but these vary from person to person, one might be in shock and start acting out through aggression because they’re unable to process a person’s death. Not being able to express their emotions may have damaging effects on a child’s mental and physical health, which is why there are agencies and services in place to prevent that.
There are agencies in place that can help parents and coach them through what to do in these types of situations such as Curse Bereavement Care, which is a free national helpline equipped with trained bereavement volunteers, who offer emotional support and guidance to anyone affected by bereavement. 
In the UK we also have charities such as YoungMinds who offer information and advice for anyone concerned about the mental health of a child or young person. Another option is going through the NHS, you’re able to ask your GP for guidance on how to proceed and they might refer you to a specialist who is trained to handle these types of situations. 
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