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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here:

1. Give short answers for the following questions: 
i. According to Bloom’s research, what is the link between a child’s early language development and her reading comprehension later on in life? 
According to Bloom’s research, children who achieved language success in their first year later indicated that they were smart in school awareness, academic growth, and mental growth. There is a huge difference between children who have early vocabulary development with those who develop these skills in the later stages. Generally, a child, who has extraordinary oral skills including spoken vocabulary and discussion are more intelligent and sharp in sight and sound approach. This also leads to how it will affect the child’s progress and pace of reading comprehension later on in life.
ii. What does the term ‘lexical development’ mean? 
Lexical development refers to children's acquisition of meaningful and grammatical elements of the lexicon.
iii. Explain Morpho - Syntactic Development. 
A two years old child begins to form short sentences by putting different words together. The utterances are often incomplete or incorrect respect to articles, prepositions, and word endings. As soon as the child gains strong control in making grammatically correct sentences, morpho-syntactic development is said to have taken place. 
Therefore, children with morphology and syntactic deficits experience difficulty learning and using the rules that govern word formation (morphemes) and phrase or sentence formation (syntactic structures). 
iv. What is lisping? 
Lipsing is a speech defect that involves pronouncing a ‘s’ sound like voiceless 'th' and 'z' like voiced ‘th’. 
v. What is stammering? 
Stammering is when one say something with difficulty, repeating the initial letters of words and with sudden involuntary pauses.
2. Discuss, in detail, the factors that influence language development in children. 
There are total of five factors that influence language development in children.
The first factor is “Social”. Toddlers infer a speaker’s communicative intent and use that information to guide their language learning. For example, as early as 24 months, they are able to infer solely from an adult’s excited tone of voice and from the physical setting that a new word must refer to an object that has been placed on the table while the adult was away.The verbal environment influences language learning. From ages one to three, children from highly verbal “professional” families heard nearly three times as many words per week as children from low verbal “welfare” families. Longitudinal data show that aspects of this early parental language predict language scores at age nine.
The second factor is “Perceptual”. Infant perception sets the stage. Auditory perceptual skills at six or 12 months of age can predict vocabulary size and syntactic complexity at 23 months of age. In English, the forms that are challenging for impaired learners are forms with reduced perceptual salience, for example, those that are unstressed or lie united within a consonant cluster.

The third factor is “Cognitive processes”. Frequency affects rate of learning. Children who hear an unusually high proportion of examples of a language form learn that form faster than children who receive ordinary input. “Trade-offs” among the different domains of language can occur when the total targeted sentence requires more mental resources than the child has available. For example, children make more errors on small grammatical forms such as verb endings and prepositions in sentences with complex syntax than in sentences with simple syntax.

The four factor is “Conceptual”. Relational terms are linked to mental age. Words that express notions of time, causality, location, size and order are correlated with mental age much more than words that simply refer to objects and events.16 Moreover, children learning different languages learn to talk about spatial locations such as in or next to in much the same order, regardless of the grammatical devices of their particular language. Language skills are affected by world knowledge. Children who have difficulty recalling a word also know less about the objects to which the word refers.

The last factor is “Linguistic”. Verb endings are cues to verb meaning. If a verb ends in –ing, three-year-olds will decide that it refers to an activity, such as swim, rather than to a completed change of state, such as push off. Current vocabulary influences new learning. Toddlers usually decide that a new word refers to the object for which they do not already have a label.

3. Describe language development stages in children.

The first stage is between 3 to 12 months. In this period, the baby will most likely coo and laugh, play with sounds and begin to communicate with gestures like waving. Babbling is an important developmental stage during the first year. Babbling is often followed by the ‘jargon phase’ where your child might sound like he’s talking or having a conversation. At this stage, though, this ‘speech’ doesn’t mean anything. First words often start by around 12 months. The parents might hear babbling, jargon and new words together as the child gets closer to saying her first words.

The second stage is between 12 to 18 months. At this age, children often say their first words with meaning. For example, when your child says ‘Dada’, he’s calling for his dad. In the next few months, your baby will keep adding more words to his vocabulary. He can understand more than he can say and can follow simple instructions too. For example, the baby can understand the parent saying ‘No’ – although he would not always obey.

The third stage is between 18 months to 2 years old. In the second year, the toddler’s vocabulary has grown and she will start to put two words together into short ‘sentences’. She will understand much of what the parents say to her, and same applies to the parents being able to understand what she said.

The fourth stage is between 2 to 3 years old. The child can speak in longer, more complex sentences now, and is getting better at saying words correctly. He might play and talk at the same time. Strangers can probably understand most of what he says by the time he is three.

The fifth stage is between 3 to 5 years old. The parents  can expect longer, more abstract and more complex conversations now. For example, the child might say things like, ‘Will I grow into a watermelon because I swallowed the watermelon seed?’ The child will probably also want to talk about a wide range of topics, and her vocabulary will keep growing. She might show that she understands the basic rules of grammar, as she experiments with more complex sentences that have words like ‘because’, ‘if’, ‘so’ or ‘when’. 

The last stage is between 5 to 8 years old. During the early school years, the child will learn more words and start to understand how the sounds within language work together. He will also become a better storyteller, as he learns to put words together in different ways and build different types of sentences. These skills also let him share ideas and opinions. By eight years, the child will be able to have adult-like conversations.
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